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Respiratory syncytial virus (RSV) circulation by region. 2012-2013  

 
 
EPIDEMIOLOGIC AND VIROLOGIC UPDATE OF INFLUENZA & OTHER RESPIRATORY VIRUSES BY 
COUNTRY 
 
North America: 
 

In the United States1 during EW 33, influenza activity remained low with 0.7% of outpatient visits associated 
with ILI (below the national baseline of 2.2%) and 5.4% of deaths associated with pneumonia and influenza 
(below the epidemic threshold of 6.2% for this time of year). No influenza-associated pediatric deaths were 
reported during this time.  Based on laboratory data for EW 33, 1,253 samples were tested of which 3.1% 
were positive for influenza, an increase from the previous week.  Among the positive samples (n=39), 89.7% 
were influenza A (of which 80.0% were not subtyped and 20.0% were A(H1N1)pdm09) and 10.3% were 
influenza B.  No new human infections with an influenza A(H3N2) variant (H3N2v) were reported during EW 
33.  The total number of H3N2v cases reported this summer is 16 (Illinois: 1, Indiana: 14, Ohio: 1).  There 
has been one hospitalization associated with the H3N2v infection, but no deaths have occurred.  All cases 
have reported close contact with swine in the week prior to illness onset, and no ongoing human-to-human 
transmission has been identified.  Public health and agriculture officials are investigating the disease among 
humans and swine, and more cases may be identified as the investigation continues. 
 

United States 
    

                                                                  

                                                 
1 USA: CDC FluView report. EW 33. Available at:  http://www.cdc.gov/flu/weekly/ 

US: Percent of ILI visits by EW, 2012-13 

 

US: Influenza viruses distribution by EW, 2012-13 
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Nicaragua 
Nicaragua: Respiratory virus distribution by EW, 2013 

 
 
South America – Andean countries 
  

In Bolivia, according to data from Santa Cruz, during EW 33 the proportion of SARI hospitalizations (11%) 
was lower than what was observed during the previous week.  Based on laboratory data from CENETROP 
(Santa Cruz) during EW 32-33, 139 samples were analyzed of which 22.3% were positive for influenza.  
Among positive samples, influenza A(H1N1)pdm09 (80.6%) predominated.  According to data from La Paz, 
during EW 33 the proportion of SARI-associated hospitalizations (3.3%) continued a decreasing trend since 
EW 24.  Based on laboratory data from INLASA (La Paz) from EW 32-33, 104 samples were analyzed of 
which 31% were positive for influenza.  Among positive samples, influenza A(H1N1)pdm09 (59%) and 
influenza B (31%) predominated. 

Bolivia 
Bolivia (La Paz): Percent SARI related-Hospitalizations, ICU Adm 

& Deaths by EW 2012-13, SEDES La Paz 

 Bolivia (La paz). INLASA.  
Respiratory viruses distribution by EW, 2013 

Bolivia (Santa Cruz): Percent SARI related-Hospitalizations, ICU 
Adm & Deaths by EW 2012-13, SEDES Santa Cruz

 
Bolivia (Santa Cruz). CENETROP 

Respiratory viruses distribution by EW, 2013

 
In Colombia, nationally during EW 32, the proportions of outpatient visits (8.8%), hospitalizations (9.6%), and 
ICU admissions (10.4%) with ARI-associated ICD-10 codes (J00 to J22) did change significantly from the 
previous EW.  Based on INS national laboratory data from EW 32-33, 378 samples were analyzed, of which 
17% were positive for a respiratory virus and 10% were positive for influenza.  Among the positive samples, 
influenza A(H1N1)pdm09 (45%) and RSV (21%) predominated. 
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In Brazil8, according to sentinel surveillance data through EW 32, 9,990 samples were analyzed, of which 
21.2% were positive for a respiratory virus.  Among positive samples, RSV has predominated since the 
beginning of the year, and influenza A(H1N1)pdm09 and influenza B have had increased circulation since 
EW 16 and EW 20, respectively.  This pattern is being observed in the south and southeast regions.  Based 
on universal SARI surveillance data during this same period, 25,560 cases were reported, of which 18.5% 
were positive for influenza.  Since EW 12, there has been increased detection of influenza A(H1N1)pdm09.  
Additionally, through EW 31, 2,719 SARI-associated deaths were reported with 27.5% positive for influenza, 
and of these, 85.2% were associated with influenza A(H1N1)pmd09. 
 
 

Brazil 
 Brazil: Resp virus distribution in ILI cases, by EW, 2013 Brazil:Resp virus distribution in SARI cases, by EW, 2013

 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
In Chile9, during EW 33, ILI activity (rate: 5.9 per 100,000 inhabitants) continued its decreasing trend for the 
previous weeks and was in the security zone of the endemic channel.  The proportion of SARI-associated 
hospitalizations (4.6%) did not change significantly from the previous week and continued a downward trend.  
Based on laboratory data from EW 33, 1,438 samples were analyzed, of which 47% were positive for a 
respiratory virus and 4% were positive for influenza.  Among the positive samples, RSV predominated (83%). 
 

Chile 
 

 

Chile. ILI Endemic Channel, 2013 

 
Chile:% SARI-related Hosps, ICU Admns & Deaths, by EW 2013 

Chile. Respiratory viruses distribution by EW, 2013 

 
 

Chile. Influenza viruses distribution by EW, 2013 

 
In Paraguay10, during EW 33, ILI activity (rate: 141 per 100,000 inhabitants) increased compared to the 
previous week, but remained within the alert zone of the endemic channel.  The proportion of SARI 
hospitalizations (5.8%) did not change significantly compared to the last EW and is similar to what was 
                                                 
8 Brasil. Boletim informativo. Secretaria de Vigilância em Saúde. SE 33, 2013. 
9 Chile. Informe de situación. EW 32. Disponible en: www.pandemia.cl 
10 Paraguay. Informe de situación. Vigilancia de ETI e IRAG. SE 33, 2013 
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observed during this period last year.  Based on reference laboratory data from EW 32-33, 324 samples 
were analyzed, of which 24% were positive for a respiratory virus and 14% were positive for influenza.  
There has been decreasing positivity observed since EW 26.  Among the positive samples, influenza 
A(H3N2) (42%), RSV (36%) and influenza B (18%) predominated. 
 

Paraguay 
 

Paraguay. ILI endemic channel, by EW, 2013

 
 

Paraguay:% SARI Hosps, ICU Admns & Deaths by EW 2012-13 
 

 

Paraguay. Respiratory viruses distribution by EW, 2013 

 
Paraguay. Influenza virus distribution by EW, 2013 

 
In Uruguay11, nationally during EW 33 the proportion of SARI-associated hospitalizations did not change 
significantly from the previous EW.  No SARI-associated deaths were reported during this time.  Based on 
laboratory data from EW 32-33, 46 SARI samples were analyzed, of which 30% were positive for a 
respiratory virus and 6.5% were positive for influenza.  Among the positive samples, RSV (10/14) and 
influenza A(H1N1)pdm09 (3/14) predominated. 

Uruguay 
Uruguay.SARI-related hosps & ICU admissions by EW,2012-13    

 
 

Uruguay. SARI-associated deaths by EW.  2012-13 

Uruguay. Respiratory viruses distribution by EW, 2013 

 
Uraguay. Influenza virus distribution by EW, 2013 

 

                                                 
11 Uruguay. Generador de gráficos de la división de epidemiología, Dirección General de Salud – Ministerio de Salud Pública 


