The WHO/ IINAIIIS 3N Imtlatwe Wllal IS II

The World Health Organization and UNAIDS developed a global initiative to promote greater
access to antiretroviral therapy among 3 million people living with HIV/AIDS in developing
countries by the end of 2005.




What Effective Advocacy Strategies can you Use to Prevent HIV in Youth?

Latin American youth are a heterogeneous group. Because of this diversity, young people in Latin
America do not have the same vulnerability to HIV infection across the board. Keeping these differences
in mind, if HIV/AIDS prevention and care programs for youth are to be effective we need to:

*Target highly-vulnerable youth 10 to 24 years old who
are using or at risk of using drugs, both injected and
non-injected; at risk of HIV and STl infection; living with
HIV/AIDS; affected by HIV/AIDS

*Support evidence-based, community-based HIV/STI
prevention programs, particularly in out of school youth,
gay, lesbian and transgender youth, immigrant youth,
youth in detention and foster care, runaways and sex
workers (CDC 2003. “HIV Prevention Strategic Plan
through 2005”)
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*Reduce sexual risk taking connected with substance
use

*Improve screening, diagnosis and treatment of
HIV/STI among youth people

*Implement and evaluate evidence-based programs
for constructive family communication around sexual
behavior

Implement and evaluate biomedical HIV prevention
programs for youth, such as vaccines, topical
microbicides (vaginal and rectal) and post exposure
prophylaxis

What YOU can do at the Country Level to
Promote the 3o Initiative among Youth

* Be a leader, mobilize your community, build partnerships and seek
political commitment for youth sexual health promotion, HIV/AIDS
prevention and care

*Work with health care providers who have direct access to youth

Develop strategies geared specifically toward youth, letting them
know they have a right to receive information and confidential
services

*Help identify the gaps in quality health services provision for
adolescents in your community

Help obtain data regarding the amount of sexually-active youth who
need condoms to adopt safer sex practices, as well as the number of
young people living with HIV/AIDS in need of medication

+Help obtain youth HIV/AIDS data disaggregated by age

*Request HIV/AIDS prevention services for adolescents and youth
within the health services existing in your community

*Request information from health services authorities regarding the
evidence that supports existing sexual health promotion and
HIV/AIDS prevention programs for young people in your community

Family and Community Health Area (FCH)
Child and Adolescent Health Unit (FCH/CA)
HIV/AIDS/STI Prevention Unit (FCH/AI)
Contact us at singlets@paho.org
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