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Sunday, 20 November 2005 

6:00 p.m.
Registration
Monday, 21 November 2005 

9:15 a.m.
Inauguration and Welcoming remarks



Dr. Joxel García


Deputy Director, PAHO


Argentine authorities

9:45 a.m.
Keynote speech by PAHO Deputy Director, “Importance of Quality Statistics for the Formulation and Implementation of Public Policies in Health”



Dr. Joxel García


Deputy Director, PAHO
10:15 a.m.
Presentation by Area on Health Analysis and Information Systems (PAHO/AIS), “Behind the Statistics”


Dr. Fernando Zacarías


Acting Manager, PAHO/AIS
10:45 a.m.
Coffee break
11:15 a.m.
Presentation of, “Current Situation facing health statistics in the countries of the Americas”
 


Mr. Alejandro Giusti


Technical Officer, PAHO/AIS 
12:30 p.m.
Lunch

2:00 p.m.
Presentation on Health Metrics Network



Dr. Ties Boerma


Director, WHO/EIP/MHI 


Mrs. Carla Abou-Zahr



Team Leader, WHO/EIP/MHI
2:30 p.m.
Presentation by the United Nations Statistics Division and UNICEF



Dr. Jeremiah Banda


United Nations Statistics Division




Dr. Claudia Cappa



UNICEF
3:15 p.m.
Presentation of, “Strategic Plan for the Strengthening of Health Statistics for the Countries of the Americas”

Dynamic and methodology for regional discussion groups



Mr. Alejandro Giusti


Technical Officer, PAHO/AIS
4:15 p.m.
Coffee break

4:45 p.m.
Regional discussion groups: Strategic Plan; Vital Statistics
6:30 p.m.
End of session
Tuesday, 22 November 2005
8:30 p.m. 
Presentations by regional discussion groups on the Strategic Plan; Vital Statistics. Agreements and commitments

9:30 a.m.
Round Table, “Strengthening Vital and Health Statistics: a joint action” 



Invited organizations:
CELADE



CARICOM



UNFPA



World Bank


UNICEF

11:00 p.m.
Coffee break

11:30 a.m.
Regional discussion groups: Strategic Plan; Morbidity and Health Resources Statistics
12:30 p.m.
Lunch

2:00 p.m.
Regional discussion groups: Strategic Plan; Morbidity and Health Resources Statistics (continued)
2:45 p.m.
Presentation by regional discussion groups on the Strategic Plan; Morbidity and Health Resources Statistics. Agreements and commitments


 
3:45 p.m. 
Coffee break

4:15 p.m.
Emerging issues (Open) 


Finalization of conference minutes 

5:15 p.m.
Prioritization of initiatives, agreements, and commitments for the implementation of the Strategic Plan

6:30 p.m.
CLOSING OF MEETING



Dr. Joxel García


    Deputy Director, PAHO


Argentine authorities
INFORMATION FOR PARTICIPANTS
Hotel
Regente Palace Hotel

Suipacha 964 * 1008 Buenos Aires, Argentina

Tel: (5411) 4328-6800 Fax: (5411) 4328-7460

E-mail ventas@regente.com / Web Site: www.regente.com
About Buenos Aires
THE CITY

Buenos Aires is a singular, open and integrating destination that allows the visitor not only to view the city but also to live an exceptional urban adventure. Because Buenos Aires combines varied experiences and this variety may suit all tastes – Bue is really close to any visitor.

Location

The City of Buenos Aires is the capital of the Argentine Republic and is located in the southern hemisphere, latitude 34º 36’ and longitude 58º 26’. The city extends on a plain and has 202 square kilometers (78.3 sq miles). Approximately 3 million people live in this city. Including the metropolitan area, the total population of Buenos Aires is above ten millions, making it one of the 10 most populated urban centers in the world.

