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Main Strategic Objective

To promote a healthier
environment, intensify primary
prevention and influence public
policies in all sectors so as to

address the root causes of
environmental threats to health
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Regional Initiatives

» Protecting the health and safety of health-care
workers;

» Preventing and controlling of lung diseases and
occupational and environmental cancers

» Regional Strategy on the Elimination of Silicosis
» Elimination of asbestos-related diseases

» Emerging priorities: Influenza A(H1N1)

» PAHO Health, Safety, and Well-being Committee;
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Prevention of occupational
transmission of infectious diseases:

Initial Pilot, Venezuela
Methodology

»Policy Development

»Building technical capacity
» Information system
» Human development in human resources
» Inter-programmatic approach

»Reaching the local level for sustainability
» Formation of health and safety committees
» Local training: multi-disciplinary approach “institutional
culture of prevention”

»Train-the-trainers workshop
» train leaders from 4 pilot hospitals and state officials with
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Resources

| Ocupacional y Ambiental

Cochrane Occupational

Health Field
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http://www.ttl.fi/Internet/partner/Cochrane/

Project outcomes: prevention of occupational
transmission of blood-borne pathogens

2007 2009
1State sieeeeeessessses > |7
4 hospitals  ..eccevcianeannnnns » 210 health-care facilities
2 partners
PATINETS i > 8 national institutions

1 10 state universities’
public health curriculum

Over 30 000 health care workers
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National iImmunization initiative for health
care workers: achieving decent work in Peru

» Policy Development
» Presidential Mandate
» National Plan for preventing NSI among HCWs

» Immunization Campaign Outcomes
» Over 500 000 health care workers vaccinated
» Immunization in 34 regions

el Hi.::. ¥ CENTRO OE BAUD
ea ! OGN D2 1 AROROL 04D

» Training in Occupational Health & Safety

» 1,200 HCWs trained and 7,300 HCWSs reached
with the toolkit
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2009 Vaccination = =
Week in the Vaccinatien

Vaccination Week in the Americas

cas

Hepatitis B
Immunization of
Health Workers

AIDE-MEMOIRE M checkiist

Ensuring a Successful Vaccination

for an effective approach to the immunization | campaign Targeting Health Workers

of health workers against hepatitis 8 Action Plan for immunizing health workers
O  Identify responsible authority (2.9,

cocupatienal haalth unit)

Implement occupational health and

Are health workers at risk of exposure to hepatitis B virus
(HBV)? a
Yes: HBV is an important occupational hazard for health workers Immunization policy and guidelines
Approx!mately 37% of hepatitis B m_fectlons amonq health workers O Integrate immunization actvities within
worldwide are the result of occupational exposure. existing health and safety plan

O  Allocate human and financial resourcas
The World Health Grganization {WHO) recommends that health workera
be vaccinated against HBY . The WHO Global Plan of Action on : . o
Workers' Health calls upon member counfries fo develop and implemeni| Effective strategies to increase vaccination

occupational policies and pregrams for health workers, including hepatitis| COVeErage
8 immunization * O Demonstrate managemant commitment

towards the health of employees including
providing resources needed to prevent
exposure

What is hepatitis B?
HBV is a viral infection that attacks the liver and can cause both acute Provide and promote accessible and free on-
and chronic disease that can be life-threatening. Persons with chronic site vaccination
HBV infection have a 15 to 25% risk of dying prematurely from Establish participation in vaceination by
HBV-related cirrhosis and liver cancer * Worldwide, an estimated two signed consent or declination
billion people have been infe‘cted with HBY, and mors than 350 millicn Educate health workers about the
have chronic liver infections.” Health workers can become infected occupational risks associated with HBV, the
with HBV by exposure to even small amounts of blood from efficacy of vaccination and other praventive
needle-stick injuries or punctures with blood-contaminated measures
equipment. Repeat reminders to ensure completion of all
three doses of hepatitis B vaccine
How can health workers be protected against HBV? O Integrate immunization into pre-employment
O Immunize crientation for emplayees and students
Q Adhers to standard precautions O Monitor immunization coverage regularly
O Train health workers about mede of transmizsion and preventive
measUres Who should be immunized?
O Ensure access to post-exposure management services O Any health worker who parforms tasks
3 Record and report exposure fo blood and body fluids involving direct patient contact or handles.
blocd-contaminated items is at risk:
Be prepared: asked related to 1 Physicians, nurses. laboratory workers,
the hepatitis B vaccine dentists, pharmacists, aids, and allied
What is the afficacy and safety & hepatitis B vaccine? health professionals
The hepatifis B vaccine is 85% effeciive in preventing HEV infeclion and 1 Support staff, such as transporters,
its chromic conseguences. The hepatitis B vaccing has been used since cleaners. and waste collectors
1982 and over ane billion doses have besn administered worldwide 2 O Students training in the field of ha.

