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Thanks for ideas to:

'wisdom of the crowds' discussion with members of the IMIA 
Social Media Working Group -

http://imiasocialmedia.wordpress.com



IMIA Board; Cape Town, South Africa – September 2010



About IMIA

An international, not-for-profit 'association of associations' 

- a 'bridging organisation' to bring together the members of the 
global health and biomedical informatics communities

- over 55 Member Societies – contacts in over 85 countries
- Academic and Corporate Members, WG/SIG
- represents over 50,000 people in health informatics

IMIA has close ties with the World Health Organization (WHO) 
as a NGO (Non Government Organization), and with International 
Federation for Information Processing (IFIP) and the International 
Federation of Health Records Organizations (IFHRO)



About IMIA

The basic aims of IMIA shall be:

- to advance international cooperation;
- to stimulate research, development and routine application;
- to move informatics from theory into practice in a full range 
of settings, from physician’s office to acute and long term 
care; and
- to further the dissemination and exchange of knowledge, 
information and technology. 

- essentially about the science of health informatics



Why content aggregation?

Data/ information/knowledge generation/overload

Aggregation from multiple sources/media via RSS, tags, etc. -
from blog posts, comments, media (photos and video), tweets, 
update notices on other content.

Content aggregation one way of coping?

If we aggregate it, will they come and use it??







Changing relationships and power structures?

Apomediation (changed relationship between traditional credibility 
hubs and the public – from gatekeepers to guides)

Infodemiology/infoveillance:
Infodemiology can be defined as the science of distribution and 
determinants of information in an electronic medium, specifically 
the Internet, or in a population, with the ultimate aim to inform 
public health and public policy. 
Infoveillance – use of infodemiology for surveillance (eg in public 
health)

(from Eysenbach, JMIR)



One example: http://www.webicina.com/public-health/







aggregated content –

mobile platforms – geo-location

personalisation

more than just aggregation 

– remixing, re-using – mashups etc



IMIA Social Media Working Group

Established at Cape Town GA meeting; Sept. 2010
Chair: Chris Paton, New Zealand
Vice chair: Francisco J Grajales, Canada

http://imiasocialmedia.wordpress.com
@imiasocialmedia

Meeting at Medicine 2.0'10 (Maastricht, Netherlands – 29-30 
November) – launch Spanish language community


