Situation report # 2
HURRICANE FELIX
Nicaragua, 07 September 2007
A.  Description of the adverse event:  

Hurricane Felix (Category 5) impacted the area of Sandy Bay, in the Atlantic Coast of Nicaragua at 04:45 AM on Tuesday, 4 September.  The areas affected by the phenomenon are located in the North Atlantic Autonomous Region (RAAN), mainly in the costal communities to the south and north of the city of Bilwi (Municipalities of Puerto Cabezas and Prinzapolka), the communities of Río Coco (Municipality of Waspam), of the mining triangle (Municipalities of Siuna, Bonanza and Rosita). Within 24 hours of making landfall, Hurricane Felix degraded into a Tropical Storm and then into a Tropical Depression. It produced heavy rains and floods in the territories aforementioned and also affected the departments of Jinotega and Nueva Segovia.  

B.  
Impact of the adverse event:  

1.  Environmental:  In the process of evaluation by the national authorities.  

2.  Goods and services (Source CODE Civil Defense 09/06/2007):  

A total of 8,648 dwellings have been affected in the municipalities of the RAAN, Jinotega and Nueva Segovia, of which 7,995 were totally destroyed. Communication by land with the RAAN has still not been reestablished. Nineteen health units in Bilwi have been damaged severely.  

3.  To people (Source CODE Civil Defense 09/06/2007):  

Through a preliminary evaluation carried out by SINAPRED, an estimated population of 37,448 has been affected in the RAAN, Jinotega, and Nueva Segovia. This is a preliminary estimate; large rural areas have not been evaluated.   
According to community sources (not confirmed by SINAPRED) and in response to the search activities carried out by the army, the number of deaths could increase considerably during the next days (a stock of 450 mortuary bags have been delivered by PAHO to the Ministry of Health). There is obvious delay in the official figures of wounded and dead compared with the unconsolidated  information from health posts and centers in the affected area.  The recently arrived epidemiologists from PAHO and the Ministry of Health in Bilwi will be able to give more precise information.  

	Date 09/06/07
	RAAN
	Nueva Segovia
	Jinotega
	Total

	Dead
	22 confirmed
40 non confirmed
	
	
	22

	Wounded
	20
	
	
	

	Missing
	54
	
	50
	

	Evacuated
	17490
	148
	787
	

	# of shelters
	76
	1
	9
	


It is important to mention that the vast majority of the rural communities affected in the municipalities of Waspam, Puerto Cabezas,, and Prinzapolka are culturally Miskito.  


C.  
Response measures carried out by the community, organizations and national authorities:  

· The President of the Republic declared a State of Disaster in the RAAN on 5 September.   
· SINAPRED and the Nicaraguan army are monitoring the situation. National experts and specialized agencies are evaluating the situation at local level.  

D. More urgent needs identified by the country or PAHO  

The most urgent needs could be summarized in the following points:  

· Ensure the delivery of health services to the populations/communities affected, particularly human resources, pharmaceuticals and equipment;  
· Recover the damaged/affected health structures;  
· Strengthen the health units and services at departmental, municipal and local level for surveillance and control of outbreaks and diseases expected after a natural disaster (diarrheal disease, acute respiratory infections and vector-borne diseases);  
· Ensure the quality and control of the water supply in the affected areas; 

E. Actions by PAHO/WHO  
· On September 7, three PAHO staff members (SDE, CD and FCH) joined the 17 members of the Ministry of Health’s unit leaving for the RAAN. This unit received PAHO support in terms of personal protective equipment, equipment for management of corpses, electronic equipment and food for a period of 10 days.   
· A $25,000 grant for logistical support has been made available to the Ministry of Health for its activities in the field.  
· The first phase of the implementation of SUMA started at the headquarters of SINAPRED in Managua with human resources and computer equipment. This will continue during the coming days at Managua’s international airport and in Bilwi.   
· Projects under coordination of PAHO were integrated in the proposal of Flash Appeal (US$1,520,000) and of CERF ($840,000) for the control of outbreaks, recovery of the health units, medical brigades, and water and sanitation.   

· A "Concept Paper" for an amount of 200,000 Euros (and option for 100,000 supplementary Euros) has been sent to ECHO in order to cover emerging aspects such as control of outbreaks and water and sanitation. 
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