The legal framework established by CEDAW in 1979, and later on  with  even more specific criteria given by the Inter-American Convention on the Prevention, Punishment, and Eradication of Violence against the Women (Belém do Pará, 1994), obligates governments to implement and monitor laws and policies that are suppose to penalize  violence against women. The majority of countries in the Region has already ratified the two conventions and has laws on family/domestic violence; some of which focus on violence against women. 

Despite this progress, there have been limitations regarding the content and implementation of the laws. In light of this situation, the Pan American Health Organization (PAHO), in collaboration with other agencies (the Inter-American Commission of Women (CIM/OAS), the United Nations Population Fund (UNFPA), UNIFEM and the regional Non-governmental Organizations as CLADEM, IPAS, International ISIS, the International Parliamentary Group and Center of Reproductive Rights) organized a meeting with experts to establish the key components that the laws and policies on gender based violence should include.  One result of the meeting was the creation of a proposal that attempts to serve as a reference guide for the design, implementation, monitoring, and evaluation of laws and public policies on family violence against women in all its forms. The proposal has been validated in four countries (Brazil, Costa Rica, Honduras and the Dominican Republic). 

The result of this process is an advocacy packet that contains the following informative fact sheets: 

· Public policies on Domestic Violence: A justification of the public policies on domestic violence and an explanation of the development process for these policies, including the necessary institutional conditions for their creation. 
· Key Components of Laws and Policies on Domestic Violence: In addition to the definitions and types of violence against women, the group identified the following key components that should be considered in any law or policy on domestic violence against women: 
1. An analysis of the relationship between victims and abusers; 
2. Protective measures, which include legal protection and care for the victim; 
3. Sanctions and rehabilitation for abusers; 
4. Responsibilities of public entities
· Municipal Policies on Violence against Women: Discussion of the key steps for designing local policies. It highlights the experience of the Dominican Republic municipality Los Alcarrizos, that, within the framework of the validation process, designed a local policy. 

· Comprehensive Care for Domestic Violence against Women in the Health Sector: Shares considerations for comprehensive care in the health sector, including the basic interventions that should be included at the different levels, medical and psychological care for the victims, medical-legal records, effective responses of the health sector, values and partnerships in comprehensive care, and priority areas in comprehensive care for victims at the different levels. 

· Monitoring of Laws and Policies on Domestic Violence: A review of the necessary instruments for the monitoring, opportunities and obstacles identified as factors that facilitate monitoring, and proposal of types of general indicators (magnitude, access and utilization of services, financing, and social participation). It also proposes specific indicators based on the validation experience in Costa Rica. 

For more information, or in order to obtain a packet, visit the PAHO GEH’s webpage at:

http://new.paho.org/hq/index.php?option=com_content&task=blogsection&id=44&Itemid=207



The PAHO Gender, Ethnicity, and Health Office has disseminated the packet to all PAHO/WHO Representative Offices. As a model example, in Suriname, the Cabinet approved the modification of the law on Domestic Violence, which is currently found in the agenda of the State Council and the Parliament. The office in Suriname immediately requested more copies of the packet so that the national working team in charge of the law modification could use it as tool while reviewing the draft modification before its official approval by the Parliament.








Violence against women means any act of gender-based violence that results in, or is likely to result in, physical, sexual or psychological harm or suffering to women





Economic and Social Council UN, 1992









