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The 12th Session of the Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues was held 20 - 31 May 2013 and in this Review Year, the focus was on the progress made in the implementation of the Forum’s recommendations in the areas of health, education and culture. 

The PAHO Delegation to the PFII (Karen Sealey; Isabel Noguer; Sandra Del Pino; Javier Vasquez; Isabel Espinosa; Donnette Critchlow; Jinny Klimas; Leire Pajin) attended many of the Sessions as well as various side events. As agreed with WHO, PAHO also represented WHO, and in this regard, kept Veronica Magar, WHO Focal Point, informed. The following is a summary of the key sessions and side events attended. Attached are the report of the Recommendation on Health and copies of statements made by PAHO advisers. 

PAHO also attended all the meetings of the UN Inter-Agency Support Group to the PFII. A summary of these and the follow-up actions required are available at the end of the report. 
More detailed information, including the detailed Program of Work and all official documents, can be accessed through the website of the Permanent Forum at: http://social.un.org/index/IndigenousPeoples.aspx   

Monday, 20 May 2013

PFII Discussion on Health
The Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues (PFII) discussed follow up action with regard to recommendations previously made concerning the health of Indigenous Peoples.  This session was moderated by the first Chair of the Forum from the African region, Mr. Paul Kanyinke Sena, and included the following panelists: Dr. Myrna Cunningham Kain, Member of the Permanent Forum, Dr. Miriam Conejo, Ministry of Health, Ecuador, Ms Suprano Suriamanto of the Asian Indigenous Peoples Pact and Dr. Karen Sealey, PAHO/WHO Special Advisor, UN Matters and Partnerships.
Dr. Myrna Cunningham Kain gave an overview of the health of Indigenous Peoples and noted that over the years the Forum had made 64 recommendations on health, 40 of which are being implemented and 24 still outstanding, while acknowledging that some progress has been realized, especially with regard to the incorporation of an intercultural approach to health, Dr. Cunningham stated that many challenges remain, including in the areas of mental health, and particularly suicide among indigenous youth, NCDs and the sexual and reproductive health of indigenous women and girls.   UNICEF, ECLAC, UNFPA, UNAIDS, Health Canada and the public health service of Canada were commended for the work done in keeping with their varied mandate areas.   PAHO was also commended for their study on HIV/AIDS among indigenous youth in some countries of Latin America and their published report, which stressed the necessity for the greater involvement of Indigenous Peoples in the design of studies being done in their communities. Dr. Cunningham recommended that continued focus be placed on the social determinants of health and that the UN Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples be used as the framework for improving health and bridging the gaps in health between Indigenous and non-indigenous Peoples.

Dr. Miriam Conejo updated the Forum on the efforts being undertaken by her Government to improve the health of Indigenous Peoples and particularly their adoption of an intercultural approach to health.  She noted that even though international health standards should be respected, health systems should also recognize and support ancestral medicine and traditional health care.  In Ecuador, the majority of health services have incorporated an intercultural perspective and this is particularly evident in the family, community and health programs.  In this context, Dr. Conejo underscored the importance of policies, programs and the training of key professionals, as demonstrated in the case of an indigenous patient who had benefitted from an intercultural approach in the delivery of her baby.

Dr. Suprano Suriamanto of the Asian Indigenous Peoples Pact presented the findings of a study on the sexual and reproductive health of two specific indigenous groups of women in southern Thailand.  She noted that despite Thailand’s claims of having met all the MDGs, if this information were disaggregated there would be significant disparities in the health of Indigenous and non-indigenous Peoples.  The study previously referred to revealed that: (a) sexual and reproductive health is not discussed in indigenous communities and that young people are required to learn from observation, (b) though most marriages are voluntary some marriages are forced due to rape, (c) there are no laws governing spousal and other forms of rape which increases the protection provided to women and (d) women cannot refuse to have sex with their husbands.  As a consequence, Dr. Suriamanto recommended: that UN Women and ESCAP conduct further studies on the sexual and reproductive health of indigenous women in Thailand and that access to reproductive and health services be expanded and women empowered in this process.

