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•  Economic Significance of Sectors     

• International Trade and NCD Policy 

• Regional Governance Structures 

• Recommendations  
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Outline 



Policy  Priority Actions Status 

Tobacco Control   Taxation 
Graphic Health Warnings 
Advertising, promotion and sponsorship bans 

Yes 
No 
No 

Alcohol Policy Ban/Regulate Alcohol advertising and promotion 
Breatherlyzer legislation 
  

No 
No 
  

Nutrition Policy Regional standards for salt, sugar and fat content  No 

Changes to CET 
Tariffs and Subsidies for healthier foods  

No 
No 

Fair Food Trade Policies  In process 
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SNAPSHOT OF NCD IMPLEMENTATION  



Economic Context of NCD Policy 
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“the Caribbean is in the throes of a major economic crisis, like it has never ever 
been before” 
 
   
                                             Honourable Dr. Kenny Anthony, Prime Minister of Saint Lucia, 2013 
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Selected Economic Indicators for the Caribbean Community    



Economic Context of NCD Policy 
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Gross Public Debt as a Percentage of Gross Domestic Product (2014) 
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Economic Context of NCD Policy 

Non Communicable Disease as a Development Challenge 
 
 
1. Will Investment in NCD Policy lead to economic growth ? 

 
 

2. Will  ROI in NCD Policy   > Loss from private sector contributions to growth 
 
 

3. Will ROI in NCD Policy >  ROI in other economic growth enhancing activities  
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Economic Significance of the Tobacco 
Sector   

 TOBACCO CONTROL AND THE REGIONAL PRIVATE SECTOR 
 
Value of Regional Trade  = USD 54million 
 
Regional Exporter Trinidad & Tobago 
 
Main Importers 
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Economic Significance of the Alcoholic 
Beverages Sector   
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Economic Significance of the Alcoholic 
Beverages Sector   
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Economic Significance of the Alcoholic 
Beverages Sector   
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Economic Significance of the Ultra 
Processed Foods Sector   

2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013

Exports 341 360 415 376 318 243 303 368 295

Imports 189 233 271 277 294 301 338 360 354

BOT 152 127 144 99 24 -58 -35 8 -59
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CARICOM Exports, Imports and Balance of Trade for Ultra Processed Foods sector in USD 
Millions (2005-2013)   
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Economic Significance of the Ultra 
Processed Foods Sector   

0 50 100 150 200 250

Cane & beet sugar

Other sugars

Bread, bisciuts etc.

Juices

Molasses

Sugar conf.

Jams, Jellies, Fruits (in sugar)

Ice Cream

Soups, broths prep.

Cane & beet sugar Other sugars Bread, bisciuts etc. Juices Molasses Sugar conf. 
Jams, Jellies, Fruits 

(in sugar)   
Ice Cream Soups, broths prep. 

CERI 124.7 10 67 49 30.84 31.6 6.5 12.1 20.2 

CERE 221 1.25 16.6 46 1.7 3.1 0.46 0.09 4.4 

CARICOM Exports and Imports of Selected Ultra Processed Foods in USD Millions (2013) 
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Economic Significance of the Ultra 
Processed Foods Sector   
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Economic Significance of the Ultra 
Processed Foods Sector   
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Trade Measures relevant to Public health 

 

Agreement on Trade-Related Intellectual property Rights (TRIPS) 

  

General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade  (GATT) 

 

General Agreement on Trade in Services (GATS) 

 

Technical Barriers to Trade Agreement  

       

Regional Trade Agreements and  NCD 
Policy  
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Regional Trade Agreements and  NCD 
Policy  



19 

Regional Institutions and  NCD Policy  
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Regional Institutions and  NCD Policy  
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Recommendations 

  


