Caribbean Community Establishes Rubella Elimination Goal
Resolution on the Elimination of Rubella

The Council for Human and Social Development:
Recognizing the importance of human resources to the continued development of the Caribbean
Community;

Conscious thatrubellain pregnancy gives rise to miscarriage and stillbirths while Congenital Rubella
Syndrome gives rise to children with severe birth defects such as congenital heart disease, cataracts,
deafness, mental retardation and micro-cephaly;

Further conscious of the continued transmission of rubella resulting in cases of Congenital Rubella
Syndrome within the community with the concomitant costs for the care and rehabilitation of children
with Congenital Rubella Syndrome;

Aware that cost-benefit studies in several Caribbean countries clearly indicate that the investmentin
Rubella elimination will bring tangible benefits within five years, given the high cost of care and
rehabilitation of children with Congenital Rubella Syndrome;

Noting that, should an elimination program not be implemented, there could be a substantial number
of cases of Congenital Rubella Syndrome over a 15-year period;

Further noting that the cost of the elimination program is estimated at seven per cent of the cost of
providing care and rehabilitation for those cases;

Resolves that every effort will be made to eliminate Rubella and preventthe occurrence of new cases
of Congenital Rubella Syndrome in the Caribbean Community by the end of the year 2000;

Urges PAHO to coordinate the mobilization of resources and technical support toward this end.
Kingston, Jamaica
21 April 1998
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