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Introduction:


Tackling the complex issue of access to essential public health supplies, with focus on the priority diseases, is becoming ever more urgent, and requires a renewed and intensified effort. The approach must address the principle determinants of access, build on existing strategies, initiatives and mechanisms, and involve the participation of all stakeholders in the provision and use of essential public health supplies. 

In considering how PAHO can best serve Member States in supporting improved access to public health commodities, Executive Management has proposed the establishment of a Working Group (WG) with representation from the various partners and stakeholders working in the domain, as well as from priority technical areas within PAHO, country offices and specialized centers. The WG has been established to consider the principal challenges that face the region of Latin America and the Caribbean (LAC) in improving access to essential public health supplies, and to provide the Secretariat with a proposition for strategic lines of action for the biennium 2004 – 2005 which will guide the technical program of work. 
Terms of Reference:
Purpose: 


To provide guidance for the future PAHO work program on Access to Essential Public Health Supplies.
Objectives:

· To assess the principle determinants of access to essential public health supplies and the challenges facing countries

· To review the four principal strategic lines proposed for action, to develop the strategic lines, propose strategies, actions and indicators for PAHO’s future work program:
· Developing Generic Drug Policy as a means to increase the availability and use of quality essential medicines.

· The development of Cost Containment methods for Essential Public Health Supplies

· Strengthening Public Health Commodity Supply Systems to ensure continuity and availability

· Developing regional Procurement Mechanisms as a viable option in the supply of low-cost quality essential public health supplies

· To review the proposal for future operation of the Strategic Fund, and to make recommendations with a view to maximizing country participation and utility of the Fund
Expected Outcomes:

1) Identification of the principal concerns of countries in access to public goods including Essential Public Health Supplies.
2) Strategic lines of action for PAHO, with activities and indicators for a future program of work.
3) Strategy options for the implementation of the program of work with a view to partnership.
4) A set of recommendations at the organizational and operational level, as well as a plan to render the Strategic Fund operational.
Methodology:
A two day meeting of the Working Group, with plenary presentations and discussions through sub-groups, and development of reference material. A draft agenda will be provided.
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Terms of Reference for the PAHO Working Group:





Access to Essential Public Health Supplies and 





Procurement Mechanisms
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