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Situation Report Floods in Bolivia

February 6, 2006
PAHO/WHO staff formed part of the six inter-institutional teams to evaluate damage and needs (EDAN) in Bolivia following flooding.  UNDP is coordinating the EDAN teams, which were formed at the request of the presidency.  Following is a summary of the health sector findings:
 

The situation to date:
1. The health data at the end of this report was extracted from the EDAN assessments carried out in six departments in Bolivia by the inter-institutional UN teams, in coordination with departmental and local level agencies.  PAHO/WHO is completing certain assessments that are missing health, water and sanitation data is missing. 
2. As of 6 February, the situation in San Julián (Santa Cruz de la Sierra) continued to worsen:  the number of families housed in 14 shelters has risen to 2008.  Some families do not have sufficient food or adequate housing.  Nine hundred additional tents are needed; 80 latrines, medicines (specifications pending), plastic water “bladders” and water treatment products.  Resources and efforts are being redirected to this region. 

3. Cochabamba has officially declared a health emergency. Activities are underway to control dengue, malaria, yellow fever, hanta virus and leishmaniosis, rabies and other diseases endemic to the department.  A three-month health plan (through May 2006) has been prepared. 

4. In terms of international assistance, priority will be given to the following departments:  La Paz, Santa Cruz de la Sierra y Beni.  The remaining affected departments—Pando, Cochabamba y Potosí—will be covered with local resources. 
 

PAHO Actions :
1. Government authorities have decreed that the SUMA system (humanitarian supply management system – www.disaster-info.net/SUMA)will be the official mechanism used to manage humanitarian relief.  The system is currently being installed.  
2. The UN system has created the following thematic groups: health, water, sanitation and hygiene, shelter, food and rehabilitation.  PAHO/WHO in Bolivia is leading the health, water, sanitation and hygiene groups and coordinating the shelter group with UNICEF.  The data captured through the inter-agency EDAN process will be considered as the official data. 
3. In coordination with the Ministry of Health, the health thematic group is strengthening epidemiological surveillance, vector control, vaccination and an assessment of required medicines.  The water/sanitation, hygiene and shelter group is directing action to water treatment (filtration and disinfection). 

4. PAHO/WHO is supporting the set up of the Operations Center in UNICEF with a view to strengthening interagency coordination and supporting national authorities.  Bolivia’s Ministry of Health and the Direction of Environmental Health and Disasters have jointly established a Health Emergency Operations Center. 
5. The SUMA system has been set up in La Paz, El Alto and Santa Cruz de la Sierra.  Reports have been requested but not yet received.  Human resources are being mobilized to reinforce these established points.
6. Under UNDP’s coordination, a UN inter-agency Flash Appeal is being prepared and will be finalized once all data from the EDAN exercises has been received and existing resources are redirected to critical needs.  PAHO’s work will focus on the health aspects of the flash appeal including those mentioned earlier—epidemiological surveillance, vector control, water and sanitation, mental health, health services, risk management and communication, etc.  

	N°
	Impact of Floods in Bolivia through 3February

	
	Departament
	N° Families
	N° Persons
	Children
	Families in Shelters
	Health

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	0-2
	3-5
	6-14
	
	Acute Respiratory

Infections
	Acute Diarrheal Diseases

	1
	La Paz
	2,100
	10500
	525
	735
	2,100
	*
	*
	*

	2
	Santa Cruz
	2,700
	13,500
	675
	950
	2700
	2,000
	*
	*

	3
	Beni
	1900
	9500
	475
	665
	1900
	300
	390
	90

	4
	Cochabamba
	1377
	7000
	350
	490
	1400
	0
	400
	*

	5
	Potosi
	(*) 3978
	20,000
	1000
	1400
	4000
	0
	0
	*

	6
	Pando
	170
	850
	45
	60
	170
	0
	*
	*

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	TOTAL
	      8,247 
	    61,350 
	      3,070 
	      4,300 
	    12,270 
	      2,300 
	         790 
	           90 

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Nota: Datos según una evaluación rápida hasta el 3 de febrero de 2006
	
	
	
	
	

	
	         Estos datos son oficiales
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	(*)     Data not yet available
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


