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Research for Health Newletter- 4th Quarter 2011
)[image: banner_spanish]A periodic, informative bulletin reporting on the activities of research for health. The purpose of this publication is to inform countries, partners, and PAHO managers and staff on the advances in the execution of PAHO’s Policy on Research for Health. Please send questions and comments to villanue@paho.org.

New Items

 (
Health Systems Evidence
)[image: ]Health System Evidence, is an extraordinary resource for policy makers, researchers, and stakeholders of high quality evidence on health systems. In its redeveloped version the site contains nearly 2000 records coded with details including the quality of the syntheses, recency of the studies, and countries in which the studies were conducted. This resource is now available in 7 languages including Spanish, French, and Portuguese.

[image: ]Testing Treatments, second edition.
Published by the James Lind Library, this book is for anyone concerned about his/her or a family member’s health, or the politics of health. The new edition includes chapters that show how screening for disease can sometimes do more harm than good and how over-regulation of research can work against the best interests of patients. A new chapter illustrates how robust evidence from research can be drawn together to shape the practice of healthcare in ways that allow treatment decisions to be reached jointly by patients and clinicians. PAHO will publish the book in Spanish and Portuguese shortly. 
 
[image: ]Exhibit Art for Research: 
[bookmark: OLE_LINK2][bookmark: OLE_LINK3]The returns of research to society benefit different sectors, which are crucial for development and economic growth. Research for health is a wise investment with huge returns for development—this may not be evident to people. The images presented in Art for Research are intended to illustrate how research has quietly but consistently contributed to development. (Read More) 

International, Regional, and National Meetings Related to Research for Health 

[image: ]Advisory Committee on Health Research (ACHR). The 44th session of the Committee took place in Barcelona, with the presence of Dr. Mirta Roses. During 2 ½ days the Committee heard about and assessed the progress made by PAHO in implementing its Policy on Research for Health and offered advice on moving forward. In its closing statement, the ACHR Chair, Dr. John Lavis commended PAHO “for the significant, continued progress in all key domains covered by the policy which has given PAHO disproportionate visibility…” (Read more) 


[image: ]Cochrane Colloquium The 19th Cochrane Colloquium, themed “Scientific Evidence for Health Care Quality and Patient Safety,” witnessed a strong, Latin American presence in Madrid. From the invitation to Dr. Roses to be a panelist in the opening general assembly and Luis Gabriel Cuervo and Ludovic Reveiz participating in the scientific committee of the Colloquium, to the delivery of the PAHO – Cochrane award during the closing ceremony the Colloquium offered PAHO an opportunity to share space and network with strategic partners such as Instituto Carlos III, AECID, LATINCLEN, RIMAIS, Equator, etc. In an intense week, the research team coordinated a number of workshops, participated in several working sessions, and presented five posters

[image: ]Second Latin American Conference on Research and Innovation for Health 
Panama City, November 23-25, 2011. This high-level forum was a concentrated debate about strengthening national health research systems as they are at the core of the health system. The Conference provided an opportunity for attendants to appreciate how the quality and dynamic of the communications between the health authorities and the science and technology sector have improved since the 1st Conference. The Minister of Health from Costa Rica and the 1st Lady of Panama joined PAHO representatives and other authorities at the opening ceremony. Luis Gabriel Cuervo contributed to the conference through the organization and coordination of various sessions.
American Public Health Association (APHA) 139th Meeting
Dr. Jon Kim Andrus, Deputy Director of PAHO, lead the session Border Health and Chronic Diseases during which the talk "Policy briefs and policy dialogues in promoting healthy eating and preventing childhood obesity" was offered. Presented by Lorely Ambriz, focal point for research, the presentation was about how evidence is being used to dictate policy regarding health problems in El Paso, Texas. This advancement in the US – Mexico border has resulted from the fruitful collaboration between Research/EVIPNet Americas team and the El Paso Office. 

[image: ]World Conference on Social Determinants of Health, October 2011
 “Water and sanitation” was included as a social determinant of health in the Rio Declaration on social Determinants of Health. The inclusion comes after studies carried out by PAHO and the publication of the policy brief “Water and Sanitation: Evidences for Public Policies Focused on Human Rights and Public Health Results.” The document, released by the Organization, summarizes the policies related to water distribution, sanitation, and human rights approach and its impact on equity and public health. The document was launched during World Water Day and a subsequent Deliberative Dialog on water and sanitation took place in Guatemala supported by EVIPNet Americas. The Dominican Republic is using this policy brief to apply it to its context—a step forward in knowledge translation and more efficient use of resources. 

