
 
 

Venue:  
PAHO/WHO HQ - Conference Room “C”.  

525 Twenty Third Street, N.W., Washington D.C., USA 20037 
 

                         AGENDA 
 
 

Thursday, November 8th 
 
8:30 – 9:00  Registration  
 
9:00 – 9:15 Opening/Welcome: James Fitzgerald; Area Manager (a.i.), Area of Health System based on 

Primary Health Care – HSS PAHO 
 
9:15 – 9:30  Overview of Workshop Objectives 
 

Background document(s)/links:  
 “Health for All: Can it Be Financed? Fiscal Space and the Financing of Universal   

  Health Care Systems: Issues and Policies” FINFISC Meeting 2007. 
  The World Health Report 2010: Financing Health Care Systems. WHO 2010 

 
9:30 – 10:30 Session I: National Health Expenditure Trends in the Americas (Demographic, Epidemiological  
                        and Nutritional Transitions)  

 
Presentation: National Health Care Expenditures in Latin America and the 
Caribbean: Trends, Macroeconomic and Fiscal Challenges 
Ruben M. Suárez-Berenguela; Senior Advisor Public Policies, Regulation and Health 
Financing; HSS-PAHO 
 
Background document(s):  
 Health in the Americas 2012 Edition; PAHO  pp. 14-15;   
 Health in the Americas: Basic Health Indicators 2012, September 2012; PAHO 

  
Presentation: Health Care Expenditures Trends in the USA and the Fiscal Cliff: 
What’s ahead? 
Charles Roehrig; Director, Center for Sustainable Health Spending; Altarum Institute. 

 
Background document(s)/links:  
 Health Spending Brief, Center for Sustainable Health Spending, Altarum Institute 2012. 
 Altarum Institute (link to website) 

                  
                        Chair: Cristian Morales, Focal Point-HSS, PAHO-Venezuela 
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http://www.paho.org/english/DPM/SHD/HP/finfisc07.htm
http://www.paho.org/english/DPM/SHD/HP/finfisc07.htm
http://www.who.int/whr/2010/en/index.html
http://www.paho.org/saludenlasamericas/docs/hia-2012-summary.pdf
http://ais.paho.org/chi/brochures/2012/BI_2012_ENG.pdf
http://www.altarum.org/files/imce/CSHS-Spending-Brief_Oct%202012.pdf
http://www.altarum.org/


 
10:30 - 11:00 Coffee Break 
 
 
11:00 – 12:30  Session II: Reforming Health Care Systems and Universal Health Coverage; Experiences. 
                          

                     Presentation: Reforms of Public Health Care Systems in Advanced and Emerging 
Economies: Macroeconomic and Fiscal Implications  
Benedict Clements; Fiscal Affairs Department, International Monetary Fund- IMF 
 
Background document(s):  
 The Economics of Public Health Care Reform in Advanced and Emerging Economies. 

[Excerpt] IMF 2012 . 
                                    

Presentation: World Bank: The Universal Coverage Challenge Program (UNICO).            
                        Daniel Cotlear; Lead Economist; The World Bank. 

 
Background document(s):  

UNICO – The Universal Coverage Challenge Program 
 

Presentation: Financing Universal Health Coverage: macroeconomic and fiscal   
  dimensions. 

                          Joe Kutzin; Coordinator Health Financing Policy; World Health Organization – WHO 
 
Background document(s):  

Universal health coverage: does anything go? No. Joe Kutzin –WHO 2012.  
 
                        Chair: Eco. Matilde Pinto; Senior Advisor, Health Economics and Planning; PAHO      
 
 
12: 30 – 2:00   Lunch 
    
 
2:00 – 3:30 Session III: Round Table - Country Experiences: Financing Social Health Insurance Systems 

(SHI) in Latin America and the Caribbean: Macroeconomic and Fiscal Challenges.  
                       

  Financing Social Health Insurance: Options, Progress and Challenges.  
                         Jairo Restrepo, Profesor, Grupo de Economía de la Salud – GES,  University of    

 Antioquia, Medellín, Colombia.  
 

Background document(s):  
 Observatorio de la Seguridad Social No. 14. GES  
 Observatorio de la Seguridad Social No. 5. GES 2002. 

