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PAN AMERICAN HEALTH ORGANIZATION /

WORLD HEALTH ORGANIZATION
Washington D.C., USA

International Day Against the Sexual Exploitation and Trafficking of Women and Children

Washington DC, September 23rd  2001 (PAHO)  -  The Women, Health and Development Program (HDW/Pan-American Health Organization) has been working with the Inter-American Commission of Women (CIM/Organization of American States), to develop a concept paper outlining the context of the trafficking of women and children for sexual exploitation in the Americas. 

We have worked with CIM to develop the concept paper, please visit PAHO website at http://www.paho.org/english/hdp/hdw/trafficking.pdf , as well as a fact sheet and a power point presentation as part of an attempt to raise awareness about this issue and the major public health problems it presents.
Though trafficking is gradually being recognized as a significant global human rights problem, this recognition has focused mainly on trafficking within and from Asia and Eastern Europe.  Thus far there has been very little attention devoted to the issue of trafficking in the Americas, although available evidence indicates that it is a pervasive problem in our region as well.

The trafficking of women and children in the Americas presents a significant public health problem, as well as a violation of victims' human rights.  Some of the public health concerns which trafficking raises include:  

· Physical and sexual violence 

· The spread of HIV/AIDS and other sexually transmitted infections 

· Unwanted pregnancy and the consequences of frequent and unsafe abortions 

· Inadequate maternal and pre and post-natal healthcare 

· Sexual health and sexuality

· Mental health disorders

Click on the links below to read the Concept Paper and the Fact Sheet

For more information, please contact Hilary Anderson at the Women, Health and Development Program  andersoh@paho.org
For more information about the Study of the Trafficking of Women and Children for Sexual Exploitation in the Americas visit CIM's website at: http://www.oas.org/cim/default.htm 

