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I - Introduction:

PAHO has as one of its priorities to identify and propose governmental interventions to reduce health inequities. As in other health issues, decision-making in health equity, requires the constant use of scientific evidence to orient interventions. PAHO has, therefore, subsidized several studies on this topic.  

However, difficulties exist in the utilization of scientific evidence in guiding policymaking, which have puzzled researchers and decision-makers alike. In a series of case studies done in Mexico, Bronfman et al. identified four main types of obstacles in the use of health research by decision-makers, i.e. obstacles related to context, content, stakeholders, and process. Context obstacles include centralized power structures, lack of continuity in planning and policy-making, and lack of financial resources. Obstacles related to content include differences existing between researchers and decision-makers in their use of terminology, in their pace of work, and in their perceptions of the usefulness of each others’ work. The lack of scientific education amongst decision-makers, the practice of decision-making without evidence, and pressures exercised by interest groups are examples of obstacles related to the stakeholders. Finally, they call obstacles of process the lack of appropriate means of diffusion of research results, which is one element that this workshop, promoted by PAHO and FUNSALUD, will address.

An examination of the studies on health equity funded by PAHO shows an additional obstacle in the research process.  Traditionally, the participation of decision-makers and other potential stakeholders happens only after the research process ends, instead of occurring proactively in the identification of priority problems and the definition of themes to be studied. 

Most of the strategies proposed so far to improve the utilization of scientific information for decision-making have mainly consisted of training researchers to better "translate" their results and decision-makers to better understand these results. In studies on the social distribution of knowledge, Gibbons points out the need for a higher level of interaction between researchers, decision-makers, users and funders in the identification and formulation of problems for research.  Building alliances between these actors would create an "application context" for a better utilization of research results.

The need to develop this application context is particularly relevant in responding to complex issues on health equity, which is influenced by a wide range of macro-determinants.  Working on health equity issues requires the involvement of various stakeholders, such as those in the health and other social sectors, finance ministries, organizations of civil society, and the media. However, the studies funded by PAHO/WHO grants program on equity issues, have so far shown limited multisectoral collaboration in setting the research agenda.
  

In this workshop, we will look into the use of information and communication technologies (ICT) to create alliances between stakeholders, i.e. an application context, for research and decision-making on health equity.  In particular, we will focus on the use of the Virtual Health Library (VHL) - Equity and the development of a “Cochrane type” of collaborative review group.

VHL- Equity is a component of DECIDES (the Spanish acronym for Democratizing Knowledge and Information for the Right to Health), a technical cooperation strategy designed by PAHO's Research Coordination Program to reduce inequities in the access of scientific health information in the region of the Americas.  As a platform for DECIDES, VHL provides a decentralized and dynamic collection of information on various health issues, including health equity, targeted to the needs of researchers, health professionals, decision-makers, organizations of civil society, journalists, legislators, and other stakeholders in the Latin American and Caribbean countries.

While VHL - Equity is a tool for strengthening and multiplying interactions and collaboration amongst  the different stakeholders, the Cochrane collaborative review groups, traditionally, draw evidence from systematic reviews for decision-making within the specific area of clinical practice.  Macintyre and others propose a wider application of this approach for research in areas beyond health care, i.e.fields such as education, social welfare, and others relevant to public policy.
 In this workshop, we will discuss the combination of both instruments for decision-making in health equity.


II- Objective:

The objective of this workshop is to formulate recommendations for the further development of PAHO’s VHL project and the creation of a collaborative review group on health equity, thereby encouraging intersectoral alliances that will  promote the development of evidence-based policies for health equity. 

III- Dynamics and Agenda:

After presenting background information and conceptual frameworks on the first day, discussions within working groups will subsequently be held on the following topics: 1) Policy implications of selected studies on health equity in Latin America and the Caribbean, on the second day, and 2) Health Equity and ICT, on the third day.  

On the second day, we will analyze and propose policy recommendations derived from a pool of research studies on health equity issues funded by PAHO/WHO grants.  These projects were developed in a conventional way, in that the researchers were the main actors during the entire research process. With a few exceptions, no efforts have been made to translate the results into policy. By simulating the dynamics of an application context, the discussions held during this first workshop will enable us to identify, on the third day, the ICT needs for continued intersectoral and international discussions on health equity.

To facilitate discussions during these sessions, we will ask beforehand all participants to each examine two projects and consider the following questions:

	Results
· What are the most important results (not more than two) presented in these studies and why?

Policies
· What are the policy implications of these results on a national and a regional level?

