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#3 Wailing Road MacNamara 

Tortola, British Virgin Islands 

Ph. 284-494-4499 Fax: 284-494-2024

E-Mail: bviddm@surfbvi.com
PRESS NOTICE #7A

CAYMAN ISLANDS:  DEVASTATION BEYOND IMAGINATION AFTER HURRICANE IVAN BATTERED THE ISLANDS FOR MORE THAN 8 HOURS ON SUNDAY

The Government of the Cayman Islands has discontinued the hurricane warning for the islands.

Reports coming out of Cayman, which was hit by Category 4 Hurricane Ivan over the weekend, revealed a picture of devastation.  The reports coming in to the BVI DDM are as follows; however, please note that no official situation report has been released.

UPDATE
The Governor of the Cayman Islands, Mr. Bruce Dinwiddy, declared a state of emergency on Saturday 11th September, 2004.  The weather channel reported that the island had been lashed by winds in excess of 200mph.  There are unconfirmed reports that part of the capital Georgetown is gone and that the hospital has been badly damaged.  

There is still very high wave action.  There were reports of 4 to 5 feet waves on the Owen Roberts International Airport runway and 3 to 5 feet of water on roads.  Canal front developments are flooded.  Extensive flooding was experienced in low-lying areas.  Sand and debris are on the roads.  The island is still experiencing some wind gusts and rain but seas are beginning to get calmer.  Cars could be seen floating along the main streets. Boats have been swept by floodwaters into the roadways and the Government Administration Building is flooded. The wide spread flooding is resulting in serious health and sanitation concerns as overflowing sewerage becomes mixed with the floodwaters.  

Most damage to the Brac was on the South coast.  Extensive erosion was caused to roads.  Coconuts could be seen flying off trees and blowing through windows.

The island has been without power since Saturday, however, it is gradually being restored today.  Waves of 15 to 25 feet were reported, along with 8 to 12 inches of rain.  Cell phone service is sporadic.  Cayman Air’s first flight into the islands was expected at 2pm today, but flights may be limited to Caymanians and/or residents.  There is no radio service; therefore residents had difficulty obtaining information from the Government as to when and where the storm was going. Emergency services are experiencing difficulties in responding to requests for assistance because of communication difficulties.

Little Cayman had some houses damaged or lost.  A number of house roofs have been blown off and retaining walls have collapsed.    There were reports of roofs peeling off as if there were held by Velcro.  Reports are indicating that just about every house in Grand Cayman has lost part or its entire roof.  Some homes have been completely gutted by the winds and floodwaters with their contents being swept across the streets.  Whole sections and floors of some apartment buildings have completely disappeared.  The roof of the International College of the Cayman Islands has been ripped off.  Many windows have blown in and ground floors of many homes are flooded.  The roof of one shelter (John Grey High School) was blown off, however persons were relocated to another shelter facility.  An apartment building on the south side of Grand Cayman has been blown down by the wind completely across the road, blocking all traffic in that area.  

Hurricane shelters on the islands are full to capacity.  There have also been reports of looting taking place in Georgetown.  Many trees have been blown down and those that have been left standing have completed defoliated.  Gas stations are reporting heavy damage.  Some supermarkets are expected to open today.  

Storm surge has damaged many of the coastal areas.

There is no official death toll; however, there is an unconfirmed report that someone counted 14 bodies floating around in floodwater around Bodden Town.    

The HMS Richmond and one other British ship are in the area to lend relief support.

Heavy equipment has already been deployed to clear roads that had been under 20 feet of water when the waves hit the streets.  Reports are indicating that even though Cayman has a strict building code, it is indescribable in the manner in which the buildings were blown away.  Even hurricane shelters that were constructed to withstand Category 4 winds had been badly damaged.  Key Government buildings have been hit hard.  The EOC is intact but communication is via satellite phone.  Red Cross is slowing trying to move around to give relief, however many areas are still dangerous to access.

The British Dependent Territory of Cayman has appealed to Britain and the donor community for assistance.  

Messages coming from the Cayman Islands suggest that the police are having difficulty coping, and would welcome reinforcements from other Territories.  Police department in Turks and Caicos Islands and Bermuda have offered their assistance.  
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