


For over 40 years, the success of the Expanded Program on Immunization (EPI) has made the Region of the Americas a 
global leader in the elimination and control of vaccine preventable diseases (VPD) such as smallpox, polio, rubella, 
congenital rubella syndrome, measles, and neonatal tetanus. Moreover, since the EPI’s creation in 1977, the number of 
vaccines used in the countries’ national vaccination schedules has risen from six to more than 16 on average, providing 
greater protection for their populations. 

achieve high uniform vaccination coverage in our countries and provide a rapid response to VPD outbreaks. We know 

address these challenges as we should.

According to the reports provided by the Member States through the 2017 PAHO/WHO-UNICEF Joint Reporting Form 

measles, mumps, rubella (MMR) vaccine. Furthermore, regional coverage with the third dose of the vaccine containing 
antigens against diphtheria, tetanus, and pertussis (DTP3) fell from 91% in 2016 to 88% in 2017, meaning that nearly 1.8 
million children under 1 last year had not received the complete series of this vaccine. This has put the Region at risk 
during VPD outbreaks, a situation exacerbated by the natural disasters, mass migrations, and other health emergencies 

Nevertheless, we have reason to hope. The EPI has proven successful in the Region. Haiti, one of our priority countries, 
managed to certify the elimination of neonatal tetanus. Furthermore, the Region is a leader in the use of new vaccines: 
35 countries and territories have introduced the pneumococcal vaccine in their national schedules; 21 countries and 
territories, the rotavirus vaccine; and 32 countries and territories, the human papillomavirus vaccine. 

, immunization 
yields a net return on investment of 16:1 in middle- and low-income countries. Immunization is also a critical aspect of 

health actions from infancy to adulthood, making it an indicator of health system performance par excellence. 

Now more than ever we need resilient EPIs, capable of tackling these challenges in strengthened health services to 

vaccines and supplies. It is critically important for the countries to search for innovative strategies to improve EPI 
surveillance and operations; new training and data analysis and utilization strategies; and strategies for increasing 
community commitment. The Plan of Action on Immunization, approved by the Member States in 2015, is the platform 
for following a roadmap to meet this goal, together with the Sustainable Development Goals. 

Every country is responsible for maintaining its achievements at the national and regional level, strengthening the EPI, 

Carissa F. Etienne
Director
Pan American Health Organization

  For this publication:
• Latin America is composed of Mexico, Central American Isthmus, Latin Caribbean, Andean Area, Brazil, and Southern Cone.
• Latin America & Caribbean is composed of Latin America and Non-Latin Caribbean.
• Because of their population size, Brazil and Mexico are shown separately.

The data published in the brochure "Immunization in the Americas" may have been updated by the countries, after publication. 
To see the most up-to-date data, please visit: www.paho.org/immunization/Data.
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849

44
293

4
0
0
1
0
0

…
0
3
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0

…
0
0
0

872

4
0
4
0

868

868

0

0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0

77
0
1

…
…
76

…
…

786
0
0
0
0

786

5

0
0
0
0
0

0
0
0
0
0
0

…
0

…
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0

…
0
0
0

233

39
0

17
22

194

194

…

8
0
1
2
0
1
0
4

18
17

1
…
…
…
…
…

14
1
8
1
0
4

120

34
20

5
2
7

0
0
0
0
0
0

…
0

…
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0

…
0
0
0

52,360

7,786
0

2,157
5,629

44,574

44,570

…

934
14
54

163
539
115

2
47

1,910
0

1,910
…
…
…
…
…

28,445
9,057

17,835
1,472

…
81

…

13,281
4,396
6,069
1,090
1,726

4
0
0
1
0
0

…
0

…
0
0
0
3
0
0
0
0
0

…
0
0
0

*Bonaire, St. Eustatius, and Saba.
(a) Morbidity and Mortality Weekly Report (MMWR), National Notifiable Diseases Surveillance System (NNDSS); (b) imported or related to importation; (c) Measles/Rubella Weekly Surveillance Bulletin 2017;
(d) invasive disease (age <5 years).

