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Summary: 

Current key messages:
Long term messages:
· H5N1 is still essentially an animal disease, and cases in humans remain relatively rare but also continue to occur, 

· Infections in people often have serious consequence with a high case fatality in humans (56%), even higher in age group 10-39y (66%)

· Since 2003, the epidemiology of H5N1 infection in humans has shown that cases are occurring in more areas, in parallel largely with poultry infections 

· Clinically, no significant changes over the last years in terms of  

· duration between onset and hospitalisation

· duration between onset and death

· age and sex distribution

· Given widespread H5N1 disease in animals and continued human infections, there is an increased likelihood that a virus mutation associated with an increased risk of human to human transmission may produce a pandemic. In addition, continuing H5N1 infections in humans during transmission of seasonal human influenza increase the likelihood of development of a new virus which can be efficiently transmitted from human to human. Again, as a result, a pandemic may ensue.

· More data from systematic studies, in particular, will be needed to  better understand epidemiological and clinical aspects of the disease in humans on the global level
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