[image: ]Ecuador: FORNISA 2011
Invited by the Comisión Nacional de Ciencia y Tecnología (CONASA), PAHO participated in the Foro Nacional de Investigación en Salud (FORNISA)—an annual event that convenes delegates from all over Ecuador to discuss issues on research for health. During FORNISA 2011 working interinsititutional groups gathered to analyze proposals for a National Health Research System. The two conferences delivered by Ludovic Reveiz, titled “Situación Internacional de los Sistemas de Investigación en Salud” and “Líneas estratégicas para la conformación de redes de investigación en salud”, were especially relevant. See also the interview to Luis Gabriel Cuervo in page p. 7 here. 

Meeting on Evidence and Micronutrients
At the request of Dr. Pena Rosas, Coordinator Micronutrients  of the Department of Nutrition for Health and Development of the WHO’s Program on Nutrients, the Global, Regional, and National (Peru) EVIPNet teams gathered in Washington, DC to discuss the integration of scientific evidence into the new WHO Guidelines for Micronutrients. Utilizing a policy brief prepared in Peru, Evelina Chapman presented “The Use of evidence” and Lely Solari of Peru, demonstrated how a systematic review can facilitate a rapid response to a country’s request for help.

[image: ]Technical Experts Meeting on Motorcycle User Injury Prevention in the Americas
Sponsored by the Environmental Health and Sustainable Development of PAHO in Washington, DC. During the meeting Evelina Chapman of EVIPNet Americas was invited to make the presentation “Evidence-informed policymaking” pertaining to the methodological aspects underlying a policy brief and a systematic review about the prevention of motorcycle injuries. The systematic review is being coordinated by EVIPnet Americas and in the future a policy brief and a deliberative dialog about this topic will be executed. 











Implementation of the Research for Health Policy

[bookmark: OLE_LINK4]Clinical Trial Registration

[image: ]The V International Workshop on the Design and Management of Clinical Trials, in Havana, Cuba, fostered an information exchange, discussion, knowledge and experience sharing among national and worldwide experts in areas that mark the international agenda on the organization of clinical trials. Ludovic Reveiz, Research team-PAHO, was invited to make a presentation and to share PAHO’s experience in the establishment of trial registries in the Region. One desirable outcome of the meeting is that countries come together and collaborate in establishing a Regional Registry in Spanish that can feed into the WHO Registry (ICTRP). The meeting was organized by the Centro Nacional Coordinador de Ensayos Clínicos (CENCEC) the entity that in 2010 launched the Registro Cubano de Ensayos clinicos: Learn more.

Guidelines for Technical Guidelines
[bookmark: PAHOMTS0000002B]With the support of PAHO (Ludovic Reveiz), the Ministry of Health of Chile organized a workshop on the GRADE methodology for assessing the quality of the evidence and formulation of recommendations in the preparation of practice guidelines. The workshop was offered in Santiago de Chile the days 15 - 16 November 2011 and was attended by 27 participants from the Ministry of Health.  The workshop was facilitated by Dr. Holger Schünemman of the McMaster Forum and Dr. Hernando Gaitan of the Research Institute of the National University of Colombia. Dra. María Francisca Rodriguez Camus, Technology Secretary of AUGE, commented “the workshop was fantastic—the methodology good and interesting”. The Chilean Ministry is assessing how best to develop a strategic plan for implementation of the methodology and has requested support from the Research team. 
 
Equator Network. 
[image: ]Three Latin American journals, Revista Chilena de Pediatría, Revista Peruana de Medicina Experimental y Salud Pública y Acta Médica Dominicana have joined PAHO and Equator in their effort to improve research reporting in Latin America and the Caribbean. These journals are now referring their authors to the internationally approved reporting guidelines displayed on the Equator site to help them better report health studies. See more in Equator’s newsletters, available in English and Spanish. 


Knowledge Translation (EVIPNet – evidence for robust health policies)

Colombia
[image: ]Bogota 
[bookmark: PAHOMTS0000007E][bookmark: PAHOMTS0000008E][bookmark: PAHOMTS0000009E]Oswaldo Salgado and Adriana Mendoza, from the PAHO office, and Evelina Chapman, of EVIPNet Americas, discussed the establishment of EVIPNet Colombia taking into consideration the separation of the Ministries of Health and Labor. Upon examining relevant documentation for developing a plan, a mission to Colombia will further the discussion to establish an EVIPnet team. 

