PAHO and Epidemiology: Milestones in the Americas

The XVIII World Congress of Epidemiology took place in Porto Alegre, Brazil, from 22 to 24 September, 2008. It was one of the most attended world congresses of Epidemiology in the history of the event, with more than 7,000 participants. On another historical note, it marked the 25th anniversary of the Seminar organized by PAHO in 1983 in Buenos Aires, Argentina, which paved the way towards the future of the practice of epidemiology in the Americas. This year, PAHO is also celebrating the 20 years of the publication “The Challenge of Epidemiology,” an unprecedented contribution of the Organization to public health.  

In order to illustrate the progress made by PAHO and Epidemiology in the Americas since the beginning of the century, following are some of the most important milestones for the period 1902-2008.
In 1902, the First International Sanitary Convention of the Americas is held in Washington, D.C, intended to coordinate the joint work if countries to stem the dissemination of communicable diseases.
1918–1919 An influenza pandemic kills millions of people worldwide. 

1922 The first issue of the Boletín Panamericano de Sanidad is published.

1924 Delegates in Havana, Cuba, sign the Pan American Sanitary Code. 
1926 Member countries establish a statistics service and appoint epidemiologists. 

1928 Yellow fever unexpectedly breaks out in Rio de Janeiro after 20 years of freedom from the disease. 

1931 The Bureau seeks ways to prevent diseases spread by “air traffic.“
1932 Dr. Fred L. Soper discovers that yellow fever virus is present in monkeys and can be transmitted by mosquitoes. Cases of smallpox are seen throughout the hemisphere
1936 The Pan American Sanitary Code is ratified by all countries of the Americas.
1939-1941 Field offices are established.
1942 The last outbreaks of urban yellow fever are recorded in the Americas in the 20th century.
1945 The United States of America licenses the first vaccine against influenza and begins large-scale fluoridation of drinking water.
1946 Sixty-one countries sign the constitution of the World Health Organization (WHO) at the International Health Conference in New York.
1948 The World Health Organization is established, and the I World Health Assembly is held. 

1949 The Bureau becomes WHO’s Regional Office for the Americas while retaining its independent status. A new freeze-dried smallpox vaccine becomes available. PAHO initiates field activities in veterinary public health.

1950 The Bureau is formally recognized as the inter-American system’s agency specialized in health.
1951 The Pan American Foot and Mouth Disease Center (PANAFTOSA) is established and begins to operate in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil. Foot and mouth disease (FMD) is first detected in Colombia and Venezuela
1954 The Summary of reports in the Health Conditions in the Americas is published for the first time, which will become the forerunner of today’s Health in the Americas.

1955 The Salk injectible inactivated polio vaccine is licensed for use. The Fuenzalida rabies vaccine for dogs, humans, and large animals is developed, which will be used until the 1990s.
1956 As part of the PASB, the Pan American Zoonoses Center (CEPANZO), later known as the Pan American Institute for Food Protection and Zoonoses (INPPAZ), is established in Buenos Aires, Argentina.
1958 PASB changes its name to the Pan American Health Organization (PAHO).

1960 A bifurcated needle first begins to be used for smallpox vaccination. Vaccines against measles, mumps, and rubella are developed.
1962 The Sabin oral polio vaccine becomes available.  

1965 WHO creates its Epidemiological Surveillance Unit. 

1967 The Regional Library of Medicine and Health Sciences (BIREME), a PAHO specialized center, is established in São Paulo, Brazil. 

1968 PAHO coordinates the Inter-American Investigation of Mortality in Childhood
1970 In the 1970s, vaccines are developed against meningitis and pneumonia. In Venezuela, PAHO organizes the first Regional course on the epidemiological surveillance for the control of communicable diseases. 
1971 The Region’s last confirmed case of smallpox is reported in April. The Ten-Year Health Plan for the Americas (1971-1980) is approved. 
1972 PANAFTOSA develops and tests the oil adjuvant vaccine for foot-and-mouth disease in Brazil.
1973 The first Regional Meeting on Epidemiological Surveillance Systems is held in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil.
1974 The Caribbean Epidemiology Center (CAREC) is established in Trinidad and administered by PAHO.
1976  Legionnaires disease emerges in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania (USA). 

1977 PAHO creates the Epidemiological Surveillance Unit and the Expanded Program on Immunization. 

1978 The Meeting on Primary Health Care is held in Alma-Ata. 

1979 WHO declares that smallpox has been eradicated from the world.
1980 PAHO publishes the Epidemiological Bulletin. 
1981 A dengue hemorrhagic fever epidemic affects thousands in Cuba. PAHO develops and disseminates the Modules of Principles of Epidemiology for the Control of Diseases (MOPECE for its Spanish acronym). The HIV/AIDS epidemic begins in the United States of America. 

1982 The series Health Statistics of the Americas begins to be published. 

1983 A seminar on the uses and prospects of epidemiology is conducted in Buenos Aires, Argentina. PAHO begins to conduct AIDS surveillance. 

1986 Participants sign the Ottawa Charter on Health Promotion at the First International Conference on Health Promotion.
1987 Coordinated by PAHO, the Latin American and Caribbean Association of Schools of Public Health (ALAESP), and the Association of Schools of Public Health (USA), the first Joint Meeting on Epidemiology, Training, and Promotion is held in Taxco, Mexico.  PAHO creates the Hemispheric Committee for the Eradication of Foot and Mouth Disease.
1988 PAHO publishes The Challenge of Epidemiology, a landmark contribution to public health. 
1990 The first Congress on Epidemiology is held in Brazil.
1991 A cholera epidemic strikes the Americas for the first time in a century. PAHO, in coordination with the University of South Florida (Tampa, Florida), sponsors the first Intermediate Epidemiology Course. The last wild poliovirus case is detected in Junín, Peru. 

1993 UNICEF, UNDP, the World Bank, and the Rockefeller Foundation launch the Children’s Vaccine Initiative. An epidemic of neuropathy occurs in Cuba. The World Bank publishes its annual report titled, Investing in Health. 

1994 The elimination of wild poliovirus in the Americas is officially announced and certified. 

1995  PAHO implements the Core Health Data Initiative and publishes the first Basic Health Indicators brochure.  

1999 The Integrated Management of Childhood Illness (IMCI) project launches the “Healthy Children: Goal 2002” initiative. 

2000 The Millennium Development Goals (MDG) Declaration is signed. 

2001 PAHO launches a Regional Blood Safety Initiative. 

2002 The Pan American Health Organization celebrates its 100th anniversary. 

2003 The SARS epidemic is reported in the Region of the Americas. 

2007 PAHO publishes the 14th edition of Health in the Americas, 2007. The new International Health Regulations (IHR) come into force.

