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#3 Wailing Road MacNamara 

Tortola, British Virgin Islands 

Ph. 284-494-4499 Fax: 284-494-2024

E-Mail: bviddm@surfbvi.com
PRESS NOTICE #10a

CAYMAN ISLANDS:  RELIEF IS ON THE WAY

Relief is on the way to the Cayman Islands from a variety of sources.  The UK’s Department for International Development officials arrived yesterday to support the Governor.  They have begun work to assess the island’s needs and priorities for assistance and will examine other possible sources of assistance.  The following steps have been taken:

· Emergency canteens are operating at shelters in George Town, providing meals free of charge.  Other canteens are being set up across the island.  The Government is appealing for volunteers locally.

· Water trucks are being stationed around the island to make clean water available to local communities free of charge.

· Water inspectors and the water companies are moving property by property across Grand Cayman to assess what repairs are needed to restore water supplies as soon as possible.

· Fuel and water are being supplied to hospitals and shelters.

· Fuel suppliers have resources in the US on which they are drawing, to get gasoline stations, which have not suffered too much damage, operational.

· Texaco, Esso and a local gas company met yesterday to discuss the logistics of delivering and distributing fuel.

· Supermarkets have reopened and are serving customers, and the retail banks will be reopening for business today.

· 150 generators are expected to arrive in the Cayman Islands shortly.

· Power was planned to be restored to parts of George Town yesterday, with the first priority being the emergency services and the airport.

· 40,000 lbs of electrical equipment and expert electrical engineers were being flown in to the island yesterday.

· 1,000 electricity pylons will arrive from Tampa, Florida on Friday and a further 500 pylons are being shipped from Belize on Friday.

· 45 electricity distribution workers and supervisors will be on Grand Cayman by the end of the week.

· The Governor has met with the construction industry to coordinate the rebuilding of homes.

The Owen Roberts International Airport is open on a limited basis.  Priority is being given to medical evacuees, relief planes and flights that may be scheduled to bring in returning residents.  A flight left Tuesday evening with approximately 29 patients (mainly dialysis patients) on board, bound for Miami where medical care will be continued.

Four United Nations personnel were scheduled to arrive Wednesday, along with officials from the British Department for International Development.  The Governor continues to maintain close contact with the British Foreign and Commonwealth Office regarding further assistance.

The Owen Roberts Airport is expected to be fully operational by Friday.  The airport has capacity currently to operate flights only in daylight.  The airport expects to resume night operations in a few days.  Cayman Airways operated several flights on Tuesday, bringing in residents returning to the Islands, and taking off visitors and others, such as medical evacuees.  Officers from the Royal Navy are assisting with shelter management, water distribution, first aid and engineering.

Eight officers and men from HMS Richmond were deployed on Grand Cayman Tuesday morning to assist the Cayman Islands Government in security and other pressing matters.  A curfew, in force since Monday, requires all residents to remain in their homes or shelters from 6:00 pm to 6:00 am.

There were no reported casualties as of yesterday, but according to the Cayman Islands Department of Tourism, dozens of people remain unaccounted for on Grand Cayman.

The most pressing matters are food and shelter.  A programme of commissioning schools to serve as additional shelters has begun.  These shelters will house people who sought temporary shelter in private office and government buildings during the hurricane.  The Government is coordinating a public-private sector response to provide food for citizens in shelters.  Discussions have also taken place on establishing a counseling centre to provide support for local people.  The Government is also working closely with local suppliers of lumber and other materials for home repair.

Local supermarkets engaged in a process of repair and cleaning flooded facilities.  Government personnel are liaising with supermarkets, and most will be ready to reopen by mid-week.  A local shipping company was preparing for the arrival in Grand Cayman of its ship carrying food supplies.  The clearing of the George Town Port to receive ships was treated as a priority yesterday.  

The British Dependent Territory of Cayman has appealed to Britain and the donor community for assistance.  

Messages coming from the Cayman Islands suggest that the police are having difficulty coping, and would welcome reinforcements from other Territories.  Police department in Turks and Caicos Islands and Bermuda have offered their assistance.  Assistance may also be provided by the RVI Police Force in BVI.
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