[image: ]Medellín
[bookmark: PAHOMTS0000006E]PAHO was invited to participate in Expouniversidad (Universidad de Antioquia) where a diverse cadre of professionals including biologists, engineers, and academics were avid to hear about PAHO’s platform for knowledge translation (EVIPNet). See an interview with Evelina Chapman on EVIPNet’s innovative aspects and its contribution for more robust policymaking. U de A - Expouniversidad: Evelina Chapman - YouTube

[bookmark: PAHOMTS0000001E][bookmark: PAHOMTS0000002E]	“EVIPNet Networks to support policy formulation and decision making” was the central conference during the International Seminar on Health “Innovación: desafíos y oportunidades”. Evelina Chapman, EVIPNet coordinator, made the case for utilizing evidence for more robust health policies.
Chile
 The policy brief,“Financing options for the treatment of rare diseases in Chile”, completed by the Chilean EVIPNet team has been published and delivered to the authorities in the health sector. On the basis of the policy brief a Deliberative Dialog was organized during which policy decision makers from the Ministry of Health, Ministry of Finance, National Health Fund (FONASA), and the Ministry General Secretariat of the Presidency met to deliberate on the problem, on options for addressing it, and to discuss key implementation considerations. See Dialogue Report. 

Ecuador
The Ministry of Health of Ecuador has presented the letter of intention to join formally EVIPnet Americas. The Ecuadorean team has been active since attending an EVIPnet workshop in Santiago de Chile and is working in a policy brief on maternal mortality. 

El Paso, Texas
[image: ]Experts and decision makers gathered to establish the Non-Communicable Diseases U.S.-Mexico Border Technical Advisory Group (NCDs TAG), which has been tasked with the responsibility to acquire, assess, and adapt high quality evidence to facilitate the development of public policies under the concept of health for all. With the support of EVIPNet Americas, a training workshop on producing policy briefs for researchers and policy makers was offered. Marcelo García Dieguez and Juan Manuel Lozano of the EVIPNet support team facilitated the sessions. A visit to the Observatorio de Seguridad y Convivencia Ciudadanas del Municipio de Juarez, Chihuahua Mexico, was also organized. The observatory is the responsibility of UAC, the municipal government of Juárez, and PAHO.  See more. 

Guatemala
A meeting about policies for the use of insecticides for the control of 5 vector-borne diseases in Latin America and the Caribbean, took place in Antigua. The meeting included countries from Central America and the Caribbean who were convened to an open dialogue about a systematic review that countries can use to inform their vector control programs and policies for the 5 diseases.

Peru
EVIPNet Peru has submitted the letter of intent to formally join EVIPNet Americas. The team has been very active in the network. It completed two policy briefs: “Intervenciones dirigidas a disminuir el abandono de tratamiento antituberculoso” and "Estrategias para incrementar la distribución y adherencia a los multimicronutrientes en polvo en niños y niñas de 6 – 36 meses en el Perú”. Using the latter a Deliberative Dialog that convened representatives from the Ministries of Health and of Women & Social Development, UNICEF, and academic institutions took place in December 2011. The dialogue addressed the problem of anemia in Peruvian children, with a prevalence of 50% in some areas, and the benefits of providing an intervention with micronutrients in powder form to effectively alleviate the problem. 

[image: ]Research Governance
HRWeb Americas, a platform that characterizes health research systems, continues to grow in content and influence. Research for health stakeholders are invited to use the site and upload relevant information—only the person/entity uploading the information can edit the record.  See the tutorial for help in uploading your information; if additional help is needed contact rp@paho.org, indicating HRWeb uploading in the subject line. 





Recognitions of the research’s team contributions
Luis Gabriel Cuervo joined the Steering Group of the Campbell International Development Coordinating Group. Membership in this Coordinating Group is relevant given that the topics of interest to Campbell are shared by PAHO’s work agenda. Through this steering group PAHO has a link to partners concerned about human rights, health equity, and patient security, principles in line with PAHO’s of equity, solidarity and social well being. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]PAHO has been invited to participate in the Global Forum where the World Health Report 2012 is expected to be released The invitation recognizes PAHO’s key contributions to the report on Research for Health. At the request of the Global Forum, the exhibit Art for Research will be displayed for the occasion.
 
Eastern Mediterranean Regional Office (EMRO) 
At the request of the WHO Research Policy & Cooperation unit, the EMRO office invited Ludovic Reveiz to offer technical assistance and share the Americas’ experience in establishing clinical trials registries. As per EMRO there is one ICTRP registry (Iran) compliant with WHO’s international clinical trial registry platform standards and thus the office is working in the Region, convening other countries, to look into the feasibility to establish other such registries. 

