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Rapid Needs Assessment in Grenada following Hurricane Ivan
Monday, 13 September 2004
General Situation

Hurricane Ivan impacted the island of Grenada between on 7 September 2004 as a Category 3 Hurricane with sustained winds of 125 mph.  Significant damage was caused to an estimated 90% of the buildings and many persons have lost their homes.  37 confirmed deaths including two foreign nationals and over 300 injuries are known.  It is estimated that 4,000-5,000 persons are being accommodated in approximately 195 shelters.  The temporary facility of the National Emergency Operations Centre (EOC) was destroyed during the storm, as were the official residences of the Governor-General and the Prime Minister.  The EOC was reestablished in its previous (permanent) location by the end of Wednesday 8 September 2004 but did not become fully operational until Friday.
Immediately after the storm, electricity and water systems were down.  Water has been restored in some areas of Saint George’s and electricity may be restored to priority buildings in the next day or so.  Many telephones and some cell phone networks are down making communication very difficult. Most main roads are being cleared and are passable but travel on the roads was for a time difficult and time consuming due to the amount of traffic.  The Government declared a State of Emergency on the morning of Sunday 12 September 2004 effectively clearing the streets.  Gasoline is not generally available and long lines form near the gas stations that are open.  The Point Salines Airport has opened to commercial traffic from Saturday 11 September 2004 with limited services and relief supplies are coming in through there and the Port in Saint George’s.  Most of the tourists who were stranded in badly damaged hotels and the students of Saint George’s University have been evacuated.

Health Situation

General: the daily number of injuries seen at the Hospital and the number of deaths have stabilised and fallen, however with the breakdown of water and sanitation systems there is potential for the outbreaks of communicable and vector borne diseases.  On Saturday 11 September 2004 a total of 33 persons suffering from communicable diseases were seen at the Hospital, an increase from 9 the previous day and 1 the day before.  Of the 33, 22 were diagnosed with fever/cough, 8 with gastroenteritis and diarrheal diseases, 2 with fever and rash and one with fever.  The PAHO/WHO Caribbean Epidemiology Centre, CAREC, is assisting the Ministry to monitor conditions in shelters and is also tracking whether persons presenting at the Hospital are from shelters.
Hospital Services: the main Hospital in Saint George’s suffered minor roof and window damage but is operational with the same number of beds (192).  However the Laboratory lost much of its roof and all the equipment, including the Blood Bank is damaged probably beyond repair.  There is a need to establish a temporary Laboratory pending construction of the new Laboratory as part of the ongoing redevelopment programme.  The Hospital is working with electricity from a standby generator and an emergency water supply.  The Hospital kitchen was flooded and makeshift meals are being provided.
Saint George’s Hospital Urgent Needs
Medical Oxygen

Antibiotics

Analgesics

Pain killers

Tetanus Toxoid

Other essential drugs

Disposables:
gowns




sheets




gloves




bed linens



sterile dressing packs




sterile delivery packs

Basic Laboratory Equipment:




blood gas analyser




chemistry analyser




binocular microscope




laboratory autoclave

Blood Bank Equipment


The Princess Alice Hospital in Grenville in the northeast of Grenada lost 75% of its roof reducing its bed capacity from 56 to 19.  Included in the damaged section were the Female Ward, Maternity Unit, Pediatrics and Physiotherapy.  The Laboratory and Radiology Departments were also damaged.  The staff have carried out temporary repairs and are intending to consolidate the services in the part of the Hospital that was relatively undamaged.  It is planned that a French (Martinique) medical team (doctor and nurse with medical supplies) will be based at the Hospital for approximately 3 days from Monday 13 September 2004. 

The Richmond Home for the Elderly was severely damaged and one person was killed when the roof collapsed.  The Mount Gay Mental Hospital had only minor damage  

Princess Alice Hospital Urgent Needs:

2 Infant Incubators

Basic Laboratory Equipment:


Blood Gas Analyser


Chemistry Analyser


Binocular Microscope


Autoclave

Work top steriliser

Water Tank

Mount Gay Mental Hospital

Generator

Psychotropic Drugs

Richmond Home for the Elderly

Generator

Anti diarrheal drugs

Disposable Diapers

Community Services

On Sunday 12 September 2004, the Medical Centres and Stations had not yet reopened.  Of approximately 6-7 seen during other visits only two seemed to have suffered significant damage.  However all will have been without electricity for this period and will continue to be so making reestablishment of the cold chain for vaccines difficult in the short term.

Support to the shelters by community health staff has been variable partly due to the high percentage of unofficial facilities.

A full assessment of the community services and establishment of surveillance through the medical centres and stations will be possible when the services resume.

Urgent Needs

50 First Aid/Medical Kits for shelters

Water and Sanitation

Water quality remains a concern with persons accessing alternative supplies from, rivers etc.  Lack of public radio has restricted the ability of the Ministry of Health to broadcast health and other messages.

On Saturday 11th September 2004, the Grenada Solid Waste Management Company began collecting garbage beginning in the Saint George’s area.  At this time they are not addressing hurricane debris and a site or sites still have to be identified to dispose of this.  A system needs to be developed working in conjunction with the Ministry of Works and the Division responsible for drainage to clear roads and main drains.

Vector Control: this becomes an increasing concern particularly as garbage and other debris awaits collection and becomes a health hazard.

Urgent Needs

Rat poison

Larvicide and insecticide

Spraying equipment

Water testing kits

Food Safety: due to lack of water and electricity the Ministry of Health need to check on food storage and shops to ensure the prevention of food borne diseases and leptospirosis..

Urgent Needs

Black lights

Food thermometers

Waterproof flashlights.

For general use
5 handheld GPS Monitors 

1 Digital camera

15 100ft Tapes

Trash bags
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