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Hurricane Wilma in the Bahamas

Situation Report of 25 October 2005

General Situation
Hurricane Wilma passed over the northwestern Bahamas on Monday, 24 October 2005 between 7 a.m. and 5 p.m. (EDT) as a Category 2/3 storm, with wind speeds in excess of 115mph.  The eye of the storm passed close to the island of Grand Bahama (pop. 46,994) and directly affected this island and Bimini (pop. 1,717).
The storm was accompanied by flooding and storm surge.  One death, a 17 month old infant, has been reported from Grand Bahama.
At the height of the storm, and following a storm surge, more than 200 persons were evacuated from their homes to shelters on Grand Bahama.  Reports indicate that the western portion of Grand Bahama has been the most seriously affected, with the storm surge causing the loss of houses and other damage.
Several “at risk” communities are located in this part of Grand Bahama and these same communities, which were affected by Hurricanes Frances and Jeanne in 2004, were the target of an ECHO/PAHO emergency assistance project earlier this year.
On Tuesday, 25 October 2005, the Government sent teams to undertake preliminary assessments in the affected islands.  The Ministry of Health was represented on the teams.

Health Services
The Rand Memorial Hospital on Grand Bahama suffered minor damage but is fully staffed and functional.  By noon on October 25, electricity and water supplies had been restored to the Hospital.  The main clinics in the west of Grand Bahama (Eight Mile Rock, Hawksbill Creek and West End) are to be assessed.
PAHO Response
PAHO/WHO has offered technical assistance in a number of public health areas and the Ministry of Health and the National Emergency Management Agency will confirm any needs following the preliminary assessments.