Dr. Karen Sealey, while focusing on the health of Indigenous Peoples of the Americas and PAHO’s efforts to promote equity and an intercultural approach to health, also provided an overview of the progress in the health of Indigenous Peoples globally, for example in Canada and Australia.  She informed of PAHO’s five lines of action, namely: incorporating the perspective of Indigenous Peoples into programs in support of the attainment of the MDGs; improving information and knowledge management on indigenous health issues; strengthening regional and national capacity for evidence-based, decision-making; integrating of an intercultural approach into primary health care systems including the use of traditional medicines, practices and providers; and developing strategic alliances with Indigenous Peoples and other key stakeholders to further advance the health of indigenous women and men.   She noted that PAHO also mainstreams the intercultural approach throughout all its programs. She gave examples of varying forms of collaboration with LAC governments and indigenous communities, including the People, Voices and Faces initiative which facilitates closer collaboration between states and vulnerable populations, including Indigenous Peoples.   

Dr. Sealey took the opportunity to announce that Ecuador was the winner of the 2013 PAHO annual competition on “Best Practices that Integrate Equality and Fairness in Gender and Interculturalism,” for the project “Improving life conditions and strengthening the identity of the Andean population of Cotacachi, through the promotion of intercultural practices on ancestral health.”  

COMMENTS:

· Dr. Sealey was asked if PAHO or WHO had a rating/grading system on best practices as a means of encouraging closure of the existing gaps in health.  In responding, Dr. Sealey noted that PAHO/WHO resists ratings of countries rather in collaboration with national authorities and Indigenous Peoples, it analyzes the situation of a country and advises on relevant best practices to address the national goals set for the improvement of the health situation.  

· The UNFPA Representative informed of their efforts to mainstream the rights of Indigenous Peoples into their programs on sexual and reproductive health services and of its introduction of culturally appropriate sexual and reproductive health care worldwide.
· Canada, Nicaragua, Australia, Chile, Paraguay and Mexico provided updates on national developments as it concerns the health of Indigenous Peoples.  
· Some NGOs made specific requests to the UN system: 
1:  The Caucus of Indigenous Persons with Disabilities reminded of the need for attention to be placed on the health of the disabled;

2:  The Indigenous Youth Caucus requested that UNICEF and WHO pay attention to the mental health of Indigenous youth and convene a meeting to address youth suicide.

3: The Representative of the Indigenous Information Network:

a. recalled a previous recommendation of the PFII and reiterated its request that UN Women and WHO convene an expert session on health including the sexual and reproductive health of Indigenous women, taking into account the effect of environmental toxins 
b. requested that WHO be consistent in its approach to the policies and programs regarding the health of Indigenous Peoples
The full report on the PFII recommendations on health is attached in Annex A and the PAHO statement on health is attached in Annex B.
Tuesday, 21 May 2013

Side Event: Investing in Indigenous young people to achieve healthy populations 
PAHO, in collaboration with the Permanent Missions of Spain, of Guatemala and of Ecuador to the United Nations, convened a side event to highlight the importance of investing in indigenous young people to achieve healthy populations; to examine best practices and lessons learned; and to identify challenges and opportunities of indigenous adolescents and youth in Latin America over the next decade.  A panel of experts, practitioners and indigenous youth from PAHO and four countries in the region (Brazil, Ecuador, Guatemala and Uruguay), presented the current situation in the Americas with regards to indigenous adolescent and youth health; best practices and lessons learned from interventions at the country level on the promotion of mental health, the empowerment of adolescent women, and the prevention of adolescent pregnancies among indigenous populations.  

The panel discussion was introduced by Mr. Javier Vasquez, Moderator, who provided an overview of the situational analysis of the health of indigenous adolescents and youth in the LA region, including the relevant socio demographics and stressed the unacceptable situation in relation to mental health (depression and suicide prevalence) and sexual and reproductive health.  He singled out the Pan American Indigenous Youth who Work for Health Network, as a good example of how indigenous adolescents and youth in the region can influence policy; share best practices and lessons learned; and coordinate, in order to ultimately improve their health and wellbeing.

Ms Cándida Coxolcá, Indigenous Youth Representative from Guatemala, presented on best practices and lessons learned from “INCIDE”, a youth based organization working to empower indigenous young people, especially girls, to: receive integrated sexual education; obtain integrated adolescent health services; and take on leadership roles in their communities.  Among the challenges facing indigenous adolescent girls in her community today are: issues related to women’s reproductive rights and sexual autonomy; political participation; and traditional gender roles. She highlighted that the culture of “Machismo”— male dominance and superiority - was encouraged by parents and society, in general, and legitimized through patriarchal social systems. Some of the lessons learned from INCIDE’s work to empower young indigenous women include the need for advocacy to ensure community recognition and support; the involvement of young indigenous women in policy dialogue and development; and the promotion of adolescent indigenous women networks.  

