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Methods: Elution of Blood Spot Samples
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Conclusions:

= Finger stick blood dried onto filter paper, stored at
-20C with desiccant, eluted, and tested according to
standard Dade-Behring protocols can be used for
surveillance of rubella.
Classifying equivocal results as positive gives good
sensitivity and specificity for DBS results compared
to serum (venous blood) for diagnosis of rubella.
This classification procedure has been suggested by
others (Karapanagiotidis, Riddell & Kelly).
DBS signals in Dade-Behring IgM ELISAs are on
average 17% below those of serum. This is more
than observed for measles IgM where DBS signals
were only 3% lower.




