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COUNTRY DEMOGRAPHICS 

 Population:  2,712,100 

 No. of Households using Biomass:  132,882  

 % Urban Population:  52 

 % Rural Population:  48 

 % household with access to electricity:  91 

 %Total use of biomass: 13% 

Statistical Institute of Jamaica 





MORTALITY ATTRIBUTABLE TO HOUSEHOLD AIR 

POLLUTION 

0-4 years Both sexes 13 [0-31] 

18+  years Male 286 [0-685] 

Female 255 [0-610] 

All age groups (total) Both sexes 554 [0-1 306] 

0-4 years Both sexes 1 284 [0-2 974] 

18+  years Male 6 998 [0-16 432] 

Female 5 336 [0-12 329] 

All age groups (total) Both sexes 13 618 [0-31 375] 

Retrieved from WHO Database HAP Burden of Disease in the Americas 



AVAILABILITY OF DATA RELATED TO HAP 

 Data not available in one location 

 Collected at hospital level and feed into National level 

 Data on respiratory infection 

 Collected weekly (# only) from 77 sentinel sites across 

Jamaica on Fever and Respiratory symptoms and admitted 

Lower Respiratory Tract infections.  

 

 Data collected weekly from 6 hospitals across the island 

(demographic and geographic) on cases of fever with 

respiratory distress requiring admission (SARI) 

 



AVAILABILITY OF DATA RELATED TO HAP 

 Data regarding pneumonias 

 Admitted Lower Respiratory Tract Infections is used as a proxy 

for pneumonia. 

 

 Data available for mortality cause specific disaggregated 

by parishes  

      Infant mortality (<1 year) 

      Child mortality (<5 year) 

      Pneumonia mortality <5 year or (<1 year) 

      Mortality for chronic obstructive pulmonary disease 

      Mortality for lung cancer in men and women 

 



NATIONAL PLAN 

 There is currently no plan 

 Ministry of Health through the Environmental Health Unit 

 Several stakeholder would be key to such a plan to 

include: 

 The Ministry of Social Security  

 Ministry of Mining and Energy 

 The Ministry of Land, Water, Environment and Climate 

Change 

 The Forestry Department 

 The National Environment and Planning Agency 

 



NATIONAL PLAN – POLICY/LEGISLATION 

 The Public Health Act Nuisance Regulations 

 

 Household smoke not targeted 



NATIONAL PLAN – SOCIO-ECONOMIC PROGRAM 

 PATH Programme - The Programme of Advancement 

Through Health and Education (PATH) is a conditional 

cash transfer programme funded by the Government of 

Jamaica and the World Bank and is aimed at delivering 

benefits by way of cash grants to the most needy and 

vulnerable in the society. 

 Does not intentionally target any public health issue 

 

 NHF - The National Health Fund is established to 

provide financial support to the national healthcare 

system 

 No project submitted toward this endeavour 



CURRENT KNOWLEDGE 

 While there has been few newspaper articles in 

recent time, common knowledge about this hazard 

is also limited, and not widely publicized.  

 Research on the subject is also limited. 

 



TYPE OF FUEL USED FOR COOKING 

Parish 
Total 

Households 

Type of Fuel Used for Cooking 

LPG Electric Wood Charcoal Kerosene Other 
No Cooking 

Done 

Not 

Reported 

Kingston  29,513 25,172 452 126 1,926 37 15 1,027 758 

JAMAICA 881,089 709,096 15,508 78,987 53,895 680  362 12,762 9,799 



THE TREND 

 40 % use of biomass in 1990 to 13% in 2013. 

 

 

 

 

 

 81% household with electricity to 91% in 2013 



TREND IN ELECTRICITY RATES 
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TREND IN LPG RATES 
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THE NATIONAL ENERGY POLICY 

 Minimize the adverse environmental effects and 

pollution caused by the production, storage, 

transport and use of energy, and minimize 

environmental degradation as a result of the use of 

fuel wood 

 

 Liquid petroleum gas (LPG) has replaced fuel wood 

as the primary household fuel in 84% of Jamaican 

homes 

 



THE NATIONAL ENERGY POLICY 

 Under the Rural Electrification Programme, 7,000 km of 

low voltage distribution lines were constructed and 

approximately 70,000 rural homes electrified. 

Approximately 91% of households island-wide now have 

access to electricity.  

 

 Electricity prices now reflect true cost. However, 

Government’s policy continues to provide a lifeline rate, 

which benefits monthly consumers of less than 100kWh 

per month. This cross-subsidy is provided by those 

consumers using more than 101kWh per month.  

 



WAY FORWARD  

 Household air quality – household fuel combustion 

 

 Indoor air quality in general 

 

 Included in 2016/2017 biennial work-plan 

 

 Greater awareness  
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