morbidity data



The Americas

North America
Bermuda

Canada
United States of America

 Latin America and the Caribbean

Latin America

Mexico

Central American Isthmus
Belize

Costa Rica
El Salvador
Guatemala

Honduras
Nicaragua

Panama

Latin Caribbean
Cuba

Dominican Republic
French Guiana

Guadeloupe
Haiti

Martinique
Puerto Rico

Andean Area
Bolivia

Colombia
Ecuador

Peru
Venezuela

Brazil

Southern Cone
Argentina

Chile
Paraguay
Uruguay

Non-Latin Caribbean
Anguilla

Antigua and Barbuda
Aruba

Bahamas, The
Barbados

BES*
Cayman Islands

Curaçao
Dominica
Grenada
Guyana
Jamaica

Montserrat
Saint Kitts & Nevis

Saint Lucia
Saint Vincent and the Grenadines

Sint Maarten
Suriname

Trinidad and Tobago
Turks and Caicos Islands

Virgin Islands (UK)

35 36 37 38 39 40 41 42

2017
DTP3
2017

DTP3
2017 2017 2017 2017 2017 2017

spending on routine
immunization 
financed using

gov’t funds (%)

spending on 
vaccine purchases

financed using
gov’t funds (%)

budget line 
for vaccine
 purchases

number of
NITAG

meetings

plan for
immunization

injection
safety

% of children in
municipalities w/
coverage level 
≥95%

% of municipa-
lities w/ cove-

rage level 
≥95%

national
system to
monitor
ESAVIs

2017

total number
of districts/

municipalities

years covered
by multi-year

plan for 
immunization

program management and financing

43 44

c

   

   

c

   

   