 
                        Financing Social Health Insurance in Costa Rica: Fiscal Challenges.                                                                                                 

   Gustavo Picado; Director Financiero Administrativo; Costa Rica Social Security    
   Institution 

 
Background document(s):  
 Universal coverage in a middle income country: Costa Rica WHO 2010 Background 

Paper, No 11. 2010 
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http://www.imf.org/external/pubs/ft/books/2012/health/healthcare.pdf
http://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=web&cd=1&sqi=2&ved=0CB4QFjAA&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.pmaconference.mahidol.ac.th%2Findex.php%3Foption%3Dcom_docman%26task%3Ddoc_download%26gid%3D655%26Itemid%3D&ei=KyqYUKW5MJO29gSl14HQAw&usg=AFQjCNF9oSS6-TyO9IhgYrvYL_suqw61lQ&sig2=nq5PLVn2wHyWndAyQqm1Kw
http://www.who.int/entity/bulletin/volumes/90/11/12-113654.pdf
http://www.udea.edu.co/portal/page/portal/bibliotecaSedesDependencias/unidadesAcademicas/FacultadCienciasEconomicas/ElementosDiseno/Documentos/GrupoEconomiaSalud/Observatorios/Observatorio_23.pdf
http://www.scribd.com/doc/12283789/Observatorio5
http://www.who.int/healthsystems/topics/financing/healthreport/CostaRicaNo11.pdf


 
 
Expanding Public Health Care Coverage in Chile: AUGE.  
Monica Aravena; Chief; DES-MOH Chile. 
 
Background document(s):  
 Impacto de las garantías explícitas en salud en producción y en gasto en la red asistencial 

de salud. DESAL Chile 2011.  
 
Argentina: Country Experiences  
Gaston Palopoli/Andrea Polach: Department of Health Economics MOH Argentina 
 
Uruguay: Country Experiences  
Maria Victoria Arbulo: Department of Health Economics MOH Uruguay 

 
                        Chair: Giovanni Escalante; Focal Point HSS-PAHO, Bolivia. 
 
 
3:30 – 4:00 Coffee Break 
    
 
4:00 – 5:30  Session IV: Round Table - Country Experiences. Financing Unified and Segmented Public 

Health Care Services Systems in Latin America and the Caribbean: Macroeconomic and Fiscal 
Challenges.  

 
                     Financing Universal Health Coverage (UHC) in the Caribbean: The Fiscal Space Issue. 
                   Stanley Lalta, Center for Health Economics; University of West Indies; Saint   Augustine 

Campus; Trinidad and Tobago. 
 
Background document(s):  
  Financing Universal Health Coverage (UHC) in the Caribbean: The Fiscal Space Issue. 

Prof. Stanley Lalta 2012.          
                

                     Andean Countries: The Financing of Public health care services sector in Andean 
Countries: current patterns and fiscal challenges.         

                             Lorena Prieto, Consultant, Lima, Peru 
 

Análise de Conjuntura do Financiamento da Saúde no Brasil  
Corah Prado; Health Economist; Dept. of Health Economics, MOH Brazil 

 
                                   Background document/links:  

 MOH Brazil Health Economics Department (2012). 
 
                          Chair: Eco. Flavia Poppe; PAHO-HSS Focal Point, PWR-Brazil 

                       
 
6:00 – 6:30 Cocktail Reception: Delegate Lounge 
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http://desal.minsal.cl/DOCUMENTOS/PDF/2012/informefinalimpactoges.pdf
http://desal.minsal.cl/DOCUMENTOS/PDF/2012/informefinalimpactoges.pdf
http://new.paho.org/hq/index.php?option=com_docman&task=doc_download&gid=19104&Itemid=270&lang=en
http://portal.saude.gov.br/portal/saude/visualizar_texto.cfm?idtxt=27906


 

 
Friday, November 9th 

 
9:00 – 10:30  Session V: Macroeconomic and Fiscal Implications of Financing Universal Social Protection 

Programs: Health and Pensions. 
 

 Presentation: ‘Fiscal Space’ and the Financing of Universal Health Coverage  
  Peter Heller, Consultant. 

 
Background document(s):  
 “The Prospects of creating ‘fiscal space’ for the health sector”; Health Policy Plan. 

(March 2006) 21 (2): 75-79. Peter Heller. 
 “Fiscal Space: What It Is and How to Get It”. (article on Finance and Development) Peter 

Heller. 2005.  
 