Dr. Mariana Maleronka Ferron, Special Secretary for Indigenous Health at the Ministry of Health in Brazil, presented the major mental health challenges facing indigenous young people in Brazil, including alcohol abuse, violence (gang and domestic violence), child abuse and neglect, and high suicide rates. She also presented a best practice in which the Community Organization Ipari, an indigenous youth-based organization is working to improve mental health in the Boro Boro community in Brazil through a focus on social inclusion; income generation; social network support; and the revival of traditional agricultural practices. This group also uses its weekly meetings to discuss problems related to alcoholism, which they consider to be a symptom of poor mental health.

Dr. Miriam Conejo Maldonaldo, Head of the National Direction for Human Rights, Interculturalism and Social Participation in Health in Ecuador, described a situational analysis of indigenous young people in Ecuador, describing some of the challenges facing this population in terms of their sexual and reproductive health and identifying contributing factors to the high level of adolescent pregnancies, namely: traditional gender roles, low usage of contraceptive methods, high usage of traditional methods to avoid pregnancy, and an increasing school dropout rate. From its experiences, Ecuador has concluded that the following are important for sustainable impact: strategic information disaggregated by ethnicity; interventions targeting indigenous women; results-based management and accountability; capacity building of health care providers and indigenous young people; inclusion of men in prevention efforts; programs that ensure that young people—especially pregnant girls—continue their studies; and finding ways to participate in policy dialogues.

Dr. Ernesto Rodriguez, Director, Latin American Center for Youth in Uruguay commented on how the presentations related to the current political situation in the region, including the great disparities, inequalities, and social exclusion that young indigenous people experience in the LA region today.  He posed the question as to whether it was more effective to have policies and programs by Indigenous Peoples for Indigenous Peoples, or to integrate issues pertaining to these populations within already existing policies. Dr. Rodriguez emphasized the importance of including young indigenous people in social programs, and the need for developing national and community projects specifically targeting these populations. Equally important to a supportive regional environment, he emphasized, is the promotion of positive, non-discriminatory attitudes and behaviors at the community level, for example, to prevent exclusion of many indigenous young people (especially women and LGBTI members) from available health and education services. He enumerated on the additional actions recommended by PAHO: encourage the integration of intercultural practices into existing health systems and services; increase the quantity and quality of existing sexual and reproductive health services for indigenous young people, using a gender, diversity and human rights framework; and including intercultural disease prevention and health promotion in education curricula at the primary, secondary and tertiary school levels.

COMMENTS:

It was noted that many of the presentations demonstrated the importance that needs to be placed on addressing the social determinants of health and on building capacity to analyze and formulate policies using a human rights, gender, and equity-based approach. 

Wednesday, 22 May 2013

Human Rights Session 
Member States, Organizations of Indigenous Peoples, UN agencies and Special Rapporteurs of the UN discussed critical issues on the promotion and protection of the human rights of Indigenous Peoples, including their right to health and other related human rights.  It was concluded that the rights of Indigenous Peoples across all areas of human endeavors must be respected, advanced and their participation guaranteed in formulating any decisions affecting them.


