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e Society: through the creation of more equitable relationships between men and women and an envi- 7 2 0 T o
ronment where every individual is empowered to make informed and safe decisions about sexuality T
and reproduction

e Couples: through shared decision-making on issues of sexuality, procreation, and paternity

e \Women: through a greater understanding of reproductive rights and greater power in reproductive
health decision-making

e Men: through a better understanding of their rights and obligations and by increased rates of diagno-
sis and treatment of STIs (including HIV), cancers, sexual dysfunctions, and other psychosexual prob-
lems.

¢ Young men: by having accessible, relevant, and accurate information on sexual and reproductive
health issues

e Children: through more care and affection from fathers as well as mothers
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Partnering with Men in Sexual and Reproductive Health” Project Accomplishments:

¢ 80% of the interviewees o at least 50% state that it

Project purpose:

The purpose of the project is
to increase male participation
in reproductive and sexual
health activities as a way of
improving the sexual and
reproductive health of Central
American men and women
while furthering the gender
equity goals put forth in the
Cairo and Beijing international
conferences.

Since the inception of family
planning and reproductive ini-
tiatives in the Central
American region most efforts
have targeted women alone
and have failed to consider the
complex gender and cultural
dynamics that influence deci-
sions affecting the reproduc-
tive health of both men and
women.

Improving men'’s awareness
of disease protection and pro-
moting their support of their
partner’s reproductive health
choices, along with improving

Project objectives:

#1 - Evaluate with formative
research methods the knowl-
edge, attitudes, and practices
of men 15 to 44 years old with
respect to sexual and repro-
ductive health topics.

#2 - Develop two strategies
that will promote men’s parti-
cipation in sexual and repro-
ductive health activities, one
at a community site and the
other within a health service
unit.

#3 - The production and distri-
bution of protocols, guidelines,
and training methodologies to
increase men'’s participation in
sexual and reproductive health
services.

do not know about or
agree with the assertion
that “the pill can cause
infertility”

® 65% do not know or
agree with the assertion
that "vasectomy leaves
men with less sexual
desire”

e more than 70% of the
men in the region have
never used sexual and
reproductive health serv-
ices or received sexual
and reproductive health
information

e more than 50% believe
that condoms are not
effective in preventing
the transmission of HIV
(many believe that con-
doms have small pores)

® between 10-25% of men
justify the use of physi-
cal aggression against
women that do not fulfill
domestic duties

is normal for pregnant
woman to have vaginal
bleeding

65% state that either a
man or a woman can
take the initiative to use
a contraceptive method

75% believe that men
should receive more
information on sexual
and reproductive health
topics

more than 80% of the
interviewees believe
that women have the
right to work outside the
home

more than 50% believe
that the most important
work of women is to
care for the home and to
cook for their families

¢ Production of a
Comparative

Analysis: regional inves-
tigation results summa-
rized by a professional
team of demographers

e Policy Advocacy: inclu-
sion of male involvement
issues in several national
health plans. Increasing
awareness at all levels in
participating Ministries of
Health and within the com-
munity at large

e Networking

Partnerships: alliances
with local and regional
NGOs with experience in
the field of male involve-
ment

e Capacity Building: an
engagement with local
clinic staff in
training/workshops on
gender, sexuality, coun-
seling, and male sexual
and reproductive health
needs

e Community
Involvement/Commit-

ment: soccer clubs, youth

groups, and workplace out-
reach efforts provide link-
ages with and demand for
clinical services

e Regional
Conferences: national

teams from participating
countries meet regularly to
share experiences and les-
sons learned and to bene-
fit from workshops with
experts in the field

Project Description:

men’s access to quality health

services, are important goals ﬁ.\\
for the project. U

e Participating countries: Belize, Costa Rica, El Salvador,
Honduras, Nicaragua, Panama

LY i * Formative research carried out by country teams (Project
g ey Expected Result #1)

e Design and implementation of two intervention models: one
in a clinical setting and the other in a workplace or recreational
site (Project Expected Result #2)

® Project partners include: Minsitries of Health in each partici-
pating country, UNFPA, Global Fund, EngenderHealth

¢ Primary clinical activities: workshops and trainings for
health service providers in gender, sexuality, and the needs of
male clients

* Primary community activities: engaging men in
raising awareness of key sexual and reproductive health issues
(HIV/AIDS and responsible fatherhood)




