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Source: Prepared by Dr. Maritza Rojas of PAHO’s Mental Health Program, Division of Health Promotion and Protection (HPP/HPM),
Dr. Beverley Barnett from PAHO’s Caribbean Program Coordination (CPC), Dr. Armando Peruga y Heather Selin from HPP/HPM.

Acquired Immunodeficiency Syndrome (AIDS)
Case Definition

Rationale for surveillance
AIDS is a disease targeted for reduced incidence, prevalence
and transmission (9GPW, target 6.3). Control measures are
based on prevention and care strategies. Surveillance is
necessary to assess national needs in education, supplies,
and health care and to anticipate spread in the community.
Surveillance will provide epidemiological data used for national
prevention and care plan and will be essential to evaluate the
impact of control activities.

Recommended case definitions
Different case definitions are used in different countries,
depending on population factors (children, adults, relative
occurrence of opportunistic infections) and on the laboratory
infrastructure and training available. Current case definitions
include: (1-3: for sophisticated laboratory facilities; 4-6 for
limited laboratory facilities)

(1) CDC 1987; (2) CDC/CD4; (3) European; (4) WHO for
surveillance (formerly Bangui/WHO/clinical); (5) Expanded
WHO for surveillance (formerly Abidjan); (6) Caracas/PAHO
& revised Caracas/PAHO.
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Enrollment data and
questionnaire prepared

Country committed Data collected Data analyzed Report written Results
published

Andean Area
Bolivia

Colombia
Ecuador

PerU
Venezuela

Southern Cone
Argentina

Chile
Paraguay
Uruguay

Brazil
Central America

Costa Rica
Guatemala

Panama
Mexico
Latin Caribbean

Cuba
Haiti

Puerto Rico
Dominican Republic

Caribbean
Antigua and Barbuda

Bahamas
Barbados
Dominica
Granada
Guyana

British Virgin Islands
Jamaica

Montserrat
Saint Vincent and

the Grenadines
Saint Lucia

Suriname
Trinidad and Tobago

Table 2: Status of implementation of the GYTS in each country

Legend: Activity completed
Activity on-going