The main speakers during the human rights session included: the Indigenous Disability Caucus, United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees, National Human Rights Commissions, the UN Special Rapporteur on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples, the Expert mechanism on the rights of Indigenous Peoples, the UN Voluntary Fund for Indigenous Peoples, ILO, World Bank and PAHO/WHO, among others.
A statement was presented by Mr. Javier Vasquez, PAHO/WHO Human Rights Law Advisor who provided the audience with a summary of the main initiatives of PAHO/WHO on the right to health and other related human rights of Indigenous Peoples.  As part of his introduction, Mr. Vasquez referred to PAHO Resolution CD 50R8 (“Health and Human Rights”, 2010) and PAHO Resolution CD47R18 (“The Health of Indigenous Peoples”, 2006) as the mandates that guide the development of the above-mentioned initiatives.  He also noted that PAHO’s initiatives on the health and human rights of Indigenous Peoples are rooted in ILO Convention No. 169 Concerning Indigenous and Tribal Peoples in Independent Countries; especially with regard to the provisions on Social Security and Health; and other international human rights instruments such as the UN Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples, the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights and the American Convention on Human Rights, “Pact of San Jose, Costa Rica”.
The full PAHO statement on human rights is attached in Annex C.
Side Event - Indigenous Youth: Education and Culture, from an intergenerational perspective
This event was co-sponsored by the Permanent Missions of Ecuador and of Australia to the United Nations as well as the Continental Network of Indigenous Women (ECMIA), aiming to promote a dialogue on the situation of young Indigenous Peoples and the difficulties faced in a multicultural world. The discussion was moderated by Ambassador Xavier Lasso, Permanent Representative of Ecuador to the UN with opening remarks from Ms Tarcila Rivera, (ECMIA). Panelists included: Mr. Joseph Elu, Ms Tania Pariona, LAC Representative of FIMI, Ms Otilia Lux de Cotti, and Ms Mirian Masaquiza. 

Ms Pariona noted that it was a positive sign that indigenous youth were rising up in the western education system, but that this was not without concern for compromising the values, lessons and overall cultural knowledge of their respective indigenous groups. She noted that formal state-run education did not teach indigenous languages, accurate history and ancestral reality, or anything relating to the indigenous economy, including arts, medicinal plants and overall survival.

Ms Rivera underscored the need for intergenerational communication and alliances and urged respectful policy in order to instill faith in the work of governments and policy makers. In the theme of education, she noted that intergenerational values weren’t considered, nor were they taught. She also noted that there were limitations in what was considered “education”, as it was narrowed to include a title and a degree only.

Mr. Elu discussed the Aboriginal experiences in Australia and noted several reconciliation efforts being carried out on behalf of the government. He highlighted the global context of the next generations, who will be living in a more diverse globalized world. He also urged for awareness on cyber bullying and the effects on younger generations.

Ms Lux de Cotti stated that all the education of Indigenous Peoples needed to be transferred to the younger generations and that strategic communications, curricula and educational programs must reflect the intergenerational approaches and mentality of the Indigenous Peoples. For the LAC region, she encouraged the strengthening of the democratic systems, which she regarded as illegitimate without the participation of Indigenous Peoples. 

Ms Lux de Cotti highlighted the wish for a university solely for the teachings of Indigenous Peoples. With respect to the post 2015 development, she noted that would it was necessary to create a sustainable and philosophical economic development plan that respects the rights of mother earth, natural laws and ensures plentitude for all.

Ms Masaquiza, who works with the Secretariat of the Permanent Forum, gave her personal experiences of growing up in a system that did not value or respect her indigenous roots. She noted the abuse and arbitrary detention of her father, and outlined other adversaries that she overcame in order to make it to where she is now. She spoke words of encouragement to all the young Indigenous Peoples to encourage them to keep living their dreams.

She encouraged constructive alliances with non indigenous people in order to confront all forms of racism and discrimination.

Comments were made from the audience:

· Navajo Representative from the USA spoke and outlined her struggles in securing a degree in medicine, after learning from the legacy of her father; who was a predominant medicine man in her community. She also noted that he had later died of diabetes, highlighting the prevalence and concern of NCDs among Indigenous Peoples

· A Representative from Nicaragua noted that national reconciliation had included Indigenous Peoples and youth in development plans, particularly in the Ministry of youth. A focus on sports and recreational spaces was regarded as a primary focus for the government. He highlighted concerns within Nicaragua, specifically for children and adolescents, as well as with gender-based violence.

· A Representative from Bolivia highlighted the need for a normalization of all languages

· A Representative from Mexico highlighted the recent creation of a school in Vera Cruz that taught Indigenous principles 
· A Representative from Ecuador thanked Ms Masaquiza for sharing her story, which was regarded as having opened up the path of strength for those who suffered institutionalized discrimination, including patriarchy. 

