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CHOLERA O75 - USA: (FLORIDA) RAW OYSTERS, WARNING
As many as 11 people have reported getting sick from eating raw oysters contaminated with
cholera bacteria in northern Florida, officials said on Tuesday, 10 May 2011.
The oysters came from Apalachicola Bay, near Panama City in northern Florida, about 300
miles (482 kilometers) from New Orleans along the Gulf of Mexico coast, and the FDA issued a
warning not to eat them. "There is ongoing, collaborative discussions among all state and
federal partners as we look at this new pathogen to analyze the 1st ever outbreak of this unique
strain of _Vibrio cholerae_," Florida's Department of Agriculture said in a statement.
State officials said 11 cases of illness were reported, while the FDA said 8 of those have so far
been confirmed as "caused by toxigenic _Vibrio cholerae_ O75... No one was hospitalized or
died."
The high number of cases is unusual, given that the Centers for Disease Control typically logs 1
to 2 cases per year, an FDA spokesman told AFP. "From 2000-2010, a total of 17 persons with
toxigenic _V. cholerae_ O75 infection were reported to CDC, the numbers are greatest when the
water is warm," spokesman Douglas Karas said in an email.
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MYSTERY VIRUS IN 8 PATIENTS KILLS ONE. SOUTH KOREA
A mystery virus that has infected eight patients from different parts of the country claimed its
first known victim yesterday morning after a 36-year-old, nine-months pregnant woman died in
a Seoul hospital of multiple organ failure triggered by pulmonary fibrosis and a stroke.
The Korea Centers for Disease Control and Prevention said yesterday that the woman had
received intensive care treatment in a general hospital in Seoul for a month before her death.
Doctors managed to save the baby.
According to the KCDC, the victim was one of the eight patients in the hospital receiving
treatment for various conditions suspected to be caused by the same unidentified virus. All
patients initially received treatments at different clinics around the country, but were later
transferred to the Seoul hospital to receive intensive care, the KCDC said. The patients were not
infected because they were at the same hospital, it said. Seven of the eight patients, including
the victim, were pregnant or had recently given birth. One was an adult male in his 40s.
One patient was treated and released on May 4, and another received a lung transplant after
treatments failed. The KCDC said the 36-year-old victim visited a clinic on April 8 after
showing severe cold- or flu-like symptoms. On April 11, she was rushed to the Seoul hospital.

Despite the hospital’s efforts, pulmonary fibrosis, or scarring of the lungs, developed rapidly.
After suffering from cerebral hemorrhage, the patient died 7 a.m. yesterday.
As anxiety spreads over the mysterious disease, health authorities said they are trying to identify
the virus. Other possibilities, including bacterial infections and other immunological diseases,
are being investigated. Initial tests by the hospital discovered adenovirus and coronavirus,
common cold causes, in two patients. But the KCDC said they may not be the cause of the
pulmonary fibrosis. “So far, we have found viruses that are often discovered in common cold
patients,” said Yang Byeong-guk, head of infectious diseases at the KCDC. “What’s important
is to identify whether the pulmonary fibrosis is triggered by a new kind of virus or not.”
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