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It is well known that emergencies and disasters are harsh testing grounds for the logistical and
organizational capacity of the affected countries. The challenge is felt with special intensity in the
health sector, where deficiencies in supply management can have deadly consequences.

The management of supplies, whether from the local market or from an external source, in most
cases is a complex logistical problem that should not be left to improvised decision making. The
acquisition, storage, mobilization and distribution of supplies to the victims of a disaster require
a minimum framework of organization that permits efficient handling and better use of
resources.

This new book provides guidelines to manage this process. It points out that countries and
organizations should incorporate the topic of logistics into their planning and preparedness for
disasters. It also underlines the fact that each step in the supply chain should be seen as a
critical and interrelated link.

Published jointly by PAHO and WHO, this book is the result of many years of practical experience
(especially thanks to the use of the SUMA methodology). Despite the fact that it places emphasis
on drugs and pharmaceutical supplies, the techniques and procedures that it proposes are
multisectoral in nature and can be used in any type of emergency operation.

This book is on the Internet, at:

www.paho.org/english/ped/supplies.htm
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