Friday, 24 May 2013 
Comprehensive dialogue with United Nations agencies and funds

Under this item, PAHO/WHO gave a statement to provide information to the audience on different activities that are being conducted in the Americas to highlight the priorities that have been identified in regards to the health of Indigenous Peoples: access to health services, viewed from a broad perspective; and the improvement of health information systems. Given these two main priorities, PAHO has developed a new strategy on cultural diversity that is in the process of consultation, both at the country and regional levels with other stakeholders, including indigenous representatives. The statement reported on the recently organized meeting in Bolivia, which gathered representatives from nine countries with significant indigenous populations. Another event is currently being organized to discuss the new strategy on cultural diversity, the accreditation of intercultural services and professionals, and best ways to improve social participation. PAHO is working in several technical areas, to promote and protect the right to health of Indigenous Peoples, in particular in the field of communicable diseases, such as TB, malaria and non-communicable diseases. 
Collaboration with other WHO regions in the field of gender and equity mainstreaming was noted, as were two side events organized in Geneva on the occasion of the 66th World Health Assembly.  
The full statement made by PAHO is attached in Annex D.
Tuesday, 28 May 2013

PFII Meeting on the World Conference on Indigenous Peoples

The PFII dedicated an entire session to the exchange of views on the World Conference on Indigenous Peoples (WCIP), scheduled to take place 22-23 September, 2014.   The panelists for this item included: Dr. Myrna Cunningham Kain, Member of the Permanent Forum, H.E. Luis Alfonso de Alba, Permanent Representative of Mexico to the U.N. and Mr. John Henriksen, International Representative, Saami Parliament, Norway. The latter two are the co-chairs for the preparatory process for the WCIP.

The participants stressed the importance of 2014 as an important year for the deepening of political policies and programs to promote the rights of Indigenous Peoples and noted that WCIP presents a good opportunity for the joint assessment of progress made and gaps remaining for implementation of the DRIP and that it was also a time to celebrate the achievements made by Indigenous Peoples.

Dr. Cunningham outlined the preparatory processes leading up to the WCIP noting that so far all regional meetings of Indigenous Peoples have been held and that Indigenous Peoples have also participated in the following complementary meetings:  the meeting of disabled Indigenous Peoples in Madrid, Spain 2012;  the International Meeting on Higher Education in March 2013; the Indigenous Peoples Forum at IFAD, Feb 2013; and the civil society consultations on the post 2015 development agenda in Mexico, April 2013. Dr. Cunningham stressed that the UN Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples (DRIP) should guide the outcome of the Conference but also noted the importance of soliciting the views of all Indigenous Peoples including women, youth, the disabled and elderly.  It was specifically noted that in the case of LAC, ECLAC is in the process of collaborating with the Ford Foundation to prepare a report on the status of Indigenous Peoples in the Americas, which would form the basis for the LAC regional meeting, scheduled to be held in Mexico.  Other regions such as Africa and Asia were encouraged to hold similar regional preparatory meetings with governments and Indigenous representatives to identify points of convergence.  

Ambassador De Alba noted that the co-chairs have been consulting with States friendly to Indigenous issues to identify next steps and that identification of the themes will be withheld pending discussions on the convergence between the other consultative tracks.  He stressed that the preparatory process must include Indigenous Peoples as well as governments, as was done for the drafting of the UN DRIP and opined that there was no reason why such collaboration is not possible.  He, too, encouraged Africa and Asia to convene regional meetings such as the LAC meeting that took place in Mexico, as this would facilitate the identification of points of convergence.  Ambassador Alba will be consulting with the PGA to identify a replacement government co-facilitator for this process, as he will soon be relinquishing his post.

Mr. Henriksen recalled that the modalities resolution for this Conference mandated the PGA to identify themes, co-chairs for panel discussions and a few other issues. Particular attention was being placed on the indigenous preparatory mechanisms, in particular, the Global Coordinating Group (GCG) which benefits from representation from all 7 regions and which has been instrumental in raising awareness and funds for the participation of Indigenous Peoples in this process. However, Mr. Henriksen noted that some indigenous groups have chosen to conduct their own consultations outside of this platform, while others have chosen not to participate at all in this process, which they consider either irrelevant to their particular situation or unimportant to furthering their cause.  Through the GCG platform concrete measures have been recommended for inclusion into the outcome document, which will be discussed in the Alta Meeting in Norway, June 10-12. 
The following comments were made from the floor:

· For full and effective participation of Indigenous Peoples in the preparatory process, including the drafting of the outcome document.

· That the UN Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples be the normative framework for the Conference.

