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In accordance with Resolution CD50.R16, which urges Member States to incorporate the 

concept of human security into country plans, the SDE area has been actively working to 

promote awareness, build knowledge, and facilitate integration of human security 

approaches into health policies and programs within the Region.  In continuation of these 

efforts, the SDE area and the Japanese Center for International Exchange (JCIE) co-

hosted a the regional meeting, Health and Human Security in the Americas (hereafter 

referred to as the “Regional Meeting”) in Lima, Peru from 6 to 8 September 2012.  The 

following report summarizes activities related to the Regional Meeting, main conclusions 

reached from this event, and remaining challenges/areas of work/follow-up 

 

I. Background: 

 

The Regional Meeting represents a continuation of SDE’s activities to advance 

discussion, understanding and application of human security in the Region of the 

Americas.  These activities have included the organization of two subregional workshops 

examining the relation between health and human security (H&HS), and an international 

technical consultation to consider the approach of public health towards human security 

as well as to review a draft technical reference document on H&HS.  This document, 

Human Security: Implications for Public Health, was finalized and subsequently 

published in August 2012.  Therefore, one objective for the Regional Meeting consisted 

of distributing and disseminating information about this new publication.  

 

However, the larger goal of the Regional Meeting was to identify the added value of 

human security approaches to health in the Region, with a view to explore the possibility 

of developing policy guidelines and methodological tools for integrating the human 

security approach in health programs and activities.  An additional objective included 

promoting awareness for personnel in PAHO and Member States, academic institutions, 

civil society and other organizations of issues and approaches to addressing human 

security and its relationship with health.   

 

The proposal for this event and to collaborate with JCIE in its organization grew out of 

the May 2011 seminar Health and Human Security in Africa (Dakar, Senegal).  JCIE, 

which has been a leader in the advancement of human security, particularly in the health 

field, invited PAHO’s participation in this event.  The organizations’ shared goals were 

recognized at this time.  A partnership was thus established between PAHO and JCIE to 

implement the Regional Meeting in efforts to meet the mandates of the above-mentioned 

resolution, to build a stronger knowledge base of the role of human security in the health 

field, and to begin developing policy guidelines and methodological tools for the 

incorporation of human security within the context of health. 

 

An integral element of this event and PAHO’s and JCIE’s ongoing collaborative work 

involves the identification and analysis of initiatives in the Region which incorporate, or 

have attempted to incorporate, aspects of a human security approach into the 

implementation of health-related activities.  The experience of these ‘case studies’ 

provided a basis for analysis and exploration with Regional Meeting participants in order 

to identify the added value of human security in the Region as well as elements for future 

guidelines on H&HS. 

 

Additional supporting activities of the PAHO project team leading up to the Regional 

Meeting included creating the Health and Human Security website and conducting 
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outreach through social media channels to publicize information about the Regional 

Meeting. 

 

II. Summary Events  

The Regional Meeting consisted of the following events and activities: 

 

Symposium – Health and Human Security in the Americas (see Annexes 1 

and 2 for agenda and attendees list) 

 

The Regional Meeting opened with the Symposium on Health and Human Security in 

the Americas on 6 September 2012.  More than 120 attendees were present and an 

additional 133 attendees joined online via Elluminate.  Attendees included stakeholders 

from multiple sectors with representatives from national, regional and international 

organizations, including key decision-making, policy development and funding 

institutions across the Latin American, Caribbean, Asian and African regions.  The 

objectives of this event included dissemination of the human security concept and 

PAHO’s technical reference document, presentation of the UN Secretary General’s 

2012 Report on Human Security, and exploration of Regional experiences in 

integrating health and human security through the presentation of selected case studies.  

Discussions throughout the day elaborated upon how health is ideally situated as an 

entry point for human security and examined the integration of human security into 

public policies.  Following presentation and analysis of H&HS case studies, afternoon 

panel members discussed ways to promote human security in Peru and the Americas by 

using examples of the approach in action. 

 

Workshop (see Annexes 3 and 4 for agenda and participants list) 

 

Health professionals in the field and related subject matter experts were invited to 

participate in a technical workshop held at the PAHO/WHO Representation in Lima on 

7 September 2012.  The 55 participants who took part in this workshop engaged in a 

more in-depth analysis of the case studies presented during the Symposium in order to 

identify elements necessary for effective integration of H&HS in policies and 

programs, and which might serve as the subject of future guidelines to effectuate this 

integration.  Activities and discussion throughout the day were interactive and 

dialogue-based.  These included small-group break-out sessions to debate the following 

key thematic issues for operationalizing H&HS approaches: defining roles for different 

sectors and actors; coordination mechanisms for multisectoral action; balancing 

protective and empowerment strategies and promoting participation; mechanisms to 

ensure sustainability; how human security approaches, the health sector and primary 

health care have, and should, intersect in integrated measures to maximize H&HS. 