Articles and Recent Publications:
[image: ]1) A systematic Review and Meta-analysis pointing out knowledge gaps on the issue of cholera. We have a more in depth assessment being carried out on how to address MDG5. “Chemoprophylaxis in Contacts of Patients with Cholera” published in PlosOne here and also in the PAHO ISSUU collection.

2) Assessing equity in systematic reviews: realizing the recommendations of the Commission on Social Determinants of Health -- Tugwell et al. 341 -- bmj.com. Available here.

3) Strengthening the credibility of clinical research. The Lancet. Available here.

4)  White L, Ortiz Z, Cuervo LG, Reveiz L. Clinical trial regulation in Argentina: overview and analysis of regulatory framework, use of existing tools, and researchers’ perspectives to identify potential barriers. Rev Panam Salud Publica. 2011;30(5):445–52. Available here.

5) “Avances y retos en el registro de ensayos clínicos en América Latina y el Caribe” Relates the advances in the region related to the regulations, development, and implementation of national registries and to the support of the ethics committees and editors to this initiative. Available here.
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Del 7 al 9 de diciembre de 2011
Palacio de Convenciones de La Habana, Cuba



V Taller Internacional de Diseño y
Conducción de Ensayos Clínicos



XX Aniversario del Centro Nacional
Coordinador de Ensayos Cl ínicos



PROGRAMA PRELIMINAR











PROGRAMA PRELIMINAR



www.ensayosclinicoscuba.com



DR. PEDRO LÓPEZ SAURA. CIGB-Cuba.CONFERENCIA12.00 m.



La Biotecnología y los nuevos paradigmas de la
investigación clínica.
DR. AGUSTÍN LAGE.
Director CIM – Cuba.CONFERENCIA MAGISTRAL



9.30 a.m.



¿Ensayos Clínicos y el Centro Académico Médico: pueden
estos dos mundos coexistir pac íficamente? Experiencia de la
Escuela de Medicina Albert Einstein y el Centro Médico de
Montefiore.
DR. BARRET KATZ. Estados Unidos de Am érica.CONFERENCIA1.00 p.m.



SESIÓN I.  DISEÑO DE ENSAYOS CLÍNICOS: TENDENCIAS ACTUALES.



DR. GIANNI TOGNONI.  Instituto Mario Negri – Italia.CONFERENCIA11.30 a.m.



DR. ENZO POLITI. Italia.CONFERENCIA12.30 p.m.



SESIÓN II. ESTADÍSTICA APLICADA A LOS ENSAYOS CL ÍNICOS.



Meta análisis de Ensayos Clínicos.
DR. JAVIER BALLESTEROS. Universidad del Pa ís Vasco -
España.CONFERENCIA1.30 p.m.
La reemergencia bayesiana y los ensayos clínicos: detalles
de un episodio histórico.
DR. LUIS CARLOS SILVA. INFOMED – Cuba.CONFERENCIA2.00 p.m.



ALMUERZO2.30 p.m.
SESIÓN DE POSTERS3.00 p.m.
COCKTAIL DE BIENVENIDA5.00 p.m.



Los ensayos clínicos en Cuba: impacto en la Biotecnolog ía y
en la Salud Pública.
DRA. MARÍA AMPARO PASCUAL.
Directora del CENCEC - Cuba.



DR. ROBERTO MORALES OJEDA.
MINISTRO DE SALUD PÚBLICA- Cuba.



DRA. MARÍA AMPARO PASCUAL.
Directora del CENCEC - Cuba.



RECESO



INAUGURACIÓN  DE LA FERIA EXPOSITIVA
LANZAMIENTO DE LA NUEVA IDENTIDAD CORPORATIVA DEL CENCEC



CONFERENCIA MAGISTRAL



PALABRAS INAUGURALES



BIENVENIDA



ACREDITACIÓN8:30 a.m.



.
11.00 a.m.
10.30 a.m.



10.00 a.m.



9.00 a.m.



MIÉRCOLES – 7 DE DICIEMBRE – 2011





www.ensayosclinicoscuba.com
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www.ensayosclinicoscuba.com



SESIÓN IV. ÉTICA DE LA INVESTIGACIÓN CLÍNICA Y SUS RETOS



Las políticas regulatorias y sus implicaciones en los Ensayos
Clínicos.
DR. OSCAR GARCÍA. SANOFI AVENTIS.