· The need to convene regional meetings between governments and Indigenous Peoples to identify points of convergence

· Appointment by the PGA of a State Facilitator and an Indigenous Facilitator for the drafting of the outcome document to bode consensus

· No decision be made on the themes to be addressed during the WCIP until the conclusion and the determination of Indigenous Peoples during the Alta Conference to inform states of the priority of Indigenous Peoples 

· UN Agencies, Funds and Programs be actively engaged in this process leading up to the conference and that they identify concrete ways to support Indigenous Peoples in this process

· That states consult Indigenous Peoples nationally, regionally and internationally after the Alta Conference to build consensus on the themes and that they support the full and effective participation of Indigenous Peoples in this Conference, including financially

· That the US Government brief their Embassies and Consulates on this process in order that they may issue visas expeditiously to enable Indigenous Peoples to participate in the WCIP;  

· That the informal interactive hearings convened by the PGA be held back to back with the PFII next year to reduce the cost of participation of Indigenous Peoples in this process.

· Parliamentarians in all countries were encouraged to participate in the processes leading up to the WCIP.

· Several delegates stressed the need for the consideration of other topics such as violence against women and girls, aquacide, human rights of Indigenous Peoples, the conduct of multinational corporations on indigenous lands and territories and the right of Indigenous Peoples to practice their religion and culture.  

· While Governments, Indigenous groups and the UN Department for Public Information outlined their preparations and contributions to the successful convening of the WCIP.

· The Russian Federation while pledging to actively participate in the WCIP also stressed that the rules of procedures of the General Assembly must be observed in the convening of this Conference and the drafting of the outcome document.

Side Event - Valuing Traditional Knowledge: Sharing Intercultural Perspectives from the MDG Experience 
PAHO, the Permanent Missions of Ecuador and of Panama to the United Nations, in collaboration with the MDG Fund, co-sponsored a side event to share lessons learned from MDG projects in indigenous communities in the LAC region, and current national approaches to facilitate participation of indigenous voices in shaping the way forward for a future, inclusive and sustainable global development agenda. 

The panel was moderated by Dr. Isabel Noguer, Coordinator, Gender, Diversity and Human Rights Office, PAHO/WHO, and included participation by: Dr. Myrna Cunningham, Member, Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues; Mr. German Flores, Vice Minister Participation, Ecuador; Ms Rosalee Coatlicue Gonzalez, Xicana Kickapoo, Representative, International Forum of Indigenous Women (IFIW); Mr. John Scott, President, Center for Public Service Communications and PAHO Consultant, Disaster Risk Reduction (DRR); Ms Paloma Duran, Senior Advisor, MDG Fund.

Dr. Noguer underscored that health services must respect traditional knowledge and that it would be important that Indigenous Peoples play an integral role in the shaping of the post 2015 health and development agenda, as well as in the achievement of the MDGs. She highlighted that social determinants of health were critical to an inclusive and sustainable human development agenda, and in this regard, underscored PAHO’s commitment to universal health coverage (UHC). This, she said, calls for increasing access to health services for Indigenous Peoples, through among other things, requiring integration of intercultural services and improving the health information systems to allow for routine collection of disaggregated data by ethnicity. 
Dr. Cunningham began by describing the indigenous concept of health and the advances made in the autonomous Caribbean coast of Nicaragua, where Indigenous Peoples exercise their cultural and collective communal rights. She recommended this as a model for autonomous public health services, underscoring the need for the promotion of culturally relevant policies and practices, and in coordination with the Ministry of Health for complementarity of indigenous and western medicines. 

She called on the WHO to support intercultural public health services and centers globally, using regional advances that will afford the opportunity for western practitioners to make referrals to indigenous practitioners. She noted that this was of crucial importance in documenting and controlling indigenous sicknesses.

Dr. Cunningham reminded participants that the UN Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples, states, among other things, that Indigenous Peoples have equal rights to fully enjoy the highest levels of physical and mental health; the right to access, without discrimination, all health services; rights to their traditional medicines and to maintain their health practices, including the conservation of their plant, animal and mineral remedies. She noted that, in the LAC region, there are at least 17 countries which recognize the rights of ethnic groups, including in their health services that respect traditional medicines and cultural diversity.  She called for structural changes in the organization and provision of health services to include access, without any discrimination, to all social and health services that the State offers and adoption of measures to eliminate the equity gap between Indigenous and non Indigenous peoples. 
Mr. Flores discussed the advances being made in Ecuador to promote and protect indigenous medicines and practices, which had previously been prohibited by police and medical practitioners. The revival and respect for indigenous cultural practices in the mainstream community was afforded by an increase in social sector investment, from 4.2% in 2006 to 7.7% in 2012. He noted that such investment had helped to reduce poverty and inequality from 37% in 2006 to 27% in 2012. 

