PAHO/WHO is opening an office in Gonaives
PAHO/WHO is opening an office in the city of Gonaives, in the department of Artibonite. At the request of the Ministry of Public Health the new office will be operating within the “Direction Départementale Sanitaire de l’Artibonite” (DSA). Communication equipment together with Internet access and other technical materials are being purchased and delivered to this northern city. A logistician from PROMESS (a PAHO program established to procure and distribute medical supplies to all non-profit health actors) is being mobilized to Gonaives to help in the setting up of office (provision of electricity, water, etc.)
PAHO/WHO is coordinating the health sector and the main activities being carried out are: epidemiological surveillance and vector control, support to immunization activities and the cold chain, and provision of essential medicines. Within this last activity the warehouse will be cleaned out, and, together with the DSA, PAHO is trying to identify partners to reinstall the cost recovery and distribution of essential medicines and medical supplies system.

Vaccination Program

Two Sibir refrigerators have been transferred to the DSA and are now functioning after the intervention of PAHO technicians; however their storage capacity is insufficient for routine immunization activities. Refrigerators for cold chain in Passe-Reine are not operational even after the help of PAHO technicians (there is no technician for the cold chain at departmental level). This problem, compounded by the state of the refrigerators jeopardizes the quality and efficiency of the vaccines. 
A team from the Vaccinations Program from WHO arrived to investigate diphtheria cases in Ennery, define protocols to address the cases and re-establish the vaccination protocols.

Essential Medicines

Warehouse/ Regional pharmacy 
The waste disposal and clean up of the warehouse will be carried out in the next few days; security problems delayed the start of the activities. 
Cost recovery system

It is expected that by the end of 2004 the cost recovery system will be re-installed. Following a large period of provision of medicines without cost it is needed to re-draft policies regarding the cost recovery system where all partners should be involved. Some NGOs have already expressed impossibility to continue to distribute free medicines. 

Provision of Health Care

Approximately 1,800 patients visit different health centers per day. A total of approximately 40 doctors are working in the area.
A new team from the Federation of Red Cross has arrived and will be in charge of transferring the activities of the Red Cross field hospital to the local authorities. The lack of personnel remains a challenge. 