c

no
2016-2020

…

2013-2018

2015-2024
2015-2020
2014-2019

no
2016-2020
2016-2020

yes

2014-2018
2018-2021

…
…

2016 - 2020
…
…

2016 - 2020
2016-2020
2017-2021
2015-2019

no

…

2017-2018
2010-2020
2014-2018
2015-2020

2017
no
no
…
no
…
no

2017-2019
no

2016- 2025
2017-2021

no
no

2018-2022
no
no
no

2017-2021
no
no

2017

…
3
3

3

…
11
4

14
3
2

10

12
…
…
…
0

…
…

5
1

…
10
0

2

4
7

10
5

…
…
…
…
0

…
0

…
…
…
…
…
…
…
…
…
0

…
…
…
…

14,852

65
1

13
51

14,787

14,634

2,446

1,216
6

81
262
338
298
153
78

465
168
157

0
0

140
0
0

3,811
339

1,122
141

1,874
335

5,570

1,126
512
346
249
19

153
3
8
6

16
10
0
6
1
7
7

10
13
4

17
8
9
1

10
9
4
4

a

b

24

…
0

…
…

24

24

29

33
23
47
27
16
42
83
10

35
97
22
…
…
19
…
…

25
17
35
17
34
13

15

18
13
34
14
43

26
0

63
100
NA
28
…
21
…
28
0

17
39

100
76
0

71
100

0
13
2
0

40

…
0
8

…

40

40

29

38
33
51
23
27
42
80
32

51
97
29

…
…
21

…
…

52
15
44
21
71
24

36

40
31
49
14
69

43
0

63
100
NA
30

…
33

…
57

0
30
38

100
82

0
67

100
10
11
50

0

…
no
yes

yes

yes
yes
yes
yes
yes
yes
yes

yes
no
…
…
yes
…
…

yes
yes
yes
yes
no

…

yes
yes
yes
yes

NA
no
yes
yes
no
…
yes
yes
yes
yes
yes
no
…
…
no
no
no
yes
no
no
yes

yes
yes
yes

yes

yes
yes
yes
no
yes
yes
yes

yes
yes
…
…
yes
…
…

yes
yes
yes
yes
yes

yes

yes
yes
yes
yes

yes
yes
no
yes
yes
…
yes
yes
yes
yes
yes
yes
yes
yes
yes
yes
yes
no
yes
no
yes

91
…
…

100

97
100
43

100
84
74

100

98
98
…
…
2

…
…

94
100
100
94
…

100

100
100
100
100

99
89
…
100
98
…
100
100
100
98
80
99
…
63
97

100
100
83

100
100
100

100
…
…

100

100
100
45

100
96
73

100

97
100
…
…
…
…
…

94
100
100
100
…

100

100
100
100
100

100
100
…
100
100
…
100
100
100
100
80

100
…
100
100
100
100
100
100
100
100

yes
…
no

yes

yes
yes
yes
yes
yes
yes
yes

yes
yes
…
…
no
…
…

yes
yes
yes
yes
yes

yes

yes
yes
yes
yes

…
no
yes
yes
yes
…
yes
no
no
no
yes
no
yes
no
…
no
yes
yes
yes
no
…

*Bonaire, St. Eustatius, and Saba.
(a) reports number of provinces and territories; (b) reports number of states; (c) value 2016.



Country

Argentina
Bolivia
Brazil

CARPHA
Chile

Colombia
Costa Rica

Cuba
Dominican Republic

Ecuador
El Salvador
Guatemala

Haiti
Honduras

Mexico
Nicaragua

Panama
Paraguay

Peru
Uruguay

Venezuela

TOTAL/AVERAGE

% of cases 
with

adequate
investigation

% of cases
with

adequate
samples

% of samples
received
in lab

≤5 days

% of lab
samples results

≤4 days

Rate of 
suspected MR

cases/100,000
population

Rate of 
suspected CRS
cases/10,000

live births

Number of 
suspect
cases

58
70
53
78
95
95
85

100
23
95
90
60
65

100
91
90
94
97
53

0
84

82

0.8
0.6
0.0
2.3
1.0
2.6
2.1

12.6
3.1
2.2
4.4
1.1
1.4
1.9
2.7
3.7
1.2
8.0
1.0
0.1
4.3

1.7

1.6
0.0
0.0
6.9
5.6
0.1

26.0
0.0
0.0
0.0
0.0
0.0
0.8
2.2
0.0
2.8
0.1
0.3
0.0
0.0
0.6

0.6

62
75
57
11
83
86
84

100
21
90
97
46
59
75
93
94
82
87
69

100
39

76

92
97
57
97
82
96
94

100
97
99
95
94
97

100
98

100
100

98
94
50
89

91

19
35
62
94
33
80
70

100
1

98
69
16
87
58
97
89
82
81
84
50
99

81

357
62

1853
175
180

1288
101

1433
339
370
274
179
158
159

3476
228

50
542
328

2
1379

12,933

Source: Integrated Surveillance Information System (ISIS), Measles Elimination Surveillance System (MESS), and country reports to FPL-IM/PAHO.
*Data as of August 2018.

surveillance indicators

Measles/Rubella/CRS Surveillance Indicators, 2017*

Number of
 AFP casesCountry

AFP rate
(x 100,000

<15 years old)

% of cases 
investigated

within
<48 hours

% of cases with
1 adequate 

sample

Argentina
Bolivia
Brazil

Canada
CARPHA

Chile
Colombia

Costa Rica
Cuba

Dominican Republic
Ecuador

El Salvador
Guatemala

Haiti
Honduras

Mexico
Nicaragua

Panama
Paraguay

Peru
Uruguay

Venezuela

TOTAL/AVERAGE

Number of
compatible

cases

% of cases
with 60 days
 follow-up

205
26

486
19

6
69

156
27
17
15
38
41
46

8
48

569
19
22
30
52

4
84

1987

1.87
0.72
1.02
0.33
0.34
1.91
1.34
2.53
0.93
0.48
0.81
2.52
0.76
0.22
1.64
1.63
1.05
2.05
1.44
0.59
0.55
0.96

1.22

42
100

99
0

83
97
60
78

0
0

97
34

0
63
48
99
74
50
83
73

100
87

79

79
85
69
26

100
71
83
89
--

87
84
93
72
50
92
83
95
95
93
71
--

80

78

1
6

30
0

73
50
10
92

0
12
95
60

0
0

81
24

100
54
90

9
75

5

27

0
0
1
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
2

3

Source: Integrated Surveillance Information System (ISIS), Polio Eradication Surveillance System (PESS), and country reports to FPL-IM/PAHO.
*Data as of August 2018.

Acute Flaccid Paralysis (AFP), 2017*









General (GO) and Strategic Objectives(SO) 2017
Baseline
(2013)

Target
(2020)



Deaths
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