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Respiratory syncytial virus (RSV) circulation by region. 2013-14 
 

  
 

ACRONYMS 
 

ARI Acute respiratory infection 
CARPHA Caribbean Public Health Agency 
CENETROP Centro de Enfermedades Tropicales (Santa Cruz, Bolivia) 
EW Epidemiological Week 
ILI Influenza-like illness 
INLASA Instituto Nacional de Laboratorios de Salud (La Paz, Bolivia) 
INS Instituto Nacional de Salud 
ORV Other respiratory viruses 
SARI Severe acute respiratory infection 
SEDES Servicio Departamental de Salud (Bolivia) 
ICU Intensive Care Unit 
RSV Respiratory Syncytial Virus 
 
EPIDEMIOLOGIC AND VIROLOGIC UPDATE OF INFLUENZA & OTHER RESPIRATORY VIRUSES BY 
COUNTRY 
 
North America:  
In Canada1 during EW 26, influenza activity continued to decline and was within expected levels for this time 
of year.  The national ILI consultation rate was 8.2 per 1,000 patient visits, a decrease compared to the 
previous week, but slightly above expected levels.  Since the beginning of the 2013-14 influenza season, 
5,358 influenza-associated hospitalizations have been reported, of which 68.9% were associated with 
influenza A.  During this same period, 332 deaths were reported, most of which were associated with 
influenza A (65.4%).  The highest proportion of deaths (56.0%) has been among adults ≥65 years of age.  
Based on laboratory data for EW 26 the overall percentage of positive influenza tests was 2.0% (N=35).  
Among the positive tests during EW 25-26, 54.3% were influenza A (5.3% were influenza A(H1N1)pdm09, 
42.1% were A(H3) and 52.6% were A, not subtyped) and 45.7% were influenza B.  Among other circulating 
respiratory viruses, rhinovirus predominated. 
 
  
                                                 
1 Canada: FluWatch Report. EW 25-26. Available at http://www.phac-aspc.gc.ca/fluwatch/ 
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In Venezuela5 during EW 27, the number of ARI and pneumonia cases increased by 6.2% and 16.7%, 
respectively, compared to the previous week.  Both were within the expected levels for this time of year.  
During EW 27, 69 SARI-associated hospitalizations were reported, with children 1-4 years of age comprising 
the largest proportion of cases.  Based on virologic data from EW 1-27, 412 samples were analyzed from 
suspected influenza cases and of these, 15.0% were positive for a respiratory virus.  Among the positive 
samples, influenza A(H3N2) predominated (48.4%). 

 
Venezuela 

Venezuela: ARI endemic channel                    Venezuela: Pneumonia endemic channel 

 
South America – South Cone and Brazil 
 

In Argentina6, according to reports and estimations calculated for EW 26, ILI activity was within the success 
zone of the endemic channel while the estimated number of SARI cases continued to increase and was 
within the alert zone of the endemic channel.  Based on laboratory data from EW 26-27, 3,340 samples were 
processed, of which 52.7% were positive for a respiratory virus and 8.4% were positive for influenza.  Among 
the positive samples, RSV (78.9%) predominated.  Among the influenza viruses, influenza A (90.4%) 
predominated (55.7% A(H3N2) and 43.5% influenza A not subtyped).  

 
Argentina 

Argentina. ILI  cases. Endemic Channel, 2014

  
Argentina. SARI cases. Endemic Channel, 2014 

Argentina. Respiratory viruses distribution by EW, 2013-14 

 
 

Argentina. Influenza viruses distribution by EW, 2014 

 

 
In Brazil7, according to ILI sentinel surveillance data through EW 27, 8.448 samples were analyzed, and of 
these, 17.0% were positive for influenza or another respiratory virus.  Among the positive samples, influenza 
A(H3N2) and rhinovirus predominated.  Although the largest number of positive samples came from the 
south and southeast regions, virus circulation varied by region with RSV and influenza B predominating in 
the north, and influenza A(H1N1)pdm09 and A(H3N2) in the west.  Based on national SARI surveillance data 
during this same period, 10,289 SARI cases were reported and 7.6% of these were positive for influenza.  
Among the positive samples, influenza A(H3N2) (57.5%) predominated, followed by influenza 
A(H1N1)pdm09 (28.6%).  The largest number of SARI cases was reported in the southeast region, primarily 
                                                 
5 Venezuela. Boletín epidemiológico, EW 27.  
6 Argentina. Boletin integrado de vigilancia. SE 26.  
7 Brasil. Boletim informativo. Secretaria de Vigilância em Saúde. SE 27, 2014. 
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