Presentation: Financing Health and Social Protection in Latin America: 
Macroeconomic and Fiscal Challenges.   
Oscar Cetrángolo; UBA, Argentina.  

 
Background document(s):  
 El Financiamiento de Sistemas de Salud en países de América Latina: desafíos para 

alcanzar una cobertura universal, implicaciones fiscales y su impacto sobre la equidad. 
Oscar Cetrángolo y Ariela Goldschmit. 2011 

 “Rigidities and fiscal space in Latin America: a comparative case study”  ECLAC- AECI 
2010. 

  
                        Chair: Manrique Sáenz; Ministry of Finance; Costa Rica. 
 
 
10:30 – 11:00  Coffee Break 
 
 
11:00 – 12:30  Session VI: Taxation and Equality in Latin America: Who benefits from Public  
                        Expenditure in Health Care? 
 
               Presentation: Progressive and Regressive Taxation in Latin America: An overview.   

              Juan Pablo Jiménez, Economic Commission for Latin America and    
               the Caribbean- ECLAC.  
 

 Background document(s):  
 Progressivity and Regressive Taxation in Latin America: An Overview. Juan Pablo 

Jiménez, ECLAC 2011. 
 Taxation and Equality in Latin America. Woodrow Wilson Center for Scholars. Update 

for the Americas. 2012.  
 

                        Presentation: Macroeconomic and Fiscal Challenges of Expanding Coverage of the 
Guatemalan, and other Central American, Public Health Care Systems.                      

                        Alejandra Contreras de Álvarez, Instituto Centroamericano de Estudios Fiscales-ICEFI. 
 
Background document(s):  
 Central American Fiscal Policy in Times of Crises, [English & Spanish]  Instituto 

Centroamericano de Estudios Fiscales-ICEFI    
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http://heapol.oxfordjournals.org/content/21/2/75.full.pdf+html
http://www.imf.org/external/pubs/ft/fandd/2005/06/basics.htm
http://www.eclac.org/publicaciones/xml/9/39779/S97MED-L3136i-P.pdf
http://www.wilsoncenter.org/sites/default/files/Jimenez.pdf
http://www.wilsoncenter.org/sites/default/files/Taxation.pdf
http://icefi.org/resumen-ejecutivo-del-ii-informe-de-politica-fiscal-esta-disponible-en-ingles-y-espanol/


 
 El remedio de nuestros males: Un análisis sobre los mecanismos, costos y formas de 

financiamiento para mejorar el sistema de salud pública en Guatemala, 2012-2021. ICEFI 
and UNICEF.           

 
                       Presentation: The distributive impact of public expenditures in health care related   

   goods and services in MERCOSUR countries; Progress Report  
                        Prof. Camilo Cid; Catholic University, Chile.  

 
Background document(s):  
 Problemas y desafíos del seguro de salud y su financiamiento en Chile: el 

cuestionamiento a las ISAPRE y la solución funcional 
 Out-of-pocket health spending: the case of Chile, 1997 and 2007. Camilo Cid and Lorena 

Prieto 2012.  
 Policy tools for achieving more equitable financing of and access to healthcare services 

in LAC. Rubén M. Suárez-Berenguela; HSS-PAHO 2002. 
 

Chair: Cynthia Arnson; Director, Latin American Program, Woodrow Wilson Center                      
for  Scholars 

 
Background document(s):  
 Tax Reform and Income Distribution in Latin America and the Caribbean. James 

Mahon. Williams College 2009.   
 Taxation and Equality in Latin America. Woodrow Wilson Center for Scholars. Update 

for the Americas. 2012.  
 
12:30 – 2:00  Lunch Break 
 
 
2:00 – 3:30  Session VII:   Equity and Sustainability Issues:  Health Systems and Fiscal Challenges of   
                        NCDs and Financing Social Protection in Health. 
                     

Presentation: Health Systems Inequalities and Inequities in LAC: EquiLAC Project.  
                    Gisele Almeida; Advisor Health Systems and Services Analysis; HSS-   

PAHO. 
 
Background document(s):  
 EquiLAC II Project (link to web site) 
 EquiLAC I link to publication) 

                
                       Presentation: Aging and Chronic Diseases: Macroeconomic and Fiscal Implications.  

