
MYTH 3:  
CANCER 
IS A DEATH
SENTENCE

ADVANCES IN CANCER PREVENTION AND 
TREATMENT
Advances in understanding risk and prevention, early detection and 
treatment have revolutionised the management of cancer leading to 
improved outcomes for patients. 

EVIDENCE 
•	 With few exceptions, early stage cancers are less lethal and more treatable 

than late stage cancers. 

•	 In the United States alone, there are 12 million Americans living with cancer 
today.

•	 In countries with more than a decade of experience with organised breast 
cancer screening programmes, the reduction in mortality from breast 
cancer is significant, with for example, Australia’s mammographic screening 
programme established in 1991, integral to achieving an almost 30% 
reduction in mortality from breast cancer over the last two decades. 

•	 Cervical cancer rates in wealthier nations plummeted once Pap testing was 
introduced broadly - and rates continue to lower, with recent figures showing 
that in some countries such as the UK, mortality has halved between 1990 
and 2010. 

GLOBAL ADVOCACY 
MESSAGE 
Cost-effective strategies 
for cancer control such 
as breast and cervical 
cancer screening as well 
as early detection exist 
for all resource settings 
and can be tailored to the 
population-based need.

TRUTH:
Many cancers that 
were once considered 
a death sentence 

CAN NOW 
BE CURED 
AND FOR 
MANY MORE 
PEOPLE, 
THEIR CANCER 
CAN NOW 
BE TREATED 
EFFECTIVELY.






