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PAHO, Health Ministry assess damage at Health Centres
A post-disaster health services assessment carried out by  the Pan American Health Organisation (PAHO), Georgetown, and the Ministry of Health has revealed damage to health centres in Region Four, and to a lesser extent in Region Three.

In Region Four, 22 centres are in flooded areas. Of these, in Georgetown, six facilities are offering a normal service, two are providing a limited service and four no service at all. 

On the East Coast of Demerara, one health centre has resumed normal service, one is providing a limited service and eight remain closed. 

At the centres, flood water damaged water pumps, refrigerators, desks and filing cabinets, floors, walls and electrical wiring systems. Medical supplies were also lost, including needles, drugs, vaccines, cotton and bandages.

Dr. Hedwig Goede, PAHO’s Health Systems and Services Adviser, said she is particularly impressed by the commitment of medex, nurses and other health workers at the affected centres who made every effort to save what they could at the health installations.

“In some cases, the health workers live on the upper flats of the centres, and so they took medical records and supplies upstairs, away from the flood water.

Where possible, the workers continued to attend to patients in their upstairs living quarters.

The assessment was discussed at the Ministry of Health, and the imperative of maintaining health services over the period when the centres will be restored was identified as a priority.

Initiatives for this will include identifying accommodation for temporary centres, replacing damaged furniture, acquiring medical supplies, restoring the vaccine cold chain ( the refrigeration of  vaccines so that they remain effective), and implementing simple measures to minimize the impact of future floods.

In all this, PAHO’s local office will work with the Guayana Government on procuring funds for the rehabilitation exercise.  
       
