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Communication Challenges Session
On the third day of the consultation, after listing the "better practices", participants were asked to list all the PMTCT communication "challenges" that they have heard during the workshop or that came to their mind after the discussion. As much as possible these "challenges" should reflect experiences that are being implemented in LAC countries.

In order to preserve the integrity of the results, we left the list below unedited. But an analytical summary of the "better practices" and of the "challenges" sessions was produced. This document, which also contains comments made during other sessions of the Consultation, is called "Recommendations for PMTCT communication in LAC".

Challenges
Solutions

Inadequate infrastructure to support confidential interpersonal communication. Systems/personnel
· Address physical structure conducive to privacy 

· Assess system for confidentiality

· Address skills gap

· Identify appropriate personnel

Identify credible source for various forms of info
Research identify and understand

· Source (e.g. doctors, nurses, patients)

· Audience

· Accuracy of info given myths or facts

Reach and influence policymakers to support PMTCT
· Learn about the audience

· Develop a compelling argument to support PMTCT

Sustainability  of communication interventions
· Employ low maintenance strategies. Build on existing programs eg. MCH/ANC

Make involvement
· Involve men in designing strategies . Empower men on female reproductive issues.

Involvement
· Involvement of man in the design of strategies. Increase awareness of men in the women's reproductive  system.

Plan the strategies of communication of the AIDS programs
· Carry out the plan

Integration of the education, community, religious and  health sectors
· Increase intersectoral work

Deepen the perception of risk of women HIV seropositive
· Take advantage of the attendance of  women at the health services

Involve men and adolescents
· Incorporate them into the preparation of strategies of responsible family planning and paternity

Increase the artificial feeding for children of positive women and to maintain the promotion of the lactation in HIV negative
· Prepare a program that includes interpersonal communication with women HIV positive and incentive programs the lactation

Succeed in obtaining that the HIV negative women  remain negative
· Through interpersonal communication with counseling and monitoring during the pregnancy and control of the healthy child, involving the couple

Succeed in obtaining that pregnant women go to prenatal check-up since the first trimester
· By means of interpersonal communication through home visit

Succeed in obtaining that the couple and the family get involved in the prevention
· Printed material, workshops, involving community and union leaders, NGOs, Ogs and employers

Succeed in obtaining that the health workers offer counseling and screening
· Sensitization

· Training

· Motivation

Develop a specific communication strategy for PTMI
· Research

· Development of a strategic plan

Increase the coverage of pregnant women that are made HIV
· Improve the promotion of the test

· Improve the counseling

· Training to personnel

Regulation of the AIDS law
· Political lobbying

Design of a communication strategy
· Development of a technical-political process and financial to achieve the design of the communication strategy

Involve communications media in the struggle against AIDS
· Political lobbying to legislate

· Negotiation/consensus-building with the means

· Training

Reliable information on epidemiological surveillance
· Improve the statistical information and its dissemination