= What are the benefits of being vaccinated against hepatitis B7 Hepatitis B immunization

Hepafitis B vaccination profscts and promates the health of Asalth O Recommended schedule: D, 1, and &
workers, patients, and families. For employers, a vaccinafed workioroe months® o1
coniributes fo the avallabilty of a healthy worklorce. O Dose: 1mL intramuscular injection %ﬂ Health

) O Serclogical testing: a = Organization . p
at are the potential adverse effects of the hepatitis B vaccine O Pre-vacoination: not indicated®” Ll r*‘lcef {’
Potential adverse effects include redness, swelling, and pain af the O Post-vaccination: not required as pari of Barizatar i
injection sife. Serious effecls are very rare. difficully breathing, rash, and a routine program”
shock have been reported.”



http://new.paho.org/hq/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=750&Itemid=834

Other country Initiatives

» Ecuador: Healthy Hospitals (grant recipient)

» Strengthening health and safety committees in
urban and rural (Amazon)

» Preventing occupational transmission of infectious
diseases among HCWSs: more than 400 HCWs
trained

» Trinidad and Tobago: OH and infection control
In health care facilities (grant recipient)
» Sub-regional training

» Technical assistance to MOH during the Summit of
the Americas, Caribbean Games, Heads of States
of Commonwealth meeting

» Development of resources and tools
» Online course for health-care workers
» Workplace assessment tool
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http://www.msp.gov.ec/index.php

Promoting and protecting
the health and safety of
~==®_ Jeealth-care workers

b |

Activities
@ Training
@ Vaccination of HCWs

Surveillance systems
@ Online course for HCWs
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Preventing and controlling eccupational and
environmental cancers

»  Cancer Policy and Advocacy

» Integrate occupational and environmental cancer in PAHO Regional Plan on
Cancer Prevention and Control

»  World Day for Safety and Health at Waork 2008

»  Part of Partners’ Forum to prevent and control chronic disease focusing on
workplace interventions

»  Monitoring and Surveillance
> Integrate occupational cancers into national cancer registries, Colombia,

»  Capacity-building and resource allocation for surveillance (Costa Rica,
N[{or=Tg=Te[VEY)

> Health Promotion and Disease Prevention

»  Translation of e-course on occupational cancer (CCOHS, Universidad El
Bosque), 2009

»  Workplace surveys and interventions to prevent chronic disease and
promote health (SESI Brazil)
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The Americas Regional Initiative to
Eliminate Silicosis (2005)

»WHO, PAHO, ILO

»U.S. National Institute for Occupational
Safety and Health (NIOSH)

»Chile Institute of Public Health and Ministry
of Health

»Brazil FUNDACENTRO
» Peru CENSOPAS
>
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Americas Initiative Components

Implementation of control methodology
Laboratory Analytical Technigues
Respiratory Protection Training
Silicosis Surveillance Systems

Training courses on spirometry and on radiologic reading
using the ILO technique

6. Publications and dissemination of technical guidance
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Responding to emerging priorities:
case of influenza A(HIN1)

WITH COMPLIMENTS OF THE
WASHINGTON LOCAL ORGANIZATION
OF THE PAHO /WHO STAFF ASSOCIATION
(WLO/SA)

INFLUENZA A(H1N1)
nfluenze an @ ‘ectin

1l cannat oM eats
handied and cocked pork of pork products.

SIGNS AND SYMPTOMS
28 those

The symptoms of the new nza A(HINL) an
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Workers' health represented in the Task force
Support to the PAHO EOC

Information session for PAHO-HQ cleaning service staff and
country administrators on influenza prevention at the workplace

FIuUCOMM online course for communities health-care workers and
businesses

Technical support to the countries: using the WHO/PAHO e-
Geolibrary

Staff association for educational materials (over 1500 copies
distribuated)

Video on the use of personal protective equipment for health care
workers recorded in Trinidad




PAHO Health, Safety, and Well-being Committee

Coordinate workshop to identify workplace risks with
collaboration of Executive Management & Dr. Roses

» Facilitated by IAPA, University of Maryland, NIOSH,
Canadian Embassy, Veteran Affairs Administration

Assist in the preparation of the Committee’s terms of
reference and action plan, and policy (CD 2010)

Support the organization and implementation of a 3-day
traveler’s health campaign for PAHO workers

Information session to PAHO cleaning service staff and
country administrators on the prevention of influenza at
the workplace with NIOSH

Respond to staff requests (indoor air quality, noise)
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¢Esta realmente preparado
para su proximo viaje?

