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World Urban Health Day
Urbanism and Health
FIRST HISPANOAMERICAN AND INTERAMERICAN CONTEST OF GOOD PRACTICES IN URBANISM AND HEALTH

Panamerican Health Organization (PAHO/WHO) and the Spanish Agency of International Cooperation with the support of Collaborating Centers PROINAPSA-UIS and EDC invite participants to the First Hispanoamerican and Interamerican Contest of Good Practices in Urbanism and Health.
Objectives
· To identify good practices of urban health in the Americas and Spain.
· To create a portfolio of good practices in urbanism and health.
· To strengthen the horizontal cooperation among countries by means of exchange of experiences and lessons learned in urban health.
Who can participate?
Municipal governments, social groups, grassroots, non governmental organizations (NGOs) and private organizations that have carried out, for more than 2 years, project(s) that contributes to the urban health and fulfills the criteria established for this contest.
This contest emphasizes identifying, disseminating and awarding good practices in the context of urban health in cities of the Americas and Spain.
There is no limit on the number of good practices that a city can present. It could be from a group of community members, a neighborhood or a delegation, or presented by a non governmental organization or a team working for the municipal government.
Process of application, qualification and selection of 
winning experiences
Submission of experiences

All the social or governmental groups that wish to participate in the contest must apply formally by filling out and submitting the Documentation and systematization template or the Application Form, which later needs to be emailed to the PROINAPSA Institute of the Industrial University of Santander, Collaborating Center of the PAHO/WHO in Colombia, the organization responsible for the management of the contest.
 
Email address:  concursosaludurbana@gmail.com
All applications will be accepted until 6:00 PM (Colombia time), on Friday, March 19, 2010. Applications will not be accepted after this deadline. 

            
Evaluation of basic requirements

Following five (5) working days to the reception of the Documentation and Systematization template or Application Form, PROINAPSA Institute-UIS will check that the experiences presented in Spanish and Portuguese fulfill the basic requirements established in the contest, and will proceed to notify the interested institutions. EDC will do the same process with the application in English. Additionally, the experiences that are formally accepted for the contest will be assigned an institutional authentication code.

Prequalification of experiences

Until March 29, 2010, the PROINAPSA Institute-UIS, in coordination with PAHO/WHO, will make the filtering process to classify and prequalify all the experiences (in Spanish and Portuguese languages) formally registered in the Contest—though all experiences in Portuguese will then be analyzed by a Brazilian technical group. 

Filtering of all the experiences presented in English will be made by a group of professionals from the Education and Development Center. (EDC)
Recognition of the best experience by cluster

The experiences will be classified into 10 clusters, and the best experience chosen by the members of the Board will receive a special recognition. 

	Cluster (Category)
	Coordinator

	Human Security: Prevention/reduction/response to violence, road safety, protection and security
	Alessandra Guedes and Eugenia Rodriguez

	Healthy lifestyle/living and reduction of tobacco, alcohol and drugs
	Maristela Monteiro

	Job generation and occupational health and safety
	Maritza Tennassee

	Healthy Settings (communities, neighborhoods, universities schools, workplaces, markets & community centers)
	Marilyn Rice

	Urban Infrastructure: Urban Planning, public cleaning, urban transportation, recycling, renewable energy, green areas and water and sanitation.
	Paulo Teixeira

	Pollution and climatic change: Atmospheric pollution reduction, noise control, chemical and technological hazards reduction
	Carlos Corvalán

	Equity, Reduction of Slums and Response to Vulnerable Groups: (inclusive urbanization: street children, homeless, vulnerable groups).
	Sofialetica Morales

	Emergency and Disaster Preparedness and Response
	Ciro Ugarte

	Communicable and Non-communicable Diseases
	Ximena Eyrie

	Maternal and Child Nutrition and Health
	Matilde Maddaleno


Final qualification by the Technical Committee from the Americas and Spain
From the 30th to the 31st of March of 2010, coordinators of each one of the clusters (categories) will analyze, in cooperation with the respective technical committees, the prequalification carried out by PROINAPSA and will come to select one good practice for each cluster.
As part of the International Technical Committee from Spain this contest will have members of the School of Public Health from Andalucía: EASP and from EDEX as Collaborating Center. 

Final selection of winning experiences by the International Examining Board
From the 1st to the 5th of April of 2010, the members of the International Examining Board will carry out the final selection of the winning experiences from all the clusters.
It will be considered that the decisions of the International Examining Board are ultimate and undisputable.

Publication of results

The results of the contest will be published and released to the public, through the same means the public invitation was made, starting on April 5, 2010. 
Prizes
First Prize to the best five experiences

The five (5) best experiences will all receive the First Prize. The prize consists of a National Recognition on April 7th during the celebration of the World Health Day, an award plaque, and a diploma granted by PAHO/WHO.
They will get the opportunity of getting their experience filmed and broadcasted to the Regional level
In addition, the coordinator of each experience will be invited, with all travel expenses covered, to the 2010 II Forum of Urban Health (the host country is still to be defined) 
Calendar of important dates
	February 5 - March 19
	Diffusion and public convocation for submission of experiences

	March 19, 2010
	Deadline for submission of applications

	March 20-29, 2010 
	Prequalification of experiences by the Institute PROINAPSA-

	March 30-31, 2010 
	Final selection of the winning experiences by the Examining Board of each cluster (category)

	April 1-5, 2010
	Selection of the five winning experiences by the Latin American Committee

	April 5th, 2010 and on
	Publication of the results


Criteria
The experiences enrolled in this contest will be evaluated based on following general criteria of good practices in urban health:

	Criterion
	Description

	Takes place in an urban setting.
	The experience must detail a good practice that is carried out in a city and faces an urban problem, either with a direct or indirect effect on the health of people.  

	Positive impact on urban health
	The experience demonstrates a positive impact on the public health and/or in the urban environment of a district or a zone of a certain city.

	Sustainable
	Demonstrates that actions can be sustained with regular budgets and that what has been invested is reasonable for the resulted impact. 

	Duration 
	The experience shows evidence that actions are part of a process of urban health, with a duration of no less than two (2) years

	Social inclusion
	Emphasis on the permanent promotion of greater conditions of fairness and on the fortification of individual and collective capacities that affect a greater social inclusion, a greater fairness and gender perspective and, if relevant, take into account a multicultural vision. 

	Effective Participation of key actors.
	Concrete mechanisms that encourage the greatest possible participation of key actors of the community in all stages of the process, and that promote a participative democracy, a greater governability and transparency.

	Political will
	The experience demonstrates political and social will from the different involved actors or the local government, other actors of the city, or both. 

	Intersectoral collaboration and alliance
	Shows evidence that it worked intersectorally and created alliances between the public and private sector, and/or between government and civil societies.

	Creativity and innovation
	Shows evidence that it is a new way to solve old problems or resolve situations in a creative and inventive way.

	Systematization of 
the practice.
	Description of the stages of design, execution, and evaluation processes of the experience.


Where can you get more information?
For more information you can write directly to: concursosaludurbana@gmail.com
Also, you can ask for information from The Area of Sustainable Development and Environmental Health of Pan American Health Organization (PAHO/WHO) in Washington, DC. Dr. Sofialeticia Morales (moraless@paho.org).
Instituto
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