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HIGHLIGHTS
•

As of September 20, approximately 1,889 people are in 10* shelters in New Providence.
Three shelters in New Providence have been deactivated and those individuals moved to
other shelters. Additionally, 68 people are located in 2 shelters on Grand Bahama. In
Eleuthera, the one shelter activated is privately managed. The shelter in Abaco has been
deactivated.

•

The number of missing remains at 1,300 and there have been 52 deaths reported.

•

As of September 20, in Grand Bahama 4 out of the 12 public health clinics are reported
operational, 1 is partially operational, 4 are non-operational, and 3 have been destroyed.
In Abaco 7 out of the 8 clinics are operational. One clinic is destroyed but is providing
services out of a nearby beach house.

•

PAHO vector control experts have been working closely with the Ministry of Environment
to establish surveillance systems at shelters.

•

A syndromic surveillance system continues to be operational in hospitals and shelters. The
Ministry of Health continues to strengthen epidemiological surveillance capacity with daily
visits to shelters and clinics.

* 3 tents in addition to the main building at the Kendall Isaac Gym shelter are being used and
included in the count.
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SITUATION OVERVIEW
While the Government of the Bahamas prides itself in continuously providing support
to those affected, various international organizations present in the Bahamas are
beginning to scale down operations as the shift towards the early recovery phase of
the response begins. Ensuring access to appropriate shelters especially addressing
long-term shelter issues, restoration of services, debris removal, and needs
assessments continue to be of priority. The National Emergency Management Agency
(NEMA) has established a further accreditation process for NGOs due to the influx of
new organizations. Fuel remains a constraint for both local communities and
Emergency Medical Teams providing support in most affected areas, but fuel stations
are beginning to come back online in Abaco.
As of September 20, the number of individuals in shelters has decreased as many find
employment, leave to live with families. Approximately 1,899 people are in 10 shelters
in New Providence. Kendall Isaac’s gym is housing 1,056 individuals in its main facility,
well over its 700 capacity and is reported to be the one with the highest mobility of
residents. Additionally, its reported that 900 people are staying in hotels; 68 people
are located in 2 shelters in Grand Bahama and on Eleuthera 10 people are located in
one shelter. The shelters in Abaco have been deactivated due to lack of use.

CONTEXT
Hurricane Dorian made initial landfall
on September 1st, 2019 at Elbow
Cay, Abaco at 12:40 EDT as a
powerful Category 5 hurricane with
sustained winds of 185 mph. The
hurricane then moved to Grand
Bahama and made a second landfall
at 23:00 EDT at near same intensity,
where it then stalled over the island
for over two days. The hurricane had
devastating effects, especially on the
islands of Grand Bahama and Abaco,
as they had prolonged exposure to
extreme hurricane force winds, storm
surges, flooding and intense rainfall

The death toll has increased to 52 while the number of missing has remained at 1,300.
The Ministry of Health reports approximately 8,000 evacuees are in New Providence of which close to 2,000 are in shelters.
Eleuthera also received approximately 400 evacuees but only 10 are reported in the shelter. The latest north Abaco population
census by the government of Abaco has been made available on September 20th and the location of displaced migrant communities
in Abaco are being mapped. Currently there are 3,978 people that have remained on Northern Abaco from the 16,220 recorded on
the 2010 census; of which 2,184 are estimated to need assistance. There are reports received stressing the increasing number of
displaced people in Hope Town (Abaco) including 600 local residents and approximately 350 migrants who do not have access to
safe facilities. Water and food to those displaced are being provided by the local population. Overall, the population currently in
Abaco in need urgent attention to ensure food, shelter, fuel access for power, WASH measures, early recovery activities such as
debris clearance and building repair, and environmental health interventions. The community of Grape Tree and all of Blackwood
is also reporting health needs. The government is working on plans to allow evacuees to return to Abaco and Grand Bahama.
Ensuring food security is ongoing through various agencies which have set up multiple food distribution areas across Abaco and
Grand Bahama as well as in shelters in New Providence. Additionally, the agricultural sector and engineers went to Abaco and
Grand Bahama to better assess livestock and long-term needs for agriculture. Abaco has one fuel station operational as of Thursday
September 19th.