La inmunizacion comienza con usted.

Usted cuida a otros.
Ahora cuidese a Si mismo.

Para informacion sobre recursos disponibles para viajar,
isite la exposicion de Salud del Viajero en la cafeteria de la OPS
Iosd 527, ZSde abril del 2009 e nlr e las 12:00 y 1:00 pm,
o haga una cita con la Unidad de Bienestar.




Promotion and implementation of the
Strategic Alllance

Collaboration with the OAS with the inter-american conference with MOL
Il Hemispheric Workshop on Occupational Health and Safety, Peru, 2008
» Provided technical advice to the OAS:

1. Occupational health and safety policy and inspection,

2. OH Surveillance system,

3. HIV prevention in workplace

» Promoted the intersectoral strategic alliance with the labor sector, government,
civil society, and the private sector (SO 7)

» Prepared analysis and summary of country surveys on OHS presented at
preparatory meeting for the Regional meeting with the Ministers of Labor
(September 2009, Trinidad)

United Nations Economic and Social Council (ECOSOC)

Regional Ministerial Meeting on HIV and Development in LAC,
Jamaica, 2009

» Promote the inter-ministerial and inter-sectoral collaboration on HIV prevention in the
workplace

omote bilateral collaboration on policies and programs related to HIV prevention in the
TRDJAEE IRPEollaboration with ILO

Organization




Dissemination of Information

W

thyct
HealthleareaWorKers:
Publications [ Clelel et
Cochrane systematic review

Regional contribution to WHO code of practice on the recruitment and
retention of health care workers, WHO

Healthy Hospital project in Ecuador, Pan American Journal of Public
Health

Protecting Health Care Workers from Infectious Diseases in Latin it ot st
A meric a’ P reve ntl on th rou g h DeS | g n N ews I ette r et Collug ol Otanattonland Grvronmen e

Protecting the health of health care workers, NIOSH e
Aide memoire on immunization for health-care workers & - mosw Cacooe am
Elimination of Silicosis Fact Sheet

Health, Safety, and Working Conditions of HCWSs Fact Sheet

VYVYYVY Y V VYY

Presentations

» International (5)
» Sub-regional (10)
» Elluminate (10)

Pan American
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World Day for Safety and Health at Work

» Recognize and generate broad
awareness of workers’ health in the
Americas

» Engage Executive Management,
other teams and technical areas at
PAHO/WHO, Collaborating Centers,
academia, civil society, workers,
employers, labor groups, media, and
governments

Pan American Health Organizationj\l\;'orld Health Organization (PAHO/WHO) &
the National Institute of Occupational Safety and Health (NIOSH)

s Protect the Health and Safet
» Hundreds of participants from over of Health Care Workers ’

25 countries
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The way forward

Health-care Sector

» EXxpansion to other occupational risks in the health care sector
(e.g.: elimination of mercury, ergonomics and workplace
violence)

Strengthening countries in the implementation of surveillance
systems in the health-care sector

Expansion of the initiative to other countries

Promoting and supporting country-to-country technical
cooperation

Continue updating materials and toolkits

V VV V

Influenza pandemic
» Business continuity plan
» Launch of online course

Pan American
Health
Organization




The way forward

Regional Initiative to Eliminate Silicosis
» Expansion of initiative to other countries

Strengthening policies, registries, surveillance, and interventions
to prevent and control occupational and environmental cancers

» Country profiles
» Smoke-free workplaces
» Asbestos atlas

PAHO Health, Safety, and Well-being Coammittee
» Developing health, safety, and well-being policy
» Implementing action plan

Dissemination of information on workers’ health

» PAHO workers’' health website and social communication
channels (e.qg. list serv)

Pan American
Health
Organization




The way forward

Apply evidence-based policy and practice

Expand initiatives to the informal sectar
Healthy workplace framework on best practices with WHO

Strengthening technical work in alcehol, tobacco, and mental
health

Consumers’ Health
» Partnership with OAS
» Use networks to disseminate information
» Follow consumers’ health alert service with FDA
» BVSDE for consumers’ health

Pan American
Health
Organization
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