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Bamako Preparatory Meetings
 Regional Consultations in the Americas

 Issues raised at consultations
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Summary recommendations 2004
•

 
Develop national health research systems

•

 
Define health research policies

•

 
Provide resources for health research & equity

•

 
Promote the systematic use of research evidence

•

 
Address national priorities

•

 
Account for research that is taking place; development of 
aggregative registries and a portal

•

 
Partnerships, networks and alliances. Capacity building

•

 
Follow up and monitoring

•

 
Lead by example



3

PAHO/WHO Response to Mexico
PAHO/WHOs coordinated and comprehensive response
• WHO’s roles & responsibilities in health research and health research strategy; 

preparatory work for PAHOs research policy

• A platform for clinical trials registration that allows integrating, 
characterizing, and accounting for research that is taking place has been 
implemented, standards for trial registration defined, and compliance 
strategies developed. Vigorous progress is required to offer access to research 
outcomes of all research that contributes to public health.

• Strategies to promote the systematic use of research in policy are in place. 
Proposals for research to address public health needs are being developed

• Access to relevant summarized research evidence has been improved

• Processes and standards for the development of technical documents 
(Guidelines) are in place and facilitate putting evidence in context 

• Lead by example...

…and follow up on the Mexico Statement 
For Health Research
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2008 and the follow up to Mexico
• Assess progress
• Address current challenges 

and consolidate 
achievements

• Place health research & 
innovation in a wider 
context of research 
development

• Focus on 3 key objectives
– Strengthening leadership
– Engage relevant constituencies
– Increase accountability
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Strengthening Leadership
•

 

Support countries in developing the tools to register clinical trials in compliance with 
WHO avoiding duplication where possible. Research results (published or not) need to 
be made accessible; this should be regarded as a crucial element

 

for public health 
research to be considered done responsibly and ethically. 

•

 

Access to essential research information for health and development: 

–

 

Broaden efforts to expand regional access to scientific evidence

 

that is essential to 
improve public health 

–

 

Virtual Health Libraries and other models proven to be successful in increasing 
access should be expanded and maintained

–

 

Open access should be promoted especially for knowledge produced

 

with public 
funds

•

 

Incentives need to be in place to boost implementation research,

 

innovation, and 
research that addresses pressing issues to enable better development, equity and health.

•

 

Regional and country progress and agendas need to be acknowledged and considered in 
the development of new proposals

•

 

WHO and other international agencies should lead by example monitoring and 
characterizing resources and outputs of its own research. 
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Engaging relevant constituencies
•

 

Develop metrics to monitor and support the Health Workers working on research for health. 

•

 

Incorporate the health research workforce into the Regional and Global Human Resources for 
Health Goals

 

linking them to initiatives such as those championed by WHO, PAHEF, and the 
Human Resources Observatory. 

•

 

Develop and implement strategies to engage other sectors in addressing public health priorities 
that contribute to development, equity and health

•

 

Promote that health authorities exercise stewardship of the health research agenda and 
respond to national health research priorities. 

•

 

Countries need to have strategies in place to retain human resources for health research and to 
offer them the means and opportunities to thrive. 

•

 

Develop mechanisms to avoid duplication, promote harmonization, and establish 
responsibilities relevant to global initiatives involving research, such as the Global Strategy and 
Action Plan on Public Innovation & Intellectual Property, Patient Safety, Health Technology 
Assessment, Bioethics and Research Ethics forums, and other initiatives involving international 
organizations and leading research partners. 

•

 

Provide leadership for the development of research that responds

 

to new challenges, such as 
climate change, and coordination with all relevant stakeholders.
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Increasing accountability
•

 

Taking stock of the state of knowledge should be integral part of research 
proposals, and this should be done in a balanced manner (i.e. addressing benefits 
and harms / advantages and disadvantages of interventions)

•

 

Standardized and organized essential data illustrating health research production, 
financing and human resources should be accessible for monitoring and evaluation 
purposes. A framework to monitor financial flows for research in

 

the sectors of 
health and science & technology needs to be developed

•

 

The effects of investment in health research need to be assessed

 

looking at its 
impact in countries economy, commercial trade and development. 

•

 

Leading organizations should assess the effects of different governance and 
stewardship mechanisms on the development of research for health

•

 

Develop indicators (basic, standardized, and implementable) to evaluate capacities 
for inter-sectorial

 

research development and coordination.

•

 

Put in place oversight mechanisms so that allow research to be viewed as: public 
good, transparent; that has the public’s trust, that is deemed benevolent and 
respectful of human rights, and that addresses societies needs with equity. 
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Thanks!

Information: 
José Luis Di Fabio / Luis Gabriel Cuervo
Research Promotion & Development; Area of 
Technology Health Care & Research
Email: Bamako2008@paho.org
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