
MYTH 2:  
CANCER 
IS A DISEASE 
OF THE WEALTHY,  
ELDERLY AND 
DEVELOPED 
COUNTRIES

CANCER IN DEVELOPING COUNTRIES
Cancer is a global issue and becoming an increasing public health 
problem in poorer countries. 

EVIDENCE 
•	 Cancer	now	accounts	for	more	deaths	worldwide	than	HIV/AIDS,	

tuberculosis	and	malaria	combined.	Of	the	7.6	million	global	deaths	from	
cancer	in	2008,	more	than	55%	occurred	in	less	developed	regions	of	the	
world.	By	2030,	60-70%	of	the	estimated	21.4	million	new	cancer	cases	per	
year	are	predicted	to	occur	in	developing	countries.

•	 Cervical	cancer	is	just	one	example	of	the	disproportionate	burden	borne	in	
the	developing	world.	Over	85%	of	the	275,000	women	who	die	every	year	
from	cervical	cancer	are	from	developing	countries.	If	left	unchecked,	by	
2030	cervical	cancer	will	kill	as	many	as	430,000	women	per	year,	virtually	all	
in	these	countries.

•	 There	are	massive	inequities	in	access	to	pain	relief	with	more	than	99%		
of	untreated	and	painful	deaths	occurring	in	developing	countries.	In	2009,	
more	than	90%	of	the	global	consumption	of	opioid	analgesics	was	in	
Australia,	Canada,	New	Zealand,	the	US	and	some	European	countries;		
with	less	than	10%	of	global	quantities	used	by	the	other	80%	of	the	
world’s	population.

GLObAL ADVOCACy 
mESSAGE 
Efficacious and cost-
effective interventions	
must	be	made	available	
in	an	equitable	manner	
through	cancer	prevention,	
early	detection	and	
treatment	delivered	as	
part	of	national	cancer	
control	plans	(NCCPs)	that	
respond	to	the	national	
cancer	burden.	Access 
to effective, quality 
and affordable cancer 
services is a right	of	all	
individuals	and	should	not	
be	determined	by	where	
you	live.

TRUTH: 
CANCER IS 
A GLObAL 
EPIDEmIC
It affects all 
ages and socio-
economic groups, 
with developing 
countries bearing 
a disproportionate 
burden. 
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