The investments fostered the creation of various programs that the Ministry of Economic and Social inclusion developed to improve the quality of life, including for Indigenous Peoples. Examples of programs include sexual and reproductive education of youth to prevent teenage pregnancy; cash transfer systems to ensure children stay in school; expanded care for disabled persons, the elderly and child development programs, as well as programs to prevent drug use.

With regards to the culturally relevant health system improvements, Mr. Flores stated that the fundamental element to improving access to public health services for Indigenous Peoples was for Western practitioners to have a greater understanding of indigenous sicknesses and to be inclusive and nondiscriminatory. 

Ms Coatlicue presented a summary of MDG projects, which involved Indigenous Peoples and were supported by the MDG Fund. Of particular importance was the MDG project on water and sanitation, that was led by Indigenous Peoples living in Panamá. She highlighted best practices and lessons learned, noting that it was critical to include the perspectives of Indigenous Peoples to promote women leaders and to empower women at the community level. She reiterated that the indigenous voice was essential to the success of any development project within indigenous territories.

Mr. Scott described how PAHO/WHO, ISDR and the PFII are collaborating with Indigenous Peoples throughout the Americas, and globally, to improve DRR strategies and management. He noted that LAC was extremely vulnerable to a wide variety of hazards, which were constraining development efforts, regarded as of particular concern given the middle-income status of most countries in the region. 

He noted that traditional indigenous knowledge, values and culture are important risk reduction tools that must be valued and incorporated into DRR strategies. He reminded participants that Indigenous Peoples have a deep understanding of and respect for the environment, but that outside development practices were adversely affecting their environment, leading to manmade disasters and, at times, rendering traditional knowledge irrelevant. He underscored the need for the indigenous voice and called for a codified set of protocols for engagement with Indigenous Peoples. He called for more culturally appropriate information sharing on disaster preparedness be available in indigenous languages.
Ms Duran provided background information on the MDG Fund, which was created in 2007 through an agreement between the Spanish Government and the UN. The Fund, through a partnership with UNESCO, is also supporting efforts to position cultural diversity in the post-2015 agenda as a key factor for sustainable development.  
Ms Duran discussed the global monitoring and evaluation strategy that was implemented at the program level with baseline indicators, which were developed in a participatory and culturally relevant manner. She highlighted that necessary information was collected to measure progress towards these indicators and to demonstrate the gap in terms of progress towards the MDGs of Indigenous Peoples. The communication and advocacy strategy, which was also implemented globally, promoted that joint programs incorporate communication and advocacy activities in their actions, using the MDG agenda as a tool for social mobilization and a basis for discussions on development. 

Further, MDG-F worked to guarantee knowledge management of lessons learned in the implementation of joint programs and have also been innovative and strategic in combining and supporting three key agendas, namely: the MDG Declaration, the Paris Declaration and UN reform.

In closing, Ms. Duran shared best practices through MDG-F partnership with IFIW, including examples generated through the various strategies of the Fund. 
Thursday, 30 May 2013

Post 2015 Development Agenda
In her Opening remarks, Dr. Cunningham noted that the MDGs were developed without the participation of Indigenous Peoples (IP) and that subsequently two meetings had been held to render the MDGs relevant to them. The experience thus far has indicated that critical to the success of projects that involved IPs has been empowerment of women and capacity building. 

Over last year, through the meeting of the Advisory Group on Inequality and the online consultations, the following issues of importance to IPs have been identified: 

1. Respect for their identity

2. Observers of collective rights 

3. Policy and programs for health

4. Youth, women and disability

5. Recognition of culture as the fourth pillar for sustainable development

6. Rights to consent for all must apply to IP

7. Relationships and perspectives

8. Statistical information for policy analysis and formulation 

The consultation with civil society hosted by Mexico was very much appreciated by IPs because in addition to being invited to participate in the general discussions, they were given space to dialogue among themselves. At that consultation, additional issues relevant to LAC were identified for consideration in the upcoming PDA deliberations:   

