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Mortality in children less than 5 years old in the Region of the Americas
Registered trends between 1990 and 2000 projections until 2015
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Infant Mortality: 
Inequality gap in seven countries in the Region
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STRATEgIC FRAMEwORk 

The strategy and regional action plan
for neonatal health in the framework
of maternal, newborn and child care, 

2008-2015

Infant mortality has decreased in our region, but neonatal mortality continues almost 
unchanged.

Social inequality gap: infant mortality in indigenous communities reaches double the 
national average.

26 countries in the Region are below the average in the reduction of infant 
mortality to reach MDg-4.

The speed of the annual average decrease in mortality of children under 
5 years between 1990-2003 was 2.6% per year. To achieve the goal by 
2015 an annual rate of 6.3% will be necessary.
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Source: Economic Commission for Latin America and the Caribbean (CEPAL), about the base of tabulation from the United Nations, World Population Prospects.  
The 2006 [online database] http://esa.un.org.unpp/. 

* Calculations carried out by the source, from data obtained as linear interpolation of estimates of probability of dying before turning 1 year old for 1985-1990 
and 1990-1995 (1990 data) and 2000-2005 and 2005-2010 (2007 data).

Latin America and the Caribbean (35 Countries and Territories): Advances in the 
Decrease of Infant Mortality, 1990-2007, The Pending Reduction Until 2015*

(Indicator 14: infant mortality rate)
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The State of Children’s health
in Terms of Achieving MDg4

Every year, approximately 400,000 children under the age of 5 die in the LAC region, with much higher rates 
among indigenous populations. Of these deaths, 70%, or 280,000, are children less than 1 year old. 70%,
or 196,000, of these occur during the neonatal period. The infant mortality rate has decreased 48% in the 

LAC region over the last 15 years. however, neonatal mortality has remained almost unchanged.