Claudia Pescetto; Advisor, Integrated Health Services Delivery Networks, PAHO. 
 
Background document(s):  
 Taller: Economía de la prevención de enfermedades no transmisibles y sus factores de 

riesgo [2011]. 
 
Presentation: Financing Social Protection in Health in Latin America: Fiscal 
Challenges. 
Julio Siede; Advisor, Social Protection and Health Insurance; PAHO  

 
 

Chair: Gustavo Vargas; PAHO-HSS Focal Point, Belize. 
 
3:30 – 4:00  Coffee Break 
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http://www.unicef.org.gt/1_recursos_unicefgua/publicaciones/Contamos%206_Salud.pdf
http://www.unicef.org.gt/1_recursos_unicefgua/publicaciones/Contamos%206_Salud.pdf
http://politicaspublicas.uc.cl/cpp/static/uploads/adjuntos_publicaciones/adjuntos_publicacion.archivo_adjunto.90cf57be2ac525fa.32303132303132332050726f626c656d61732079206465736166c3ad6f732064656c2073656775726f2064652073616c756420792073752066696e616e6369616d69656e746f20656e204368696c652e706466.pdf
http://politicaspublicas.uc.cl/cpp/static/uploads/adjuntos_publicaciones/adjuntos_publicacion.archivo_adjunto.90cf57be2ac525fa.32303132303132332050726f626c656d61732079206465736166c3ad6f732064656c2073656775726f2064652073616c756420792073752066696e616e6369616d69656e746f20656e204368696c652e706466.pdf
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/22652971
http://www.scielosp.org/scielo.php?pid=S1020-49892002000500017&script=sci_arttext
http://www.scielosp.org/scielo.php?pid=S1020-49892002000500017&script=sci_arttext
http://www.obela.org/system/files/MahonJames.pdf
http://www.wilsoncenter.org/sites/default/files/Taxation.pdf
http://new.paho.org/hq/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=2674%3Aequilac-ii-project--&catid=3452%3Ahss0212-equilac&Itemid=3720&lang=en
http://publications.paho.org/product.php?productid=727
http://new.paho.org/hq/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=6232%3Ataller-economuna-de-la-prevenciun-de-enfermedades-no-transmisibles-y-sus-factores-de-riesgo-2011&catid=1937%3Ahss020106--workshops%2C-consultations%2C-and-&Itemid=2092&lang=en
http://new.paho.org/hq/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=6232%3Ataller-economuna-de-la-prevenciun-de-enfermedades-no-transmisibles-y-sus-factores-de-riesgo-2011&catid=1937%3Ahss020106--workshops%2C-consultations%2C-and-&Itemid=2092&lang=en


 
 
4:00 – 5:15 Session VIII:   Round Table/Open Discussion; Financing Health Care Systems: Addressing 

Macroeconomic and Fiscal Challenges. 
 
Chair: Ruben M. Suárez-Berenguela; Senior Advisor Public Policies, Regulation and Health 
Financing; HSS-PAHO 

 
5:15 – 5:30 Closing: James Fitzgerald; Area Manager (a.i.); Area of Health System based on Primary Health 

Care – HSS PAHO. 
 
 
 
 
 
Related Documents/Presentations 

  
 Working Group/Consultation: Institutional Configuration, Organization and Financing of Health 

Systems. Pan American Health Organization; March 2012. 
 
 Libro: Sistemas de Salud en Suramérica: Desafíos para la universalidad, la integralidad y la 

equidad. UNASUR 2012. 
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http://new.paho.org/hq/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=6779%3Agrupo-de-trabajoconsulta-configuraciun-institucional-organizaciun-y-financiamiento-de-los-sistemas-de-salud-&catid=1937%3Ahss020106--workshops%2C-consultations%2C-and-&Itemid=2092&lang=en
http://new.paho.org/hq/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=6779%3Agrupo-de-trabajoconsulta-configuraciun-institucional-organizaciun-y-financiamiento-de-los-sistemas-de-salud-&catid=1937%3Ahss020106--workshops%2C-consultations%2C-and-&Itemid=2092&lang=en
http://isags-unasul.org/biblioteca_interna.asp?lang=3&idarea=33&idPai=4826
http://isags-unasul.org/biblioteca_interna.asp?lang=3&idarea=33&idPai=4826

