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CHILE - VOLCANO ERUPTION
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On 2 May, the long-dormant 1,000-meter (3,280-foot)
Chaiten Volcano in southern Chile began erupting and
has remained active, emitting hot gas, sulfur odor and
ash. The volcanic ash has reached as far as Chubut
province in Argentina.

Chilean authorities declared a Red Alert for the area and
ordered a complete evacuation of people within a 50km
(30 mile) radius from the volcano. To date, around 4,000
people have been evacuated and 700 are currently in
shelters.

The Ministry of Health sent protective masks, eyeglasses
and medications to the area, and the Regional Health
Secretariat is closely monitoring the environmental and
health situation.

There have been no reports of deaths, injuries or serious
health problems related to the volcanic eruption. Current
needs are being met with local and national resources.
PAHO is monitoring the situation.
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El 2 de mayo, el volcan Chaitén—inactivo por muchos
aflos—en el sur de Chile empez6 un proceso de erupcién.
Desde entonces, el volcan, de mil metros, se ha
mantenido activo, emitiendo gases calientes, sulfuro y
cenizas. La ceniza volcéanica ha llegado hasta la provincia
de Chubut en Argentina.

Las autoridades de Chile declararon la alerta roja en la
zona y ordenaron una evacuacion completa de toda
persona en un radio de 50 kilometros alrededor del
volcan. A la fecha se han evacuado a 4.000 personas y
700 estan en albergues.

El Ministerio de Salud envié mascarillas, protectores para
los ojos y medicamentos al area y la Secretaria Regional
de Salud esta vigilando permanente la situacion ambiental
y sanitaria.

No hay informes de muertos, heridos y problemas serios
para la salud relacionados con la erupcién volcanica. Las
necesidades actuales estan siendo cubiertas con
recursos locales y regionales. La OPS sigue vigilando la
situacion.

For more information (In Spanish): http://www.disaster-info.net/PED-Sudamerica/
EOC Website and Weekly Reports: http://www.paho.org/english/dd/ped/EOCReports.htm
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