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Regional Action

Partners’ Forum: PAHO, PAHEF, Global Business Forum Meet
PAHO hosted a meeting on 16 June 2009 with representatives of the private sector to discuss the new Partners’ Forum for Chronic Disease Prevention and Control, scheduled to be launched officially on 29 September. Participants included representatives from five pharmaceutical companies—Abbott, Eli Lilly, Glaxo Smith Kline, Merck, Novartis, Sanofi Aventis and Sanofi Pasteur—and from Nestlé, Pepsico, and Shell. The companies are members of the Global Business Forum, a Washington, DC–based organization that facilitates contact and dialogue between governments, business, and international organizations. This was the fourth year of this PAHO/GBF exchange. 
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[image: image27.wmf]The meeting, titled “Opportunities for Public-Private Partnerships to Address the Challenges of Health in the Americas,” focused on the creation and functioning of the new Partners’ Forum, which PAHO is spearheading to facilitate a multisectoral approach to prevention and control of chronic noncommunicable diseases (CNCDs). The forum is intended to serve as a platform for dialogue and synergistic action between the public and private sectors and civil society on joint solutions to chronic diseases, healthy lifestyles, and supportive environments. PAHO will act as broker and catalyst between the different sectors and partners.  

The meeting also focused on specific ways the Partners’ Forum could contribute to the achievement of goals including high-level policy attention to chronic diseases, public education, dietary salt reduction, cervical cancer prevention, scaling up access to quality health services for chronic diseases, and workplace wellness. The need to work on neglected problems like mental health and epilepsy was also discussed. 
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Participants expressed a high level of interest in working with PAHO and agreed that current collaboration should be expanded and deepened from contractual relationships to include leveraging of core competencies and capacities such as marketing, distribution, and education and training. 

As part of the multipartner approach, PAHO is working with the CARMEN Network of countries; key PAHO/WHO Collaborating Centers; international nongovernmental organizations (NGOs) in heart disease, diabetes, and cancer; Consumers International, the International Business Leaders Forum (IBLF), and the World Economic Forum (WEF). These collaborations seek to develop the Partners’ Forum and to strengthen country and staff capacity to engage in multisectoral partnerships, which are key to winning the fight against chronic diseases. 

PAHO participants in the June 16 meeting included Dr. Mirta Roses, PAHO’s Director, and PAHO professional staff Juan Manuel Sotelo, José Luis di Fabio, and James Hospedales. Ed Kadunc, Director of the Pan American Health and Education Foundation (PAHEF), also participated. 
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Course on Evidence-Based Chronic Illness Care
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The CARMEN School announces the course Evidence-Based Chronic Illness Care (EBCIC) that will take place at the University of Miami, Florida, on 12-17 July 2009. This course is a collaborative effort between the PAHO Chronic Disease Project and the Department of Epidemiology and Public Health of the Miller School of Medicine at the University of Miami (UM). The course is appropriate for health professionals involved with chronic disease management and quality of care at different levels of the public health system. The present course is a condensed version of the EBCIC offered as a one-week summer course. 
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Contact Person: Albertó Barceló, PAHO Chronic Disease Project.

Progress in the Countries

CARIDIAB Caribbean Diabetes Project
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	CARIDIAB—Guiding and supporting national quality improvement initiatives for diabetes in less well-served parts of the world: a proof-of-concept project in the Caribbean 


Part of the Caribbean Chronic Care Collaborative (CCCC)

With the goal of improving the quality of life of people with diabetes, ten countries are the English-speaking Caribbean—Antigua and Barbuda, Anguilla, Barbados, Belize, Grenada, Guyana, Jamaica, St. Lucia, Suriname and Trinidad and Tobago—are collaborating in a project aimed at achieving real and sustained improvement in the quality of diabetes care and outcomes.
Online Project Documentation

· 
 Full project description
(15 pp) 

· International Learning Session 1 (LS1, Grenada, 12/2008) 

· 
 Report, full text
 (20 pp) 

· 
 Presentation, Day 1
 

· 
 Presentation, Day 2

· 
 Questionnaire to Assess the Diagnosis and Treatment of Chronic Diseases
 | Summary 

· 
 Implementation Manual for Collaborative Projects to Improve the Quality of Care for People with Chronic Diseases
 | Summary 

· Managing Hypertension in Primary Care in the Caribbean 

· Managing Diabetes in Primary Care in the Caribbean 

· 
 Diabetes Education Curriculum for Health Professionals in the Caribbean 
| Summary (with list of 17 training modules contained in the document)
Contact Person: Albertó Barceló, PAHO Chronic Disease Project.
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[image: image30.emf]The VIGITEL conference was organized by the Secretariat of Health Surveillance of the Ministry of Health of Brazil and held in Brasília on 29–30 April 2009.The goal was to present and discuss the methodology of using landline telephones for risk-factor (RF) surveillance of chronic noncommunicable diseases (CNCDs) in conjunction with researchers from different Brazilian universities, and to receive their input on the methodology. Over the past three years, the Ministry of Health has been applying the VIGITEL methodology and has thus been able to draw some conclusions.  

Contact Person: Branka Legetic, PAHO Chronic Disease Project.
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National Hispanic Cardiology Leadership Network

On 20 May in Washington, DC, PAHO staff participated in the one-day National Hispanic Cardiology Leadership Network meeting, dedicated to improving heart health in the US Hispanic population. The Network is part of the National Alliance for Hispanic Health.

The excitement about the Network was evident throughout the day’s discussions and shown in all of the work that has already been accomplished by the workgroups. 

The Network would like to share with newsletter readers some with its recently released products:
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The bilingual heart health guide Caring for Your Heart - Cuidando su corazón is available online or you can e-mail Edgar Gil for copies to distribute in your activities.