· What obstacles would you identify in the implementation of these policies?

Dissemination of information

· To whom and how should these results be communicated?
· Can information technology be useful in this process?



For these workshops, participants will be divided into working groups composed of a variety of stakeholders, i.e. researchers, decision-makers, members of community organizations, journalists and other actors.  Within these groups, they will discuss and compare their answers to the above mentioned questions.  Each working group will thereafter present a report of their discussions at a plenary session.

PROGRAM

Day 1 - June 5, 2001: Opening Session (Master of Ceremony: ?)

	9:00 - 9:15
	Welcoming remarks by Dr. Jaime Sepúlveda  - Director, Instituto Nacional de Salud Pública.



	9:15 - 9:20
	Remarks from the Health Secretary of the State of Morelos


	9:20 - 9:35
	Remarks from Dr. Guillermo Soberón, Director de FUNSALUD.



	9:35 - 10:00
	"Health Equity: The Pan American Health Organization View" - Dr. Juan Antonio Casas, Director, Division of Health and Human Development, Pan American Health Organization



	10:00 - 11:00

11:00 - 11:10
	"Experiences in using Research Results for Decision-Making for Health Equity" - Dr. Julio Frenk, Secretario de Salud de México (in Spanish)

Question Period



	11:10 - 11:25
	Coffee Break



	11:25 - 12:25

12:25 - 12:35
	The Acheson Report: The U.K. Experience - Sir Donald Acheson.

Question Period



	12:35-1:05

  1:05-1:10
	"Evaluating the Evidence on Health Equity" – Dr. Sally MacIntyre, Director, MRC Social and Public Health Sciences

Question Period



	  1:10 - 2:30
	Lunch 



	  2:30 - 4:00

  4:00 - 4:10
	"Macrodeterminants of Health Equity (Panel Discussion)" - Dr. Ichiro Kawachi, George Kaplan, et al.

Question Period



	  4:10-4:25
	Coffee Break



	  4:25 - 4:55

  4:55 - 5:00
	"Obstacles to the Use of Research Results in Decision Making" 

- Dr. Mario Bronfman.

Question Period



	  5:00
	Closing Remarks by Masters of Ceremony


Day 2 - June 6: Policy implications of selected studies on health equity in Latin America and the Caribbean  (Master of Ceremony: Dr. Pellegrini)

	  8:30 -   8:45
	Report of the forum Health Sector Reform in the Americas: Improving the Research Policy Interface - Dr. Cristina Zarowsky - IDRC



	  8:45 -  9:00
	Division of the six groups and orientation for the group discussions

(Pellegrini)

	  9:00 - 10:45
	Working group sessions - First project (1h 45 min)



	10:45 - 11:00
	Coffee break (15 min)



	11:00 - 12:30
	Working group sessions - Second project (1 h 30 min)



	12:30 -  2:00
	Lunch (1h 30 min)



	  2:00 - 3:30
	Plenary session: Group reports (15 min/group X 6 groups)



	  3:30 – 5:30
	Plenary session: Discussion (content and process)


Day 3 - June 7: Health Equity and ICT  (Master of Ceremony: Dr. Pellegrini)

	  8:30 - 9:00
	The Virtual Health Library Project - Abel Packer and America Valdez

	  9:00 - 9:05
	Question Period (5 min)

	  9:05 - 9:35
	Cochrane/Campbell Collaboration in Evidence-based Decision-making: 

	  9:35 - 9:40
	Question Period (5 min)

	  9:40 – 10:00
	PAHO’s proposal: Presentation of technical discussion paper (20 min)

	10:00 – 10:15
	Coffee Break (15 min)

	10:15 - 11:15
	Panel discussion: How can information and communication technology (ICT) be used to create alliances between researchers and other members of civil society to promote the development of evidence-based policy for health equity? (1 hr) 

	11:15 - 11:25
	Question period  (10 min)

	11:25 -  1:00 
	Group discussions (division into 3 groups)

	  1:00 - 3:00
	Lunch (2 hrs)

	  3:00- 3:45
	Group reports (15 min/group X 3 groups)

	  3:45 – 4:45
	Plenary session

	  4:45 – 5:00
	Evaluation of meeting and closing remarks


� The New Production of Knowledge Michael Gibbons et al. 1994


� HDR/HDP, DECIDES: Democratizing Knowledge and Information for the Right to Health. Technical Cooperation Strategy Document, PAHO-HDR/HDP, 2000. 


� Macintyre, S., Chalmers, I, Horton, R