HEALTH SITUATION
Abaco:
Reports of conjunctivitis were reported at Marsh Harbour Clinic. A suspect dengue case from Dundas Town was also reported. A
sample was collected and arrived in the laboratory in Nassau, New Providence for testing. Results are pending.
Grand Bahama:
Three cases of gastroenteritis were reported on the 18th of September. One case from Eight Mile Rock Clinic and two cases from
Hawksbill Clinic. Skin infections were reported on the 19th of September at Eight Mile Rock Clinic and one skin rash at the Church
of Ascension.
New Providence:
On the 18th September, one case of gastroenteritis was reported from All Saints Auditorium (with no sample) and two cases of cold
and cough were reported at Kendal GL gymnasium. On the 19th of September, two cases of conjunctivitis were reported at Kendal
GL Isaacs’s gymnasium and were treated. Treatment for suspect scabies patients continues.
WASH: Coordination is ongoing among many partners to set up distribution systems to population centres, shelters, and displaced
people in Abaco and Grand Bahama. Several water treatment plants and distribution equipment have arrived to the affected islands
and their location is being mapped by the Pacific Disaster Centre. UNICEF is leading water distribution plan in Grand Bahama. The
Public water supply in Cedar Harbour (Abaco) has been reinstated as of September 19 feeding Cedar Harbour and Fox Town
(Abaco), however due to low residual chlorine levels the water is not potable.
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ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH: Vector control specialists have conducted initial assessments of shelters and have identified those
at high or low risk for vector activities. These are being monitored by health inspectors. Garbage collection, sanitation and lack of
sanitary facilities need to be addressed around shelters in New Providence. Breeding sites, once identified, will be managed
accordingly at each shelter location and experts are working on creating a buffer zones between potential breeding sites and the
shelters.

NEEDS
KEY POINTS
• Safe drinking water remains a priority as well as ensuring food safety, and addressing sanitary and hygiene needs;
specifically health promotion, and hand washing both in shelters and in affected islands.
• Mental health support is needed in shelters as well as on the affected islands of Abaco and Grand Bahama both to evacuees
as well as health care workers
• Reliable water supply at Cooper’s Town clinic (Abaco) needs to be established.
• Restoring access to essential health services and continued medical care delivery
• Restoring proper hygiene and sanitation and adequate waste management and vector control in affected communities and
• health facilities
• Improved vector control including reducing opportunities for standing water and breeding areas around the shelters as well
as investigating the mosquito population in the affected islands
• Increase epidemiological surveillance
• Access to fuel and reliable communications need to be re-established on affected islands.
While many have received humanitarian assistance, identifying vulnerable and isolated communities in the affected areas for outreach
and access to health services, medical care, and support remains a challenge. Debris removal, waste management, and identifying
storage and management strategies on the islands remain a priority as well. The damage on electrical infrastructure on the islands
has increased demand for fuel for generators. On Abaco, EMTs have been the main source of information regarding health
pathologies, as some begin to end their mission to the islands, it is important to continue strengthening the surveillance systems in
place through regular Ministry of Health communication channels so that there is a timely and effective system for monitoring and
identifying health threats.
WASH: While water assessments are ongoing, there is an urgent need for hygiene kits and ensuring access to potable water.
Additional needs include intensified health and hygiene promotion, particularly messaging for WASH and environmental health for
disease prevention among the communities currently in the affected islands. Promotion of hand washing practices and placement
of hand sanitizers and access to soap continues to be needed in shelters.

