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First Announcement Scenario

You are the senior communication officer in the Ministry of Health. 

The poultry industry is a critical part of your country's economy, and in fact many senior officials in the Ministry of Agriculture own commercial poultry farms. Consumption of poultry is the major source of protein in your country, and export of poultry is a major source of foreign earned revenue.

Rumors of poultry deaths in a remote part of your country have circulated for several weeks. Your Ministry of Agriculture has investigated these rumors and reported that they are unfounded. The Ministry of Agriculture has reassured your agency that the poultry deaths have been caused by Newcastle disease. 

Despite these assurances, the Ministry of Health has recently asked hospitals to forward samples from all patients with Influenza-like Illnesses. One of these patients is a 3-year-old child whose family had a small flock of chickens which suddenly died. After admission to the hospital, the child's health rapidly declined and within a day of admission, he died. That was two weeks ago. Testing of the child samples was delayed because of the large influx of samples sent after MOH's request stretched the national lab's capacity.

Today, the test results from the child have just been delivered to the Ministry and they are positive for H5N1. As required by the International Health Regulations, WHO has been informed and the agency has asked that samples to sent to a WHO H5N1 Reference Laboratory for confirmation.

Your press office has just received a call from a television reporter. She has a source that reports the child who has been hospitalized has been confirmed to have H5N1.  
