Situation report from Cayman Islands, 
Sunday 19 September 2004

EOC Georgetown, 17:00 hrs

Attached press releases with daily situation reports from Tuesday 14 September 2004 issued by the Government of Cayman Islands (GCI).
Health Sector:
Grand Cayman Island Hospital is operational, power has been restored as of and water supply has been restored as of Friday 17 September.
The General Practice (GP) clinics at the Cayman Islands Hospital have reopened and offering limited service at this initial phase in order to relieve the Emergency Department of the Hospital of non-essential medical care.  

All district health clinics except Bodden Town are operating from 9am to 1pm.  The pharmacy is providing services from 9am to 11pm for those requiring prescription drugs.
Environmental Health

The Environmental Health Department is implementing:

1. rodent control 

2. collecting and removing debris from the streets, including dead animals

3. collecting and removing medical waste to landfill for burying (the incinerator is not working)

4. strengthened food safety surveillance.  

5. A solid waste master plan: separating waste at the landfill site for disposal.  A shredder and crusher are being imported for mulching tree debris and crushing cars respectively.

Mr. Carter asked if PAHO could assist in the establishment of EPI Info program to strengthen the Epidemiological Surveillance program in the country (no official request has been submitted as yet)
Mosquito control is implemented by the Mosquito Control Unit, which has an aerial spray plane available for aerial spraying.  Also larve control activities are planned.
SUMA
Mr. Martinez, SUMA trainer, arrived this afternoon to commence training session on Monday morning.  SUMA team visited warehouse at airport and met with auditor general and heads of Cayman Islands finance department.  Five persons have been identified to commence training and training will be conducted at the EOC. Laptops and PC will be made available locally.
Building Damage Assessment:
Hurricane Ivan caused damaged some 95% of Grand Cayman’s houses and other buildings
	Damage levels:
	None
	Minor
	Major
	Destroyed

	Residential buildings:
	5%
	50%
	35%
	10%

	Business buildings:
	60%
	30%
	5%
	5%

	Hotels and resorts:
	10%
	60%
	30%
	0%


The Eastern districts were the hardest hit, and a preliminary assessment for those districts and George Town combined shows that Ivan demolished 15% to 20% of buildings in those areas, while 5% to 10% remained unscathed.  The remaining were at varying stages of damage but repairable.

HHHhhowever, individual assessments in East End (50% homes demolished) and Breakers (80%) and coastal areas of Bodden Town (40%) suffered huge losses. 

South Sound and West Bay had pockets of serious damage especially along the coastline.

General:

The EOC is based at the airport. The GCI had instituted a travel restriction for non Caymanians to enter the country. Airlines have been instructed to only board those involved in approved relief operations. These travel restriction has been eased today to facilitate the arrival of relief workers.
Many relief goods are coming in and manifest are available for inclusion in SUMA.  The writer brought several SUMA CD’s and manuals, plus forms for manual registration of incoming goods. Mr. Victor Martinez has arrived this afternoon and preparations are being made (trainees from various sectors and PC and laptops) for training starting tomorrow, Monday 20 September. Police officer Jose Montero, who was also trained in SUMA vs. 2.1, has been assigned to the PAHO Suma team to facilitate the organization of the training sessions and to assist the team in any other means possible, including transport.
The EOC initially requested SUMA software, a SUMA trainer and six laptops.

PAHO provided the first two, but not the latter.  Neither UNDP ResRep could provide laptops, which should be available on the island in local offices or provided by DFID.
Some confusion arose on Friday and Saturday re the need for the PAHO SUMA trainer. On arrival Mrs. Angela Martins, head of EOC GCI, informed EHA-SUR that Mr. Wesley Howell had been identified locally to do the training and that he would only need the latest version of the software. Mrs. Martins was initially not aware that Mr. Howell was trained as SUMA trainer and therefore requested the training.  The writer was not able to contact Mr. Howell on Friday and Saturday and at the end of Saturday Mrs. Martins informed EHA SUR that Mr. Howell would be no longer available for the SUMA training because of other pressing responsibilities.  
The writer met with Mr. Roydel Carter, Director Environmental Health Department on Saturday 18 Sep around 14:00 hrs. 

Mr. Carter informed the writer that Pre-IVAN about 50-55K persons were on the island and it is estimated that 2000 people leave the island per day, remaining 40k presently.  There are about 1500 people presently in shelter down from 3000. Basic services at these shelters are in place: electrical power, water supply sanitation (incl. garbage collection) and even AC.  

1. Prospect shelter 600-700 persons, mainly elderly people

2. Four Civic Centers totaling 500-600 persons

3. Community College 200 persons

4. Georgetown Public School 100 persons

The Cayman Water Authority has large storage of potable water and distribution will take place from here. The well fields are intact.  Mr. Carter says that there is no shortage of drinking water on the island, though distribution, i.e. trucks capacity and road accessibility, is challenging.
The western part of the island has a new sewerage system, which is functioning.  The sewer plant is also functioning and the effluent is discharged into a deep well. (There is thus no surface or ocean discharge).  For those areas which are not served by the public sewer system and where flushing of toilets is not possible, the government is planning to distribute portable toilets.  (This will of course add an additional logistical challenge to replace full Portable toilets, which have a limited capacity, av).  
Mr. Carter informed the writer that the following activities are being implemented:

6. rodent control 

7. collecting and removing debris from the streets, including dead animals
8. collecting and removing medical waste to landfill for burying (the incinerator is not working)
9. strengthened food safety surveillance.  Many spoiled foods have been condemned and the disposal at landfill site is supervised by the EHI.

10. A solid waste master plan: separating waste at the landfill site for disposal.  A shredder and crusher are being imported for mulching tree debris and crushing cars respectively.
Mr. Carter asked if PAHO could assist in the establishment of EPI Info program to strengthen the Epidemiological Surveillance program in the country.

The Public Health Laboratory only sustained minor damage and is expected to be up and running next week.

Mr. Carter also mentioned that he is short of EH staff and might request support from other overseas territories to provide trained EH officers. 
