Caribbean Workshop for Prevention and Combat of Counterfeit Medicines

“Establishing an inter-sectoral partnership and a plan of action”

Briefing Note

Counterfeit medicines are a public health problem. The use of substandard or counterfeit medicines can lead to therapeutic failure or drug resistance. In some cases, it can lead to death. In some way counterfeit and other substandard medicines can compromise the confidence people have in their Healthcare systems.

At global level, WHO is part of a task force, called Impact. At the region of Americas, we have the Pan American Network on Drug Regulatory Harmonization (PANDRH) were participates National Health Authorities, representatives from the Pharmaceutical Industry Associations and representatives of the Academia from the region. One of the working groups of its network is the prevention and combat of counterfeit medicines. 
During these four days, we are going to be able to known a little bit more about the problem, its implication and to discuss how we can face it in the Caribbean. We have a particular situation in the Caribbean were the challenges are even bigger considering the lack or the deficiencies in medicines regulation on most of our countries. 
According to Declaration of Rome, combating counterfeit medicines requires the coordinated effort of all the different public and private stakeholders that are affected and are competent for addressing the different aspects of the problem
. It is a crime and to prevent and to combat it we need a coordination of action that goes beyond the limits of the health area. 
We have several mandates in the Caribbean that have to be considered, like the CARICOM Single Market and Economy (CSME), which addresses consumer protection and provides - amongst others - for member states to enact harmonized legislation, requires harmonized regulation of products and services and strengthening of human resources. 

The Port of Spain Declaration (2007) states “that by 2012, 80% of people with NCDs would receive quality care and have access to preventive education based on regional guidelines”. This means that it is necessary to consider an inter-programmatic approach for guaranteeing access to quality and safety medicines and promoting their rational use. 

In the Caribbean Cooperation in Health Phase III (CCH III) “Investing in Health for Sustainable Development”, one of the expected results related to Strategic Objective “Health Services respond effectively to the needs of the Caribbean people” is “Access to safe affordable and efficacious medicines improved”. 

Caribbean Community (CARICOM) at the 10th Session of  Council on Human and Social Development (COHSOD) decided, on  April 2003 to convene a Technical Advisory Group (TAG) on Trade Related Intellectual Property Rights to work in collaboration with the Caribbean Regional Negotiating Machinery (CRNM) and the Pan American Health Organization (PAHO) to , inter alia, identify and provide guidance to Member States on matters related to international trade rules and negotiations that might affect access to affordable and adequate drugs/pharmaceutical products to address the region’s public health needs.
This activity part of the working plan of TAG for 2009/2010. It is promoted by PAHO as part of the EU/WHO ACP Project “Partnership on Pharmaceutical Policies” together with Caricom, the Ministry of Health and the Ministry of National Security in Jamaica, and Caribbean Regional Drug Law Enforcement Training Centre. The workshop is funded by the European Union and has the collaboration of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Argentina as part of the Triangular Cooperation among them, PAHO and Caribbean Countries. 
I would like to thank the presence of all participants, specially, the colleagues from the working group of prevention and combat of counterfeit medicines from the National Agency of Medicines, Food and Health Technologies (ANMAT) from Argentina and the National Agency of Health Surveillance (ANVISA) who are collaborating with us this week, facilitating this workshop. 
� WHO International Conference on Combating Counterfeiting Medicines. Declaration of Rome, Rome, 18 of February, 2006. 