· Spanish-language heart health fact sheets 

· Its Cardiovascular Health Page.

· Video interviews about the Network meeting (in Spanish).

· Telemundo coverage via the Alliance website or YouTube (in Spanish). 

Contact Person: Branka Legetic, PAHO Chronic Disease Project.

Information Resources

New Ciclovías Brochure

Ciclovías recreativas: A Public Health Program 
The lack of physical activity in today's society is an emerging problem. Ciclovías are one approach for promoting physical activity in communities, thus preventing chronic disease.
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In the 21st century, focus has shifted towards the increasing public burden of chronic illnesses such as cardiovascular disease, cancer, and diabetes. Sedentary lifestyles are one of the main risk factors for chronic disease.
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The Ciclovía-recreativa is more than just a bicycle path: it is the temporary closure of streets to motorized traffic, which allows the public to engage in physical activity through running, walking, cycling, and more. Policy-makers, as well as city governments, may find in Ciclovías a rather simple program to effectively promote physical activity in their communities.

Color brochure (4 pp) 


 English
 | 
 español
 | 
 português

Main Ciclovías Website:  español 

Video Links: English | español | português
Contact Person: Enrique Jacoby, PAHO Chronic Disease Project

New PAHO CNCD Homepage 

[image: image35.wmf]PAHO would like to announce its new homepage for CNCDs on its new Web platform. Materials are divided up under main headings and there are ample links to the archives from the old site. The site in Spanish is under development and should appear later on this summer.
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News Roundup

This Month’s News Links in English (from most recent)

· US opposes transparency of pharmaceutical industry economics at ... 
· Constructive plan needed to reduce crime and violence, says St Kitts-Nevis PM 
· FDA Approves a Novel Novartis Drug 
· Narace: More children smoking 
· New Lupus Drug Showed Positive Results In Trial Said Manufacturer 
· Researchers uncover how nanoparticles may damage lungs 
· Studies Report More Harmful Effects From BPA 

· Healthcare Spending on the Rise – highest in US 
· Public health chief promotes free prostate tests 
· Diabetes diagnostic test recommended as standard 
· Breastfeeding may reduce MS relapses 
· Doctors Say New Diabetes Drugs Hold Great Promise 
· Lack of Sleep Can Raise Blood Pressure Over Time 
· Global Vaccine Market Cervical Cancer Vaccine Market Future Forecast 
· Alcohol abuse can be cut by taking these steps 
· The first real numbers for Tourette's syndrome 
· US/Mexican Health Experts Meet to Discuss Common Concerns 
· Global Vaccine Market and Cervical Cancer Vaccine Market Future Forecast 
· Cognitive behavioral program may help teens at-risk for depression 
· FDA close to gaining oversight of tobacco 
· Four-type HPV Vaccine Receives WHO Pre-qualification 
· Conference Explores Positive Approaches to Sexuality and Sexual Health 
· Ministry moves to implement mental health plan (Guyana) 
· What's happening with the national healthy lifestyle programme? (Jamaica)
· ICA supports WHO's 'World No Tobacco Day' 
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Vínculos de este mes a noticias en español (del más reciente)

· Prevenir y educar, destinos de comunicación en salud en Cuba 
· Diabetes, cáncer e hipertensión arterial provocan casi el 50% de ... 
· La internación judicial 
· OPS elogia sistema cubano de atención primaria de salud 
· Hay 300 millones de migrantes en mundo 
· Buscan garantizar una vejez plena en América Latina 
· El sistema de salud mental de Río Negro elegido por la OPS como ... 
· Una vacuna enseña al cuerpo cómo combatir el melanoma 
· Estudiarán factores de salud 
· Denuncian ONG rezagos en lucha antitabaco 
· Declaran la obesidad como problema de salud pública en Colombia
· Barrio Adentro ha salvado más de un millón de vidas en cuatro años 
· Un tercio de la población venezolana tiene hipertensión ... 
· Jóvenes y alcohol se “mezclan” en 50% de los accidentes viales: CEPAJ (México)

· Dan atención especial a diabéticos en IMSS (México)
· Ácido fólico, un gran escudo 
· Investigadores platenses para la creación de alimentos funcionales 
· Nueva terapia contra los casos de cáncer de mama más difíciles de combatir  
· Renovarán control de contaminantes atmosféricos 
· Adolescentes fuman menos 

· El cigarrillo, una bomba de tiempo

 HYPERLINK "http://www.lahora.com.ec/frontEnd/main.php?idSeccion=884121" \o "http://www.lahora.com.ec/frontEnd/main.php?idSeccion=884121" \t "_self" Alumnos entre los más fumadores 
· Organización Panamericana de la Salud pide profundizar lucha contra el consumo de tabaco 

Vínculos em português

· A obesidade e o abuso de medicamentos para emagrecer 
Source: Selected from daily lists compiled by Sonia Mey-Verne, PAHO Public Information Office.
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To subscribe, please write a request to Pilar Fano (fanopili@paho.org). Readers are invited to submit their contributions of 1–3 paragraphs on activities related to chronic disease in the Americas by sending them to Dr. James Hospedales (hospedaj@paho.org) with copies to Suzanna Stephens (stephens@paho.org) and Pilar Fano (fanopili@paho.org). Letters to the Editor should be addressed to Silvana Luciani (lucianis@paho.org). Instructions and criteria can be found on the homepage for this newsletter at the web link below: [image: image20.png]
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We would like to thank our readers for having participated in the brief survey that attached to the last few issues. Your feedback will help us determine future directions and better meet your needs. We are in the process of evaluating your comments and will keep you posted on the results!
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