The following points represent some of the key themes, messages and conclusions 

reached during the workshop (see Annexes 5 and 6 for more information on group 

discussions and key messages): 

 Community-driven, participatory approaches are critical in creating accepted, 

context-specific interventions capable of building community empowerment 

 Weak evidence-base for H&HS initiatives poses a significant challenge which 

calls for more evaluations, impact assessments, as well as the development of 

appropriate measurement instruments and indices  
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 Methods to create spaces for information/knowledge exchange and shared 

decision-making between communities and other actors/executing parties was 

identified as a priority area for operational guidelines 

 Intersectoral action is crucial, for which key operation strategies include 

establishing a common agenda and agreeing upon leadership roles and 

responsibilities among actors 

 Continued need exists to disseminate and raise awareness of the human security 

concept and its relation to health 

 Governments have mandate to protect populations and foster community 

participation and empower, but role and level of responsibility variable between 

different levels of government and over time 

 

Strategic Planning Meeting (see Annex 7 for agenda) 

Events in Lima concluded on 8 September 2012 with a closed strategic planning 

meeting for PAHO, JCIE, and selected partners to discuss next steps over the short- and 

long-term to follow-up on the Lima meetings and to move forward with case study 

analyses and the development of guidelines. 

 

Case Studies and Field Visits 

PAHO, JCIE and partnering researchers developed and provided PWRs and country 

advisors with a screening tool to identify initiatives in the Region which might serve as 

case studies of the implementation of human security approaches.  In total, 29 

initiatives were received for consideration representing 11 countries, distributed as 

follows: 4 in South America (Bolivia, Brazil, Colombia and Peru), 5 in Mesoamerica 

(El Salvador, Guatemala, Honduras, Mexico, and Nicaragua) and 2 in the Caribbean 

(Haiti and the Dominican Republic).  More in depth information on these initiatives 

was next solicited through use of a second survey instrument provided to original 

respondents and project leaders.  Responses were collected electronically, from 

personal and teleconference interviews, and supplemented by review of publicly 

available information.  Complete information was available for 17 initiatives across 

nine countries at the time of the Regional Meeting.  These included: Bolivia, Brazil, 

Colombia, Dominican Republic, Guatemala, Honduras, Mexico, Nicaragua, and Peru.  

 

Eight case studies were chosen for presentation during the symposium, with selection 

being based on the degree to which screening tool criteria were met, and with the goal 

of achieving a diverse representation by region, initiative setting, and type of human 

security threat addressed (see Annex 8 for information on case studies presented).  The 

five case studies below were also selected for field visitation in Peru—the Regional 

Meeting host country—and Brazil coinciding with the Regional Meeting: 

 

Peru Field Visits (3 to 5 September 2012) 

 Tupac Amaru Network initiative for integrated control of urban dengue in 

Comas, Lima  

 Project for control of cisticercosis in humans through an integrated 

community approach to pig production and byproduct handling in Tumbes 

 Sustainable Health and Agriculture: Intermittent dry irrigation in rice 

cultivation for malaria vector control in the North Coast, Chiclayo 

 

Brazil field visits (9 to 11 September 2012) 

 Sao Paulo Human Security Project Initiatives 
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 Green and Health Environments Project Initiatives 

 

Field visits were attended by members of the PAHO (HQ & Peru) project team and of 

the JCIE delegation for the purpose of having contact with national and local 

authorities, generating greater insight into the challenges and opportunities facing 

human security initiatives and a better understanding of progress made and associated 

impacts on health and well-being.  The  

 

Case study analysis and select field visitation has continued since the Regional 

Meeting, but key reflections from analysis at that time which were discussed during the 

workshop included the fact that most initiatives can be characterized as top-down rather 

than bottom-up, that collaboration between the health sector and academic institutions 

is the most common form of intersectoral action identified, that most initiatives have 

not performed evaluations or impact assessments, and that the threats most frequently 

addressed by initiatives were violence, food insecurity, poverty, water and 

environmental problems. (See Annex 9 for more information on case studies and 

findings from analysis)  

 

III. Conclusions and Future Directions 

 

The Regional Meeting provided participants with a valuable opportunity to gain a better 

understanding of the human security concept and how this relates to health, not only in 

theory, but in practice.  The symposium and workshop created a forum for sharing 

experiences that helped identify important elements for guidelines.  Insights from field 

visits and ongoing case study analysis further enrich these perspectives.  Taken together, 

the lessons learned are adding to the body of knowledge in this area.  The SDE human 

security project team will draw upon this knowledge foundation as it moves forward to 

develop policy guidelines and methodological tools for integrating H&HS, whose 

exploration is requested by Resolution CD50.R16. PAHO’s work to develop these 

guidelines will continue to benefit from the collaboration of JCIE and be supplemented 

by findings from a complete synthesis of case studies (now under development).  The 

team will work to offer PAHO/WHO Representatives and country advisors support in 

developing H&HS projects beyond these guidelines, by forging stronger links with the 

United Nations Trust Fund for Human Security and other key resources. 

 

Additional supporting activities include preparing a progress report for the UN Secretary 

General’s consideration in the next report and participation in the upcoming June seminar 

on health and human security in the Asian Region (being organized by JCIE, dates TBD).  

Parallel work involves continued awareness raising efforts, including dissemination of 

information products developed such as the H&HS technical reference document, which 

will be facilitated by building and maintaining the Health and Human Security internet 

site.  A related strategic effort is the establishment of the Health and Human Security 

Advancement Network (HAHSAN) for professionals and practitioners.  By launching 

this network in January 2013, we hope to build a community of practice, creating a space 

for dialogue and information exchange which will generate knowledge and help identify  

best practices in the Region and beyond as we advance from human security theory to 

implementation strategies for health.   
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