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DOMINICAN REPUBLIC - TROPICAL STORM OLGA
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For more information: http://www.paho.org/disasters

UPDATE

As of December 21, the number of deaths associated with
Tropical Storm Olga has risen to 33. More than 12,000 homes
have been affected causing the displacement of more than
61,000 people, of which nearly 14,000 are in shelters. The storm
has left 190 communities isolated due to damaged roads and
bridges. Eight of the provinces remain under a Red Alert by the
National EOC. There are several health concerns in Santiago
where there is a shortage of clean drinking water and reports
that some shelters are experiencing difficulties with waste
removal. There are additional concerns due to the fact that
people are using river water that has not been treated. SESPAS
is maintaining the epidemiologic surveillance system in order to
prevent diseases associated with the flooding. Public Health
medical teams have fumigated flooded areas and are providing
medicines against leptospirosis and respiratory illnesses.
PAHO/WHO is supporting SESPAS and the Provincial
Department of Health in the Situation Room in Santiago in
coordination and the management of information.

ACTUALIZACION

El nimero de muertes causadas por la tormenta tropical Olga en
la Republica Dominicana ha subido a 33. Aproximadamente
12.000 viviendas han sufrido dafios, lo que ha dejado a mas de
61.000 personas desplazadas, de las cuales casi 14.000 se
encuentran en albergues. La tormenta ha dejado a 190
comunidades aisladas debido al dafio a los caminos y puentes.
La Sala de Situaciones de Emergencia Nacional mantiene ocho
de las provincias del pais en alerta roja. En Santiago existe
preocupacion por las condiciones de salud debido a la falta de
agua potable y las dificultades en la recoleccién de basura.
Ademas, la poblacion esta usando agua fluvial que no ha sido
tratada. SESPAS mantiene un sistema de vigilancia
epidemioldgica para prevenir enfermedades relacionadas a las
inundaciones. Equipos de salud publica han fumigado areas
inundadas y estan distribuyendo medicinas para prevenir la
leptospirosis y enfermedades respiratorias. La OPS/OMS esta
apoyando a SESPAS y al Departamento Provincial de Salud, en
la Sala de Situacion instalada en Santiago, con la coordinacion
del manejo de la informacion.
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