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EOC SITUATION REPORT #14
Cholera Outbreak in Haiti
Summary
On November 17, the MSPP (Ministère de la
Santé Publique et de la Population) reported that
between October 19 and November 15 the
cumulative number of hospital admissions and
deaths due to cholera was 18,382 and 1,110,
respectively. Seven of ten departments are now
affected (Artibonite, Central, Ouest, Nord Ouest,
Sud, Nord, and Nord Est).
Haitian health workers in Port-au-Prince
In Port-au-Prince, the numbers of cumulative
participate in cholera training
hospital admissions and deaths were 953 and 46,
respectively, for the same period. In the metropolitan
area, cases of cholera have been confirmed in six of seven communes

Civil unrest since November 15 has slowed several activities of the response to the outbreak.
In the northern city of Cap Haitian prevention and treatment supplies are were not delivered in
last three days. WHO/PAHO cholera training was postponed, as well as an Oxfam initiative to
chlorinate water for 300,000 people. A nearby World Food Programme (WFP) warehouse was
looted and burned. In Hinche, six MINUSTAH personnel and a number of bystanders were
injured, according to the MINUSTAH.
On November 16, as part of an intense surveillance effort, one case of cholera was confirmed by
laboratory test in the Dominican Republic, in an individual returning from Haiti. The patient is
evolving satisfactorily.
Health Cluster Response
•

Routine immunization of children against vaccine-preventable diseases took place in
many regions of Haiti on November 16, as part of Haiti’s Children’s Health Week. The
activity was carried out in conjunction with cholera education and treatment activities.
PAHO/WHO and MSPP staff distributed cholera cholera-related posters and pamphlets,
and trained health workers in cholera diagnosis and prevention at three health centers:
Ganthier Center in Bosquet, Hospital Communautaire Christ pour Tous in Fond Parisien
and “Love a Child” in Fond Parisien.
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•

Nationwide, 32 Cholera Treatment Centers and 56 Cholera Treatment Units are
operational. The establishment of new CTCs and the expansion of the number beds in
existing CTCs are planned (see map below).

•

In order to ensure that enough cholera supplies are available in Haiti, PAHO/WHO
encourages all health partners managing supplies to download and install the free
software LSS/SUMA to manage the supplies in a coordinated manner.

•

PAHO/WHO is offering on-site training on LSS/SUMA to interested partners. Contact:
eoc@paho.org.

•

In Port-au-Prince Médecins du Monde -Canada is operating three mobile clinics which
serve a population of 45,000 people in 14 camps in Cite Soleil, as well as 55,000 people
who live in areas surrounding the camps according to the OCHA Bulletin. Health cluster
partners are particularly concerned with cholera cases increasing in Cite Soleil due to
poor sanitation, lack of access to clean water and crowded living conditions.

Deliveries of cholera supplies by the PROMESS Warehouse
Deliveries by Organization and Department from PROMESS 21 Oct. to 15 Nov.
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Cholera situation map
PAHO/WHO produces an Interactive Atlas with epidemiological information. Please follow this link to
launch the map. The map reflects the situation of the epidemiological weeks. To access the daily total
number of cases and deaths, please click on Situation Updates.
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Cholera Treatment Centers and Units in Haiti
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Cholera Key Facts
•

Cholera is an acute diarrheal infection caused by exposition, ingestion of food or water
contaminated with the bacterium Vibrio cholerae 0:1. Provision of safe water and sanitation is
critical in reducing the impact of cholera and other waterborne diseases.

•

Up to 80% of cases can be successfully treated with oral rehydration salts.

•

There are an estimated 3-5 million cholera cases and 100,000-120,000 deaths due to cholera
every year around the world.

•

More information: cholera fact sheet – English, French, and Spanish.
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Guidelines and Recommendations
Case Management and Vaccination
Infection control precautions in cholera outbreaks

English Spanish

Recommendations for cholera clinical management

English Spanish

PAHO/WHO position on cholera vaccination in Haiti

English French Spanish

Laboratory
Manual of procedures for isolation, identification and
characterization of Vibrio cholerae

Spanish

Procedures for identification of Vibrio cholerae in the
microbiology laboratory

Spanish

Search procedures for Vibrio cholerae in environmental samples

Spanish

Diagnóstico de Vibrio cholerae y Salmonella

Spanish

Outbreak Control in Complex Emergencies
Be a better donor: practical recommendations for humanitarian aid
Management of dead bodies after disasters

English Spanish
English French Spanish

Cholera in Disasters Situations

English Spanish

Acute diarrhoeal diseases in complex emergencies: critical steps

English French Spanish

Cholera outbreak: assessing the outbreak response and improving
preparedness

English French Portuguese

First steps for managing an outbreak of acute diarrhoea

English French Spanish

Prevention
Poster 1: Protect yourself not to get cholera

Creole

Poster 2: What to do when someone has diarrhea and vomiting

Creole

Preventions messages to protect us against cholera

Creole

5 key ways project: adapting the WHO manual on food safety for
use in Guatemalan elementary schools

English

Five keys to safer food
Prevention of foodborne disease: the five keys to safer food

English Spanish
English French Spanish
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Other Resources


Ministère de la santé publique et de la population (MSPP).



PAHO/WHO disasters, Haiti emergency blog, and PAHO/WHO’s main website.



Global Task Force on Cholera Control and WHO’s main website.



OCHA’s Crisis Information Centre on Haiti.



ReliefWeb Haiti Cholera Outbreak page.



Haiti Resource Finder, and Health Facilities Master List.



Mission des Nations Unies pour la Stabilisation en Haiti (MINUSTAH).



SUMA Logistics Support System.



CDC Haiti cholera outbreak resource center.



Post-Earthquake Health Resources for Haiti by NIH’s Disaster Information Management
Research Center (updated for the cholera outbreak).



For constant updates on the cholera outbreak in Haiti and other international public health
information please check the PAHO/WHO EOC channel in Twitter.

Please follow this link to subscribe/unsubscribe to the distribution list of this situation report.
The PAHO/WHO Emergency Operations Center will issue situation reports as the situation
requires.

Contact the PAHO/WHO EOC at +1 202 974 3399 or eoc@paho.org
Click here to view previous situation reports from PAHO/WHO Emergency Operations Center
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