La juridificación de los comités de bioética.
DR. RICARDO ALFREDO NERI VELA. M éxico.CONFERENCIA12.45 p.m.



Experiencias en la implementaci ón de Buenas Prácticas
Clínicas en la Región.
SRA. MARÍA VARGAS. Perú.
SRA. ILEANA HERRERA. Costa Rica.
DR. DEIBYS ORTA. CECMED- CubaMESA REDONDA11.30 a.m.
Estudios Clínicos en Pediatría: Experiencia de Canadá.
DRA.  AGNES KLEIN. Jefa de Evaluaci ón Clínica HPB – Canadá.CONFERENCIA12.15 p.m.



Comités de Ética de la Investigación: experiencias en
América.
Estado actual de los Comités de Ética de la Investigación en
Cuba.
DRA. MARÍA AMPARO PASCUAL. CENCEC - Cuba.
Reflexiones en torno a la problem ática de los Comités de
Ética de la Investigación.
DR. RICARDO ALFREDO NERI VELA. M éxico.MESA REDONDA1.15 p.m.



ALMUERZO2.00 p.m.
SESIÓN DE POSTERS3.00 p.m.
ACTIVIDAD CULTURAL7.00 p.m.



Red de Armonización en la Región de las Américas.
DR. JOSÉ PEÑA (Moderador)
DRA. MARÍA AMPARO PASCUAL. CENCEC - Cuba.
DR. JULIÁN PÉREZ PEÑA. MINSAP- Cuba.
DR. RAFAEL PÉREZ CRISTIÁ. CECMED - Cuba.



DR. JOSÉ PEÑA



RECESO



CONFERENCIA



MESA REDONDA



CONFERENCIA



SESIÓN III. REGULACIONES FARMAC ÉUTICAS



ACREDITACIÓN



9.00 a.m.



8:30 a.m.



11.00a.m.



10.30 a.m.



9.30 a.m.



JUEVES – 8 DE DICIEMBRE – 2011
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Experiencia cubana con algunos de los productos cubanos
de mayor demanda: CIMAvax, NIMOTUZUMAB, HEBERPROT,
ESTREPTOQUINASA
DRA. TANIA CROMBET CIM- Cuba.
DR. PEDRO LÓPEZ CIGB- Cuba.
MSC. IVIS MENDOZA CENCEC- Cuba.MESA REDONDA12.00 m.



Sistemas de Gestión de la Calidad: Experiencia del CENCEC.
MSC. SANDRA ÁLVAREZ. CENCEC- Cuba.



CONFERENCIA
11.30 a.m.



ENTREGA DE RECONOCIMIENTOS POR EL XX ANIVERSARIO DEL CENCEC1.30 p.m.



SESIÓN VIII.  FORMACIÓN DE RECURSOS HUMANOS EN LA INVESTIGACI ÓN CLÍNICA.



Formación de Recursos Humanos en Ensayos Cl ínicos: la
experiencia en el Sistema Nacional de Salud de Cuba.
DR. ALBERTO HERNANDEZ. CENCEC - Cuba.



CLAUSURA2.00 p.m.



CONFERENCIA1.00 p.m.



La cooperación internacional: experiencia e  impacto en los
ensayos clínicos en Cuba.
DRA. MARTHA MARIA FORS. CENCEC - Cuba.
DR. MARIO PICHARDO. OPS - Cuba.



La transparencia en la Investigaci ón Clínica:  los Registros
de Ensayos Clínicos.
DR. LUIS GABRIEL CUERVO. OPS.
DR. LUDOVIC REVEIZ
MSC. GLADYS JIMÉNEZ. CENCEC-Cuba.



MESA REDONDA9.45 a.m.



MESA REDONDA9.00 a.m.



SESIÓN VI.  ASEGURAMIENTO DE LA CALIDAD.



DR. MANUEL GALÁN. AENORCONFERENCIA11.00 a.m.



SESIÓN VII.  ESTRATEGIAS DE DESARROLLO DE PRODUCTOS BIOTECNOL ÓGICOS.



ALMUERZO DE DESPEDIDA2.30 p.m.



SESIÓN V. POLÍTICAS REGULATORIAS Y LA COOPERACI ÓN INTERNACIONAL



RECESO



ACREDITACIÓN8:30 a.m.



.
10.30 a.m.



VIERNES – 9 DE DICIEMBRE – 2011





www.ensayosclinicoscuba.com







Del 7 al 9 de diciembre de 2011
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