The Río de la Plata and the Riachuelo are the natural borders of the city on the east and south, respectively. The rest of the metropolitan perimeter is surrounded by the General Paz Avenue from north to west. This avenue provides a fast connection between the city and the Greater Buenos Aires, a densely populated area with important business and industrial activity.
Climate

The climate of Buenos Aires is mild all year round. The mean annual temperature is 18º C (64.4º F), making extremely hot and cold days very infrequent. Thus, visitors can enjoy walking around the city in any season.

July is the coldest month. Although frosts are rare, a woollen coat, a jacket or an overcoat and a scarf will be required when going out. In winter, cold is moderate during the day, but temperature considerably drops at night.

In summer, the weather is hot and humid. Mornings are warm and during midday and the first hours of the afternoon, the temperature rises. At night, temperature goes down slightly, so people may wear light clothes; coats are not needed. 

Rains are more frequent in autumn and spring (from March to June and from September to December, respectively). They are mild or last a short time, thus activities are not hampered and people usually go out with an umbrella or a raincoat.

In the sunny days of autumn and spring, mornings are slightly cold; the temperature rises at midday and drops again at night.

LANGUAGE

The official language is Spanish. Something to note is the use of vos (you) instead of the Spanish tú for informal treatment, and the use of che to address a person. Currently, Buenos Aires receives tourists from varied nationalities that come for different purposes. Some come to shop, others to enjoy the night life and some others to taste the porteños bohemian lifestyle. Also, there are those who engage in an educational tour and want to study the Spanish language.

The porteños easily understand persons who speak Italian and Portuguese. Most people involved in tourist activities speak English.
SANITARY INFORMATION

Vaccination is neither obligatory nor necessary to visit Buenos Aires since the city is safe from the sanitary viewpoint. The public water supply is reliable. Public hospitals - available for tourists – offer a 24-hour emergency service, without charge. Argentine physicians are considered excellent professionals worldwide.

The ambulance emergency service (SAME) is also for free.

SAFETY

Buenos Aires is a safe city, but as in any other big city in the world, the tourist should take some precautions. For example, avoid leaving your purse or bag hanging from chairs in public places, as well as walking at night along poorly lit areas.

TOURIST SEASON

You may visit the city all the year round. January (summer) is the most tranquil month since many residents are on vacation, but the cultural offer is still abundant and varied.
If you stay for several days, you may combine city tours with visits to places around the city such as the Delta (of the Paraná river), estancias (ranch houses), or Martín García island.
HOLIDAYS

Banks, businesses and some shops close on holidays, but most cinemas and theaters are open.

Generally, companies offering city tours and excursions do not suspend their services.
If a holiday falls on Saturday or Sunday or between Tuesday and Friday, it is generally transferred to the next or previous Monday.

HOURS
The time zone corresponds to GMT-3 and currently no change is made in the summer months.

Activity in Buenos Aires starts in the first hours of the day and extends until late at night. This city has lost the habit of siesta – a nap after midday -, which is still the custom in the interior of the country.

SHOPS

Shops are open Monday through Fridays, from 9 am to 8 pm, and Saturdays from 9 am to 1 pm; however, shops located in important avenues are open on Saturday afternoon. In shopping centers, hours usually extend until 10 pm, including Saturdays and Sundays.

BANKS

Banks open at 10 am and close at 3 pm (some banks extend their closing time to 4 pm). Cash extractions and other transactions may be made in ATMs, 24 hours a day.

ELECTRIC POWER

Electric power in Argentina is 220 volt, 50-cycle alternating current. Power outlets have 2 cylindrical holes or 2 flat holes with ground connection. It is convenient to bring an adaptor for these outlets to use your electric devices without problems.
CURRENCY

The Argentine currency is the peso ($). There are 
$ 100, $ 50, $ 20, $ 10, $ 5 and $ 2 notes, and 1, 0.50, 0.25, 0.10 and 0.05 cent coins.

The U.S. dollar is the most common foreign currency. Banks and casas de cambio (currency exchange offices), where you must present your passport, exchange foreign currency. Shops accept credit cards and dollars.

For more information, please go to www.buenosaires.gov.ar 
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