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How does PAHO/WHO help the region of the Americas in the elimination of this 
disease?
The Pan American Health Organization/World Health Organization is working in 
partnership with the Ministries of Health, National programs, the International 
Federation of Anti-Leprosy Associations (ILEP) and other organizations, governments 
and policymakers towards achieving zero leprosy.  We want to stop the transmission of 
leprosy, prevent disabilities and promote social inclusion by ending discrimination. 

InIn 1992, PAHO/WHO began to promote the Regional Plan of Action for the Elimination 
of Leprosy in the Americas for coverage with multidrug therapy. 
Since then, a 42% treatment coverage rate has been achieved and, since 2001, coverage 
has been almost universal. The Organization provides medication free of charge to all 
people who need it, through donations from the Novartis Foundation for Sustainable 
Development.
 
InIn 2016, the PAHO/WHO Directing Council adopted Resolution CD55.R9, which includes 
implementation of the plan for the elimination of neglected infectious diseases, including 
leprosy.

                                           • www.paho.org • Pan American Health Organization  © PAHO/WHO, 2018


