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This classification schema for Oral Health Indicators in the Pan American region invites countries to think about
running activities that help to run programs that expand oral health to include vulnerable populations. These
benchmarks are directly tied to PAHO's 10-year Regional Plan on Oral Health, and the three driving principles of
public health: disease prevention, health promotion, disease surveillance.

Countries have two benchmarks upon which to gauge their progress: first is the traditional DMFT value. The second
is based upon the initiatives that the country has launched for oral health.
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