· Migration  and gender equality are critical to the Americas 

· The PDA must be interwoven with the completion of the MDGs and not have parallel tracks; the process for the participation of IPs in the following stages for developing the PDA should be clearly defined; the outcome of the WCIP must feed into this  

· Gender equality is emerging and IP agree that there needs to be specific indicators to measure this 
The other panelists were:

H.E. Ms Patricia Espinosa, Former Minister of Foreign Affairs in Mexico, Member of SG’s High, who noted that there was less than 1000 days left for the achievement of the MDGs and that all stops must be pulled out by countries and the international community. The process after 2015 must complete MDGs and go beyond this. For this, there must be structural change in societies which facilitates inclusiveness. 
The SG was commended on insisting on and facilitating broad consultations. For this reason, for Mexico, the civil society consultation in Guadalajara and the G20 discussion in Los Cabos were very important. 

For Mexico, Guadalajara was the beginning of a process which should continue in the implementation stage. Ambassador Espinosa agreed with Dr. Cummingham’s call for global objectives but national goals. Sustainable development, she said, will require a sea change at the international level as well. 

Ms Amina Mohammed, SG Special Adviser on the Post-2015 Development Planning, emphasized that MDGs integrated the development issues, brought about a balance between being focused while addressing a comprehensive agenda. She reminded participants that the Millennium Declaration still remained valid but that now two different agendas must be merged– that of universality and of sustainable development. She noted the many inputs now available for the SG’s report: the report of the High Level Panel; the Global Conversation Begins; report of Sustainable Development Solutions Network; reports of the regional commissions and the report of the Global Compact 

Ms Daniela Bas, Director, Division for Social Policy, DESA made a passionate plea for including the disabled in the discussions, especially the disabled IPs and incorporating their needs into the various goals. 

Mr. Nikhil Seth, Director, Division for Sustainable Development, DESA is encouraged by the visionary approach being taken by the SDG OWG as illustrated by descriptions such as “transformative, ambitious, focus on implementation and accountability”. He made the following practical recommendations to IPs in order that they may achieve their goal of being included:1) engage in development of SDGs (culture recognized as important, take UNDRIP as given and Rio+20 support for informed consent), 2) join in the dialogue with co-chairs which occur every morning that the OWG meets 3) participate in the special session in the fall and 4) submit summary of the discussions of the Forum and other discussions and ask for them to be circulated among Missions. 

The Representative of the Asian Indigenous Peoples Pact highlighted that if the cultural differences of concepts, such as poverty are not taken into consideration the IPs as far as they are concerned could be worse off after development. 

A few comments were taken from the floor including that by PAHO, on behalf of WHO, in which we shared the results of the global consultations on health and highlighted a couple of PAHO contributions to the LAC discussions on the PDA. 
The full PAHO statement is attached in Annex E

Meetings of the Inter Agency Support Group (IASG) on Indigenous Peoples’ Issues 

PAHO/WHO delegation, as part of the IASG had a series of meetings during the UNPFII: there were internal meetings among the agency representatives; meetings with members of the Permanent Forum (PF) and also meetings with representatives of several indigenous organizations. PAHO/WHO representatives also had informal meetings with key stakeholders. 

Some of the main issues raised during the IASG meetings include:

· Best ways to improve communication at different levels: among different members of the IASG and also with the members of the PF, in particular, in terms of coordination and communication towards the World Conference and the Post 2015 Agenda;

· Importance of the country level activities and its integration at a regional level; examples of agencies (FAO) work were given in this regard to indigenous organization representatives who had;

· To improve information flow between the PF members and the IASG, it was proposed at least two face to face meetings between the PF members and the IASG. This is to be coupled with two bilateral meetings between individual IASG members and PF focal points at times to be fixed to suit the agenda of the Forum during each annual session. 

· The connection between the World Conference on Indigenous Peoples (WCIF) and the post 2015 development agenda is critical, a priority issue for many UN agencies; complicated modalities of the Conference were explained to the members of the IASG and the role of the SPFII. A series of meetings are in preparation.

· The IASG met with a delegation from the Asian Caucus to discuss best ways to improve collaboration and involvement with the IASG and activities of UN agencies at the regional and country levels. In this regard, some good practices were given by some of the agencies on work conducted in Asia. Some of the issues that were raised affecting the work conducted at the country levels were the role of the focal points of the different agencies and the budget as well as commitment from the region on indigenous issues. 
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