Buenos días
Celebrantes del Día Internacional de la Mujer,
Bienvenidas a la copatrocinadores de este evento:

De la Organización Panamericana de Salud: Nuestras tres Directoras: 

La Directora Ejecutiva de la OPS, Dra Mirta Roses,

Las Sub Directora, Dra Socorro Gross, y la Directora Adjunta, Cristina Beato.
La Presidente de la Comisión Interamericana de la Mujer de la Organización de los Estados Americanos, la CIM, la Ministra Laura Albornoz, quien esta con nostras virtualmente, y su Delegada de la CIM en frente de nuestro países alfiotron, La Subsectretaria de Salud, Directora de la Oficina de Salud de la Mujer, del US Department of Health and Human Services.
Los y Las Embajadores y colgas de la Organización de Estados Americanos, delegados del SBPA.
Colegas de la OPS y el sistema de las Naciones Unidas

A special welcome to our friends from Mayor Fenty’s Office

Un especial bienvenida  las Ganadoras del Concurso de las Buenas Practicas:  
Francy Marcela Venegas Arzabe de Bolivia y Lucia Cavalcanti de Albuquerque Williams, de Brazil 
Friends of Gender Equality
It gives me great pleasure to host our Second Annual Event, celebrating the best practices in integrating gender and ethnic equality in health.  This year we had 44 excellent applications from 19 countries and selecting the best was not easy. There are really some very innovative experiences being carried out by committed health workers who changed their ways with the participation of their empowered constituents. The successes of such two way efforts speak for themselves.  We have last years two Best Practices to share with you, which are available on our website and on the back of your program.
This year we again join the many thousands who celebrate this event all over the world.  International Women’s Day has been observed since the early nineties, a time of great turbulence and inequality in industrialized countries.  A century ago it started with correcting a social wrong, and that wrong is not right yet for too many women in the world.

Eventhough the theme of the Global International Women’s day is “women and men united to end violence against women and girls”, we chose as a theme for our celebration and competition Culture and Gender matter!  Health for all!  One of the winning experiences does unite women and men in Brazil to end violence against women.
The competition is collaboration between PAHO Gender, Ethnicity and Health Office and our Indigenous Health Office coordinated by Dr. Rocio Rojas who is with us virtually.  Hola Rocio!  

We celebrate the winners with our close partner the InterAmerican Commission CIM, of the Organization of American States, as well as our strong partnership and mutual agendas of promoting women’s rights and gender equality in health in the Americas.  Dr. Wanda Jones will read a message of CIM’s current President, and Minister of the Servicio Nacional de la Mujer of Chile, Laura Albornoz, who through her words will be with us today.

Thank you Minister and CIM Delegate, Dr. Jones.

We have a short, interesting agenda that will ofcourse feature the winners of the Best Practice competition:  Franzy Marcela and Lucia and will end with a music act and some tasty refreshments.  We ask the panelists to keep their presentation to 10 minutes so they can be awarded with a rose.
I now pass the word to Dr. Mirta Roses who will tell us why Culture and Gender matter in attaining health for all in the Americas.
Dr. Wanda Jones will now make her presentation.
Now the presentations we have all been waiting for: the two winning experiences for integrating gender and ethnicity in health from Bolivia and Brazil.  The Bolivia experience won the category of PAHO supported project, and Brazil for effectively incorporating a gender and cultural perspective.  I take the opportunity to congratulate the PAHO Bolivia Team for supporting this winning project.
Ahora pido que la Sra Venegas Arzabe, de Bolivia haga su presentación y que la Sra Calvacanti le siga con su experiencia de Brasil.
PRESENTACIONES
Que experiencias!  Los mejores seleccionadas de l9 países!  Merecen sus premios que les permiten sistematizar y compartir sus procesos en como mejorar la atención y salud de las mujeres y hombres aymara y afrodescendientes de dos comunidades muy diferentes de nuestra Américas.
Pido a la Dra Roses y a las Ganadoras de bajar para recibir sus premios.

FELICIDADES  Franzy Marcela y Lucia.  Pedimos a los musicos de celebrar sus éxitos.

We now ask ten Black Bear fingers and Dancers to help us celebrate these awards.  This is local American Indian Performance group and I invite Echo Hawk Neconie to share their talents and culture.

MUSICA
Thank you, Echo Hawk and Mrs. Neconie for sharing your rich cultural traditions and dance.  I take this opportunity to thank my team for again making the competition and event happen, to the Pan American Health and Education Foundation and Merck for their generous support, and to the Museum of the America Indian for bringing us these excellent performers.  
Now that we are all in a festive mood, we invite you to some tasty refreshments in the down stairs lobby accompanied by the songs and music by World Music Jam and vocalist, Angie del Riego.  Happy International Women’s Day! 