RESPONSE ACTIONS
MINISTRY OF HEALTH
Immunization and health screening for school-age children in shelters is ongoing. Ministry of Health surveillance is on-site at shelters
to handle any infectious disease issues in the residents and collect daily syndromic reports. Health education has commenced in
shelters in New Providence and Grand Bahama. Refilling of medication and providing on-sit medication refill at shelters continues as
well as providing mental health and psychosocial support in shelters.

ROYAL NETHERLANDS NAVY
Through PAHO’s facilitated coordination with the Dutch military, during the week of the 11th to 19th of September, the Royal
Netherlands Navy (RNLN) were able to provide support to the medical infrastructure, distribute supplies, provide engineering support,
further civil-military interactions, and undertake ground surveys of Abaco and surrounding cays. On the 18th of September, the bridge
connecting Coopers Town and Fox Town was rebuilt allowing medical supplies to reach Fox Town Clinic by ground. A PAHO team
car was the first civilian vehicle to cross the bridge carrying medical supplies and staff. Debris removal, fuel distribution, and aid
supply to international organizations, NGOs, and EMTs was also provided through the disaster relief efforts of RNLN in Abaco.

PAHO/WHO
WASH: PAHO continues overseeing water distribution plan in Abaco. As of September 17th, PAHO delivered 3 water quality testing
kits for residual chlorine to Abaco, 2 5,000L water bladder units, water disinfection tablets to use in tanker trucks, and 11 boxes of
Aquatabs. In Grand Bahama, 1 Bladder tank, 1 water tank and 20 boxes of water purification tabs were delivered. 200 mosquito nets
were delivered to Abaco and Grand Bahama and another 100 are on hold in Nassau for further distribution if needed.
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Environmental Health: Vector control experts have met with Ministry of Environment to discuss vector control field operations.
The shelters of Calvary Haitian Church, Bahamas Academy, Salvation Army and All Saints Church in New Providence were
inspected for the presence of rodents and mosquitoes. Aedes Aegypti larvae was observed at Calvary Haitian Church, and Culex
spp. larvae were observed at All Saints Church. Additionally, protocols for mosquito traps were being discussed and are in the
process of identifying the number needed to cover both Abaco and Grand Bahama. PAHO collectively reviewed protocols for
arbovirus diseases with the Ministry of Environment. Additionally, PAHO is aiding the Ministry of Environment in creating a baseline
mosquito population assessment for shelters and areas near the shelters that were affected by the hurricane. Around 30 vector
control personnel were trained by PAHO staff on the use of BG-Sentinel mosquito traps for Aedes mosquito surveillance. Experts
from the Ministry of Environment and PAHO are planning to organize the mosquito traps and field equipment to be shipped to
Abaco and Grand Bahama on Monday and planning to conducting field investigations in the islands of Abaco and Grand Bahama
next week.
Mental Health: PAHO supported the Ministry of Health to establish a technical reference group for mental health and psychosocial
support with Terms of Reference and facilitated discussions with the MoH on strategies for self-care for staff. Meeting with MoH to
discuss psychological intervention during the recovery phase including the establishment of a mechanism to monitor and enforce
codes of conduct and ethical standards, the scale up of training and supervision to build sustainable institutional capacity, and to
ensure that attention is provided to children, adolescent and the elderly who are in shelters
Surveillance: Daily syndromic and event-based surveillance have been established at shelters and hospitals. PAHO epidemiologists
continue to conduct field visits to assess risk of disease transmission and investigate rumors or signals in Abaco as well as support
the Ministry of Health. All shelters in Grand Bahama, New Providence and Eleuthera, all operational health facilities in Grand Bahama
and Abaco, and all EMTs operating in the country have been providing daily reports from syndromic surveillance systems. Clinics in
New Providence and Eleuthera that treat evacuees report weekly syndromic surveillance data.
Emergency Medical Teams: As of September 20, 2019, 5 EMTs remain operational. PAHO’s EMT secretariat will continue to
provide remote support as scale-down activities begin and EMTs begin to transition into providing long-term care.
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LOCATION
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